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PREFACE. 



So numerous and instructive are the dissertations 
on Christian practice produced by Divines of the 
English Church, and by some separatists from 
her altar, that it may appear presumptuous to 
imagine there is any necessity of increasing the 
list of publications of that nature. Much, how- 
ever, as there is of most valuable doctrine in 
works already published, it is diffused over so 
wide a surface, or is so deficient on some points 
which are extremely interesting to the searcher 
after truth, that I am of opinion there is abundant 
occasion for new arrangement of matter, and 
considerable room for additional information. I 
make but little allusion to those articles of faith, 
by subscription to which, adherents of the esta- 
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blishment are distinguished from the members of 
other communions. Them it is my intention, 
with one partial exception, not to discuss. I as- 
sume that my readers entertain orthodox notions 
more particularly on the being and attributes of 
the Deity, original sin, the corruption of human 
nature, redemption and atonement by the blood 
of Christ, the freedom of the will, and those in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit of God, preventing 
and co-operating grace. I allude principally to 
other matters of doctrine, which are left by the 
letter and spirit of our creeds and formularies 
more open to discussion and to liberty of opinion. 
There are many such debateable topics, on which, 
I imagine every man who is solicitous about the 
salvation of his soul, and has meditated deeply 
upon the subject, is anxious to form the truest 
judgment, and obtain the most satisfactory con- 
viction. It is a question, for example, of no or- 
dinary interest, (some persons would perhaps 
almost deny that it w a question,) whether pardon 
18 granted to the believer in this world ; and, if it 
iSi upon what conditions. Another important 
subject of inquiry is, how complete a victory 
over deuth and the judgment may be, and ought 



to be, obtained id life by tlic Christian, agreeably 
to the intentions of the divine founder of his 
[ rel^ion. A third, whether any, and what degree 
I of certainty, may be commonly attained by indi- 
viduals of their personal salvation. A fourth, 
what amount, and, in some cases, what kinds of 
I obedience, will secure that attainable degree of 
I assurance. Upon these points especially, and 
[ upon several others intimately connected with 
I them, but of a minuter and subordinate character, 
I believe it would not be possible to turn to, at 
least, any single author for determinate and ample 
instructions. I am not ashamed to confess, that 
being anxious myself to acquire satisfactory in- 
formation on these and other subjects, I have 
I known not where to apply, with few exceptions, 
I and with little immediate assistance from other 
I volumes, but to the sacred treasures of inspira- 
I tion. Many have been the questions on which I 
have experienced an intense anxiety, and of 
[ which I could arrive at the solution, in no other 
I quarter. And if a clergyman of the church, who 
I may be supposed to possess, generally speaking, 
[ more means of scriptural knowledge than others, 
I find a deficiency in this department of study, 
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it ia to be expected lliat tliere are multitudes in 
tbe world, who are not placed above the want of 
a work for reference or consultation. I have 
laboured to supply the defect, which has ap- 
peared to me to exist, on the questions alludetl 
to, except as to a description of particular acts of 
duty. On those points where I have been most 
interested and most uninformed, and have ex- 
perienced greatest anxiety and ignorance in other 
men, though of general good information, [ have 
endeavoured to afl'ord that solid instruction which 
I shall occasionally demonstrate to be agreeable, 
as it is, I believe, entirely, to the word of God ; 
and which I hope to be sufficient to satisfy, with 
reference to those specified topics, the most timid 
and curious inquirer. 

I disclaim all intention and all idea of making 
any comparisons with works similar to my own, 
as far as their authors have carried their re- 
searches and reflections ; but in offering his 
labours to the public, I think it is the office of a 
writer to point out the claims which he imagines 
they possess upon its attention. It is the duty 
of a man not to publish his writings at all, unlessj 
at least, he hopes they will be serviceabk* to t 



[reader; and if he thinks them calculated to be 
i useful, it is, 1 conceive, bis duty, and his right, 
to avow what he regards as their peculiar utility. 
I hope, then, that the doctrines in the following 
chapters will not merely be found some of the 
most interesting to mankind, but that they em- 
body that subject which surpasses all others in 
interest to the believer in the Redeemer of the 
world; that they are stated with greater de- 
finitiveness, more systematic connexion, minuter 
accuracy, more comprehensive views, and more 
complete and satisfactory evidences, than in for- 
mer pablications, so as to give a distinctive 
character to the work, by, in fact, defining one 
of the most important of all religious specu- 
lations, which has remained indefinite, if not 
been considered indefinable ; I mean, what kind 
mid degree of obedience to Christ we 77iay he 
previously assured God will be pleased to accept 
in individuals as a qualification, as far as obe- 
dience is a qualification, for admission into the 
divine presence. I think that many men who 
have a general acquaintance with the commonly 
I known doctrines of Scripture, dissenters from the 
Church perhaps more generally than its own 
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members, are labouring under much needless un- 
certainty, where they could most wish to be di- 
vested of all ambiguity and doubt. Every one 
who thinks intelligently, finds himself journeying 
through a wilderness which ends in immortality. 
He wants a religion that gives him lights and 
landmarks, by which he may be sufficiently cer- 
tain, for his comfort, that he is pursuing the route 
which leads directly to the object of his hopes. 
He is often, I apprehend, (let the reader consider 
whether it is not his own case,) for want of in- 
vestigating and understanding the instructions of 
his guide, wandering in a faint uncertain glim- 
mer, by which be can hardly discern his track — 
trusting, as well as he may be able, to some in- 
determinate idea of God's mercy, infinitely more 
than to any particular coincidence of his cha- 
racter with the divine requirements. Or if he 
imbibes the sentimental piety of some amiable 
men and zealous teachers of religion, who appear 
to resolve the testimony of the Spirit entirely 
into certain inward emotions or sensations, more 
particularly of confidence and joy — at one time, 
according to the fluctuations of his feelings, he is 
transported with assurance, and at another, over- 



whelmed with despondency or despair ; thus 
evincing the incompetency of the criterion of his 
state. It was my desire to dispel, as far as pos- 
sible, all doubts and uncertainties concerning ac- 
ceptance, which overhung my own mind, that first 
prompted the inquiry of which I have begun to 
publish the result. I imagined that revelation 
would afford me move knowledge than I pos- 
sessed, to enlighten ray path, though generally 
conversant with the most common and received 
themes of religious instruction. And, blessed be 
God, 1 have not been disappointed in my search. 
I have discovered that it is possible, and not 
difficult, for man to pursue a course of life which 
shall afford him such comfortable hopes of God's 
favour hereafter, as he shall be able to maintain, 
not upon mere faith in the vague or general 
doctrines of mercy, or solely upon the more vague 
and variable sentiments of the heart, but con- 
jointly with them, by special and immutable 
reasons and arguments derived from the sacred 
text, and appreciable by strict self-examination, 

I hope my labours will not be useless in rela- 
tion to the evidences of Christianity. With one 
or two other auxiliary proofs, I may, perhaps, 
b 



bavc made the reli^on appear more ressonaUc 
in tome rcHpects ttian it lias been esteemed bv 
mitny. And every ar^meot teoding: to prove 
iIk! rRliuiiulity of Christianity, is, I am persuaded, 
nrlditioiiiil rvidcncc of Its truth. But it is prin- 
ripiilly tn tho practical doctrines that I cODfine 
the pfculitir pretensions of the work. It is by 
ihi'rii tiitit 1 hope to be instnimeatal in enlighten- 
m\f or ciHivcrting, edifying or establishing, such 
of llioKo l)y whom uiy pages may be perused, with 
nmlomtniiilirig, iib are capable of these improve- 
montn. If, to endeavour to induce the disobe- 
dient, by u sonso of tlieir perils, to seek the wis- 
dom of the juHt, and to repress, in the believer, 
any diiii^erous indulgence in sin, arising from 
ftiUo, ami, I Imvi; reaiton to think, not uncommon 
views of certain portions of Scripture ; if, to de- 
Hvribe fidelity to the Saviour, by its general 
ulfacta, BO that u iiiun n^ay, thus far, prove vfhe- 
iher he is in the faith or not ; and if to strive to 
inspire the faitliful with confidence, be works 
worthy of u miuieter of Christ, I may at least 
aBirm that these objects have been my aim. 
Kow I may have executed my design, it will 
now be for olliers, as well us myself, to judge. 



That 1 should be indifferent to the fate of my 
production, is not to be expected, nor, I trust, 
desired. I cannot think with indifference of a 
work which involves the practical principles of 
my hope in the Saviour of mankind. I fear I 
may regard it with too much of parental affection, 
but I am equally remote from any thought of 
defying criticism to detect incorrectness and de- 
fects, as of expressing undue diffidence by servile 
deprecations. I have not attempted, if the ex- 
pression is allowable, any of the incantations of 
eloquence. I have not dishonoured the im- 
portance of my subject, by composing a work to 
captivate and detain the reader with the charms 
of diction. 1 have not diverted my own attention, 
nor his, from the grandeur of our theme, by any 
witchery of words, and thereby incurred the 
danger of being more pleased with the vehicle 
than the matter which it conveys, and subjecting 
him to the risk of the same illusion. It is, I con- 
ceive, for those who are averse to the most mo- 
mentoua truths, couched in unfascinatlng terms, 
to reflect upon and correct their error, rather 
than for the teachers of Christianity to adulterate 
its native purity, and bring in question their own 



simplicity, by any compliance with the appa- 
rently ostentatious customs of the age. That I 
have not increased the bulk of my volume by the 
expansion of some of its leading topics, and by an 
intertexture of those sentiments which arise out 
of our subject, and accord with the feelings of 
the devout Christian, is, I fear, a heavier charge. 
My vindication will, I hope, be partly found in 
the considerations, that I have but slightly men- 
tioned those matters only which have been copi- 
ously detailed by other hands; that preciseness 
is one of the best qualities of an expository and 
argumentative discourse, and that any lack of ap- 
propriate reflection may probably be, in some 
measure at least, supplied, by the attentive and 
well-disposed reader from his own resources. 
And though, I hope, that if my book shall in any 
way be calculated to promote the salvation of 
souls, and to redound to the honour of God, that 
his providence will give it the circulation it de- 
serves, yet those who know the difficulty for a 
private individual, who writes on the side of 
truth, to work away for the reception of his doc- 
trines in the world, without that patronage of 
the learned and the great, of which I have no as- 
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surance, must pardon my unwillingness to hazard 
in the literary mart a more expensive specula- 
tion than is absolutely necessary for the deve- 
lopement of my scheme. But whatever errors I 
may have committed, let them, by all means, be 
exposed. Whatever improvements in my tests 
of acceptance may be suggested, I will thank- 
fully adopt ; and, 



Candidus imperti, si non his u 



re inecuro. 
Hor. lib. i 



ep. 6. 



" If a better sysleii 
Impart it frankly, or make use of mine." 

Franeia'i Horace, book i. ep. 6. 

If the theory itself be proved to be funda- 
mentally unsound, I will be the first to acknow- 
ledge my misconceptions ; but believing myself 
able to defend the general view of Scripture 
which it presents, against all aggression, I may 
confidently add, that encounter what it may, 
my venturous essay will, at least, deserve too 
well of me to allow me, without great ingrati- 
tude, to utter a syllable, or to cherish a senti- 
ment of complaint. Meditations which it has 
occasioned In my own mind on the matters of 



which it treats, have been amongst the most con- 
soling occupation of many hours that are long 
since past, and will be, I trust, my best support, 
under divine grace, to the latest moment of my 
existence. They have, by God's blessing, soothed 
me in the anxiety of care, and sustained rae under 
the pressure of affliction, and have shed that peace 
and comfort in my mind which the world can 
neither give nor take away, and which nothing 
can more increase than the belief that the result 
of my pursuits has been conducive to the honour 
of God among his people, and subservient, in 
others, to happiness equal to, or greater than, my 
own. But, whatever be the benefits to be de- 
rived from them, and whether the number of the 
benefited shall be great or small, let it be re- 
membered that the arguments of man, even much 
more perfect than those now presented to the 
public, must be the less effectual, the more we 
neglect to implore the Spirit of God to open our 
understandings, and to apply them to our souls. 



Parts of the subsequent treatise are the super- 
structure of reason on a foundation of the same 



material, very remololy connected with any rela- 
tive doctrines of revelation. Of the authority of 
that faculty, see, amongst many other proofs, the 
following, and some of them most beautiful speci- 
mens of its use ;— Ezek. xviii. passim; Matt. vi. 
24—34; vii. 9— U ; ix. 5, 6; xii. 24—28; 
xxii. 43, 45; Luke v. 31 ; xiii. 15, 16 ; John x. 
38 ; Rom, v. 10. — ^The Scripture instructs us 
that its divine Author, and his inspired ministers, 
constantly addressed themselves, as itself does, 
to the judgment of man, as of a reasonable being. 
It warrants, in innumerable ways, the employ, 
ment of our best rational powers, in the exami- 
nation and discussion of those revealed truths 
which are not above our comprehension, and in 
the reception of mysteries, to the explication of 
which the human mind is incompetent. Thecon- 

I elusions of sound reason may be received as de- 

I pendencies on its jurisdiction. 



I shall, in the course of my work, in the In- 
troduction, and in chapters 3 and 4, more parti- 
cularly, contemplate, under some variety of ex- 
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intention of endeavouring to remedy, by ex- 
pounding the applicability so much neglected, 
when the performance of other engagements will 
allow me time for the undertaking. 

An attempt to establish, or restore, an article 
of faith by examination and collation of Scrip- 
ture, with all necessary closeness of reasoning 
and, at the same time, with all possible con- 
ciseness, has rendered my work much more un- 
suitable to the poor and uneducated, than I could 
have wished. Once the main arguments of our doc- 
trines are admitted to be true, it will be a pleas- 
ing, as well as an easy, task to mould them in a 
more popular form, and invest them with more 
intelligible language. 

Whissometf, December 19M, 1833. 
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THE COURSE 



CHRISTIAN OBEDIENCE. &c. 



INTRODUCTION. 



I ASSUME it as evident to the Christian, that the 
receiver of the gospel has some change of cha- 
racter to undergo ; and I suppose it is an unques- 
tionable fact, that with the christian life, as with 
human existence, there are a beginning, a con- 
tinuation, and an end. 

Now, if the christian character is combined of 
faith and practice — if there is a degree of per- 
fection to which that combination can be carried, 
where, if not at any inferior stage of its progress, 
the life of Christianity may be safely pronounced 
to have commenced ; and if there is a mode of 
life, which may, with equal safety, be declared 
its continuation, both the commencement and the 
continuation being very practicable by man, 
through God's assistance, — if these stages of the 
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christian life can be defined from Scripture, and 
from argumentation warranted by its authority, — 
if to one of tbem, by the gospel, the forgiveness 
of tlic recipient's former sins be annexed, and the 
other be accompanied by the acceptance of God, 
— if men may be instructed to determine when 
they are performing these conditions of pardon 
and acceptance ; and if, in cases of g^eat apos- 
tasy, they may return, by the divine favour, to 
their former state, — then, I conceive, the gospel 
will have made a sufficient provision for the present 
comfort and satisfaction of every individual veho 
conforms to its mandatory doctrines, as well as 
for his future happiness, if he departs not with 
an inexcusable and easily avoidable latitude from 
the path of duty. It will be the primary design 
of this work to show that these are suppositions 
of fact, and to describe the course of religious 
obedience by which, with his faith, the believer 
may, and may safely trust that he will, through 
Christ, arrive at salvation. 



There are four points, however, on which it is 
advisable to premise a few preparatory remarks, 
before we proceed to the discussion of our 
subject 

I. An opinion exists, that sensations of parti- 
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cular kinds of peace, and confidence, and joy, 
are the sole, or the principal, tests of acceptance, 
as the signs, or rather the actual graces of divine 
inspiration. To this opinion 1 am directly op- 
posed. I grant that they who call themselves 
Christians ought, questionless, to be such as to 
experience peace of conscience, feel confidence in 
the merciful approbation of their Saviour, and 
entertain with joyfulness the hope of everlasting 
happiness. But good works are certainly an in- 
dispensable ingredient in the true test of per- 
sonal Christianity ; and feeling alone is no test 
whatever of that state, except that in an extreme 
case, like that of the penitent thief, who was 
crucified with Christ, the experience of a good 
disposition to obey God, were life to be extended, 
is a strong presumption in favour of the opinion 
that conversion has actually occurred. The sen- 
timents of the heart may be admitted to be a test 
in conjunction with morality and devotion— the 
latter may be pronounced by far the principal 
criterions ; but if a man knows his faith to be ab- 
stractedly true, it may be affirmed that obedience 
to the commandments of Christ remains the sole 
test of his acceptableness. 

These points I will endeavour to establish ; 
but as the opinion of the sufficiency of feeling for 
assurance is not held by members of our church, 
for whose use the following tract is principally 
B 2 
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withhold from them, if they obeyed, the comforts 
of his Holy Spirit ; which 1 affirm to be, accord- 
ing to Scripture, perfectly incredible. 

It is absurd to gainsay these views of the mat- 
ter, by asserting that our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags. (Isa. Ixiv. C.) This would be a per- 
version of the prophet's words. The righteous- 
ness I speak of is by faith in Jesus Christ; the 
fruit of faith and of the Spirit ; aud is neither vn- 
necessary nor despicable. No less injudicious is 
it to defend any inattention to moral duties, by 
urging that we are unprofitable servants, if we do 
all that is commanded us. This saying is true; 
we confer upon God no benefit, and do no more 
than our duty, if we keep all bis commandments to 
perfection, and so are unprofitable. But it is 
still true that we ought to do all we are com- 
manded. And while we fail in doing it all, there 
in room for our constant humility, or rather, hunni- 
litttion. 

II. It may conduce to procure a favourable 
reception to our design, and will, certainly, as it 
appears to me, lay the foundation of one of the 
Htruiig(<Nt evidences of the inspiration of the New 
TcHtument, as iin example of a particular kind of 
evidence, if wo first Khow it to be agreeable to 
renHon, to presume that the revelation intended 
to instruct men i" the method of salvation, should 
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supply them with arguments for aBcertaining the 
amount of obedience which, as far as obedience 
is concerned, is adequate for the attainment of 
that important object. 

It will not be denied that the Scriptures con- 
tain an account of rules of life, of doctrines to be 
believed, and of precepts to be obeyed, in order to 
our admission into heaven. "Whatever diversity 
of opinion exists among Christians, relative to the 
happiness which the Scriptures promise us in this 
life, i believe we are universally agreed that they 
are intended to prepare us for everlasting happi- 
ness in another ; and I assume that we are also 
unanimous in the persuasion, that they do indi- 
cate the way to this happiness, by many and 
various directions. These directions, let them be 
called rules, or commandments, or requisitions, at 
pleasure, are proposed to our understandings. 1 
conceive that it cannot require proof that we must 
understand these rules before we can yield them 
obedience. If, then, the Scriptures contain an 
account of rules of life, intended and able, if 
obeyed, to prepare us for a particular object, I 
contend that our reason informs us, that we must 
therefore be able to understand the nature of 
those rules. 1 mean, not merely that we may 
and ought to understand the nature of individual 
rules before we can execute them : I mean more, 
that we may and ought to understand enough for 
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good satisfaction, the kind and degree of obe- 
dience in the aggrfegate, which God will accept 
as sufficient to salvation— sufficient to that hap- 
piness for which the rules collectively are de- 
signed to provide. 

A person enjoins upon us, we will suppose, a 
number of duties to perform for one certain pur- 
pose. He wishes, too, that we should perform 
them. But it is contrary to reason to suppose 
that we can discharge our obligations, unless we 
understand what they are. We may stumble 
upon the performance of a very few of them by 
chance. But farther than this, if so far, it is. 
impossible for us to proceed. And this descrip- 
tion, if we could not understand the nature of 
obedience sufficient for divine approbation, would 
strictly apply to the case between God, as our 
lawgiver, and ourselves. He delivers a certain 
complication of commandments to be obeyed la 
order to salvation. We are convinced, from the 
revelation of his will, of his attributes, and of his 
modes of dispensation, that he wishes them to be 
obeyed by all to whom they are promulgated. 
But our reason teaches that obedience is impos- 
sible, where there is no understanding ; and that 
a wise Being, as God is, would not have de- 
livered a code of laws whiuh he designs us to 
obey, without at the same time conferring upon 
us the means of obtaining the knowledge necessa- 
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rily pre- requisite to obedience. The Scriptures 
also teach the salvatioD of wbTbh this obedience 
is a means. On both accountB, therefore, we 
infer, that they are so constructed that we may 
derive from tbem a knowledge of its nature. 

III. We have supposed it necessary for his 
actual happiness, that the believer in the gospel 
should be able to determine that he is living con- 
formably to its dictates. As it is one of the 
facts attempted to be established from Scrip- 
ture in the ensuing treatise, — I will extend these 
preliminary observations, by endeavouring to de- 
monstrate that it is a perfectly logical presump- 
tion — that such ability is conferred upon him. 

In expounding this argument, I deem it utterly 
unnecessary to prove that man may obey the 
commandments of God sufficiently for salvation ; 
because if he is not able to perform what is 
necessary, then we should be driven to this con- 
clusion, that God has made necessary to salva- 
tion that which is impossible ; and this, consider- 
ing that he wishes every man to be saved, is as 
directly in contravention of reason, as any absur- 
dity that can be well conceived. We have 
already seen that it is to be expected that Scrip- 
ture will afford us the means of ascertaining a 
competent degree of obedience for the accom- 
plishment of salvation ; I now propose to make it 
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appear that man may know, on substantial grounds, 
to his satisfaction, when he does exhibit that de- 
gree of it in liis own person ; by first showing 
that it is unreasonable to suppose that he should 
not enjoy this consciousness; and, secondly, by 
proving; that it is reasonable to suppose that he 
should. 

First, I say, it is unreasonable to suppose that 
we should not be able to believe, upon solid 
principles, when we are complying with the will 
of God. For if men are directed and desired to 
live in a particular way by God, it is unlikely that 
they should follow that manner of life, if they do 
not know, as I have intimated, that they are living 
accordingly when they are so doing. If I have 
an order of difficulty in common life to execute 
for another, and cannot know when I have exe- 
cuted it, it is reasonable that he who gives it 
should think me a very unfit person for the com- 
mission. I ought at least to be able to approach 
him with a conviction that 1 had performed my 
errand, in order to give satisfaction to my em- 
ployer. Supposing I had much time allowed me 
for my task, and I were extremely anxious to ac- 
quit myself with honour, the consequence, without 
this power, would be, that I should continually 
be making new attempts, because 1 should always 
fear that I had never succeeded. And in the 
course of time, if I set about my work in a ra- 
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tional manner, I might have once, at least, been 
successful without knowing i\, as a man may, 
blindfolded, hit an object in the direction of which 
he is constantly discharging his arrows. And this 
is all the probability of my succeeding. But 
success would be even much less likely to happen 
in the case of religion ; for in religion I have not 
one commandment to obey, but many. Religion 
is, we say, a course of life ; and, in the first place, 
a course must have a beginning. Now, if I do 
not know when I begin that course, I may be 
perpetually thinking that it is to be done this way 
or another; and I may be always changing my 
opinion. If I have ever been right, I shall most 
probably be wrong at the last, because there are 
many more ways of being wrong than right. It 
would be more probable that a man would err 
herein, than not. Now God cannot intend this. 
He whose will it is that all men should escape 
perdition, cannot decree, if they duly sought the 
way of righteousness, that they should be much 
more exposed to the danger of taking a devious 
path, than secure of striking into the narrow road 
which leads to life eternal. Yet this would be 
the case, reason testifies, if we could not tell 
whether we have commenced a course of true 

L piety, with such a certainty as justifies belief. 
Not merely, if we cannot satisfy ourselves that we 
are performing all necessary obedience, should wc 
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be more likely thus to err than otherwise; but if 
we have not the ahility, by the exercise of our 
faculties, to determiue agreeably to truth. For 
self-satisfaction men may obtain on matttf base- 
less and deceitful convictions. They can build 
their opinions upon only one soiid foundation. 
As, therefore, without the power of approximating 
at least to the only true criterion, they would be 
liable rather to acquiesce in one of the multitude 
of false assurances, than to impinge upon the so- 
litary principle of safety— and as we cannot be- 
lieve that this liability can be agreeable to the 
divine intention, we must conclude, according to 
reason, that we may be able to form a decision on 
this matter substantially correct. 

But besides, if all my time is consumed in be- 
ginning the course of life which is laid out for 
me, it is impossible that I should be able to pur- 
sue it; or, if I started in any one direction, all 
the same difficulties would attend every step in 
the progress which we have described as per- 
taining to the outset. These are absurdities 
which reason teaches would follow, on the sup 
position of our inability to ascertain to our satis- 
faction, when we are living agreeably to the 
divine will ; therefore it must be repugnant to 
reason to suppose that we are unable to acquir4 
this information. 
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But there is a direct way of proving that we 

' can command this knowledge, which is probably 

more satisfactory. For instance, there cannot be 

any doubt that we have faculties to perceive a 

difference between our conduct and the laws of 

God, where it exists. Nothing is more common 

than to acknowledge that we fall short of what 

we ought to be. We examine ourselves by the 

laws of God, and discover that we are not what 

3 should be, if we duly observed them. Now 

reason steps in again to assure us, that it is as 

easy, in comparing two things together, to see 

that they resemble each other when they are 

alike, as to observe that they are unlike when 

they differ. Therefore it stands to reason, that 

we may know when we have performed the will 

of God, as well as we can know when we have 

not. We may take higher ground. It may be 

made out to be reasonable, not only that we can 

know it, but know it even better than that we are 

disobedient; for what is it that admonishes us 

that we disobey? Our conscience. Conscience 

is an internal monitor, which warns us that we do 

I not keep the commandments when we are guilty 

f of the infringement of them. I say not that con- 

I science always does report this truth. Our con- 

I science may be asleep ; it may want excitement, 

I or it may need instruction. We may think we do 

I right when we err; and then conscience will not 
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give a true verdict. But it is not necessary fi 
my argument, that our consciences should inv^ 
ably tell the truth ; 1 say only that it is possible 
for them to answer right. This, I imag-ine, nobody 
will deny : that conscience is able to tell, and has 
told, men truly, that they live differently to what 
they believe to be their duty. Then I contend, 
not only that it is reasonable to infer that a man 
may have n conscience which bears testimoDV to 
bis moral and religious rectitude — that a man can 
be as well conscious of living right when he lires 
right, as of living wrong when he lives wrongs — 
that con.science is a companion which does not 
leave a man as ho advances in piety, — but that 
my conscience is improved when I become reli- 
gious. If I can tell that I differ from what I 
.thould be, when i am impenitent, much more 
ikely am I to know what I am and what I do, 
when, by rt«son of use, my senses are more exer- 
cised to discern both moral good and evil. 



Ou the«e coiKMirrent modes of 



reasoning. 



therefore consider the point established, that it is 
prt^umpttvely true that man mar acquire a sound 
convktkin of hi« coufo(wity to the evauirelical re- 
^uisitious. aad that therefore he may be coavtDced 
that h*' U uk the way of salvation. 

To Ibis tl Btay be ad<.led, that thetse infet 
are all cvHi&rawd by Scripture, which, in exp. 
tww*. tiMicke ih»l tW prim»*>«* Christiaas, 
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appear not to have had extraordinary advantages 
affecting the present question, were enabled to 
judge decisively and truly that they weve disciples 
indeed, at the time, of their divine Master, and 
were united to him by grace, and its indispensable 
productions for union, the fruits of a holy and re- 
ligious life. 

The truth under consideration is comprehended 
in passages of St. John's first Epistle. He says, 
" Whoso keepeth his word, in him is the love of 
God perfected ; hereby know we that we are in 
Lira." He is discoursing in this place, on the 
necessity of our manifesting, by obedience, that we 
are true disciples of Christ, and have a real and 
lively faith in his atoning and propitiatory merits, 
*' Hereby," tliat is, by keeping the word of God, 
" we," and all Christians, " know that we dwell 
in him" — know that we are the adopted children 
of our heavenly Father. Again, " Hereby we 
do know that we know God, if we keep his 
commandments;" that is, when we know that we 
keep his commandments, then " we know that 
we know him." It is by this consciousness that 
we are to know whether we know him or not. 
Therefore, of course, we can know what it is to 
keep his commandments, and when we keep them, 

I too. Again, " We know that we have passed 
from death unto life. He that keepeth his com- 
mandments dwelleth in him, and he in him ; and 
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hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the 
Spirit which he hath given us;" which Spirit is 
known by its fruits. There are three or four 
other passages in the same apostle's writings to 
the same effect; and, to mention no more texts to 
the point, in perfect accordance with them is that 
direction of St. Panl to his converts — "Examine 
yourselves whether ye be in the faith ;" and 
again, that revelation of the same writer, " The 
Spirit beareth witness with our spirit, that we are 
the children of God." 

I Supposing that the inspiration of Scripture 
were the matter in dispute, one argument arises 
out of this article of no inconsiderable weight. 
As the holy writings expressly assert the ability 
of man to know his own safety, and as this asser- 
tion is agreeable to the conclusions of reason, the 
revelation of the doctrine is an argument for the 
inspiration of the volume in which it is contained, 
of strength in proportion to the probability that 
the texts in question were not designedly written 
by human contrivance, to protect the system of 
Christianity from the charge of imperfection, nor 
accidentally inserted by inadvertency ; but intro- 
duced by divine intention, to form a part of a 
scheme which would have been otherwise in- 
complete. 



IV, One word as to the safety which we ap- 
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pear to require in our system. It is not to be 
imagined that it should be constituted our su- 
preme object. Our duty to God ought doubtless 
to be our first consideration. It is upon this 
principle I desire it to be understood that I am 
about to proceed. The question for examination 
takes in reality this form — when we are so far 
doing our duty to God, as to be making our call- 
ing and election sure. 



OF THE COMMENCEMENT OP THE CHRISTIAN 
COURSE. 



Man may he pardoned, at one period of his life, 
all his sins previously committed ; absolved 
from original transgression, and thus he re- 
stored to divine favour. 

Not many doctrines of Scripture admit of 
stronger evidence of tlieir truth than this: that 
God granted to the apostolical Christians the 
pardon of those sins which they bad committed, 
and of that sinfulness which had been derived to 
them, prior to their reception of the gospel ; and 
yet the truth of the proposition before us is not 
so undisputed in the present day, as to render a 
further attempt at its establishment inexpedient, 
or even unnecessary. I allude to the question of 
time, to which I confine myself. 

Our Saviour's words to the penitent woman, 
who makes so conspicuous a figure in that most 
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interesting narrative of St. Luke, (vii. 36 — 50,) 
were: " Thy sins are forgiven; thy faith hath 
saved thee : go ia peace." He is recorded to 
have imparted a like gracious assurance to the 
paralytic sufferer whose case is related in Luke 
V. 20. Justification, in scriptural language, sig- 
nifying divine absolution from sin, many of those 
texts, which contain allusions to the doctrine, 
may be arranged among the proofs of our propo- 
sition. For instance, St. Paul says, (Rom. v. 1,) 
" Being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ," And in 
ver. 9 of the same chapter his words are more 
unequivocal still : " Being now justified by his 
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 
him." The same apostle, after declaring the in- 
admissibility of certain sinners into the kingdom 
of heaven, proceeds, in the first Epistle to his 
Corinthian converts, (vi. U,) "And such were 
&ome of you, but ye are washed, but ye are 
sanctified, but ye are justified, in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." To 
the same purpose is that passage in Rom. iii. 
21 — 26: "But now the righteousness of God 
without the law is manifested, being witnessed 
by the law and the prophets ; even the righteous- 

Iness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ, 
unto all and upon all them that believe 
being justified freely by his grace, through the 
L 
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redemption that is in Christ Jesus : whom God 
hath act forth to lit* a propitiation through faitli 
in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the 
remission of sins that arc past, throug;h the for- 
bearance of God ; to declare, I say, at this time, 
his righteousness, that he might be just and the 
justifier of him which hclieveth in Jesus." By 
comparing Rom. v, 10, with the preceding verse, 
it appears that being reconciled is only another 
mode of describing a stale of justification. This 
interpretation, therefore, reduces the texts in 
2 Cor. V. 18 and 20, and Colossians i. 21, into 
arguments of the same kind. In support of the 
same doctrine may be advanced another class of 
texts in Epistles to different churches, which 
speak of their forgiveness as a past occurrence. 
In Eph. iv. 32, St. Paul says to his disciples, 
" Be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, for- 
giving one another, even as God for Christ's sake 
haih forgiven you." Two similar expressions oc- 
cur in the Epistle to the Colossian church. In ch. 
iii. 13, we read, " Even as Christ/org-flw you, so 
also do ye." And in ch. ii, 1 3, " You being dead in 
your sins, and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
hath he quickened together with him, having for- 
given you all trespasses." St. John (1 Epist. ii. 12) 
has these words : " I write unto you, little children, 
because your sins are forgiven." Equally forcible, 
though less simple, is Eph. i. 6, 7- — " Wherein lie 
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1 hath made us accepted in the beloved, in whom 
we have redemption through his blood, the for- 
I giveness of sins," See also Colos. i. 14. To 
' which may be added 2 Pet. i. 9 : " But he that 
lacketli these things is blind, and cannot see afar 
oft", and hath forgotten that he was purged from 
his old sins:" and, not to adduce any more in- 
stances, that exhortation of Ananias to St. Paul, 
that he should arise and be baptized, and wash 
away his sins, related in Acts xxii. IG. 

Such are some of the principal passages of 
Scripture which inculcate the doctrine of the for- 
giveness of man before the judgment, and of his 
restoration to God's favour, notwithslandiog his 
innate corruption. And they alone appear to me 
to present such a combination of evidence to its 
truth, as must be completely satisfactory to every 
mind which comes to the examination of tlie texts 
unfettered by prejudice. Though I am perfectly 
aware that the real, and, to some minds, the most 
apparent significations of many portions of Scrip- 
ture are at variance with each other, yet it is not 
my intention to vindicate the interpretation I have 
put upon these passages, by entering into any 
minute exposition of their true meaning. I deem 
it sufficient to assert that there exists no esta- 
^B blished and incontrovertible tenet which renders 
H it antecedently improbable that our doctrine is 
H agreeable to the word of God ; and that in assign- 
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ing the sense to the quotations adduced, at least 
in point of time, I have not deviated from the most 
indisputable canons of true criticism. I canaot, 
however, omit to call attention farther to the 
plainness and force of expression with which the 
doctrine I contend for is affirmed, more particu- 
larly in some of the texts which have now passed 
under our consideration. It is observable that, 
in 1 Cor. vi. 11, "Such were some of you," is 
set in opposition to "ye are justified;" thus 
doubling the strength of the assertion, that their 
justification had actually taken place, and render- 
ing it so much the more difficult to mistake the 
time of its occurrence. Observations of somewhat 
similar nature may be made on the following 
texts: Colos.ii. 13; Rom. iii.21— 26; Eph,i.6,7; 
2 Pet. i. 9. Nor is it unworthy of remark, that 
there is a congruity between those words ad- 
dressed by our Saviour to the sinful woman whose 
sins he forgave, and the first verse of the fifth 
chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, which 
serves very much to confirm the apparent doc- 
trine of each passage separately considered. Our 
Savioui forgives her sins — instructs her that it is, 
if I may so express myself, in consequence of her 
fdit/i, that she receives this inestimable blessing; 
and he bids her depart in peace. We observe 
here a literal exemplification, in its three prin- 
cipal points, of that doctrine of St. Paul — "Being 
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justified, hy faith, we have peace with God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." 

I have remarked the absence of any tenet pre- 
cluding the admission of that doctrine, which is 
the subject of this chapter. While, however, no 
argument exists to its prejudice, one acknow- 
ledged truth renders it extremely credible. 1 
leave here entirely out of consideration, the im- 
probability that repentance will occur in the last 
moments of a dying sinner ; but it is a generally 
received and irrefragable opinion, that, provided 
a man docs believe and repent on his death-bed, 
) he is forgiven and accepted by God. Now, if 
' this justification can take place at such a time, 
' as, indeed, we know it did in the case of the 
penitent thief, then no cause can be assigned 
I why it should not be vouchsafed to faith and 
I penitence at an earlier period of life ; rather is 
I it more probable that acceptance would have 
been granted to the sinner, had he repented, after 
a less protracted course of provocation to him by 
whom his sentence must be pronounced. 

But that which exempts me, I conceive, from 

I the obligation of establishing the truth of the in- 
terpretation of the texts cited in support of the 
proposition at the head of this chapter, beyond a 
general affirmation of the legitimacy of the pro- 
cess by which it is obtained, is the fact, that the 
doctrine in question is one of the principles of our 
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church. Not merely is it maintained by a few 
of our ablest theologians, and not, that I am 
aware of, combated by any, but it is a doctrine 
recognized by the compilers of our Liturgy, and 
admitted into our Articles of religion. Passages 
implying its truth, in the Prayer-book, will, 
doubtless, occur to the mind of every attentive 
worshipper; (see, however, the Confirmation and 
Sacrament services ;) and lu attestation of its pre- 
sence in the Articles of the church, I need only 
repeat the begiuning of Bishop Toniline's Expo- 
sition of Article the Eleventh. 

" Justification, in the language of Scripture, 
signifies the being accounted just or righteous iu 
the sight of God, or the being placed in a state 
of salvation. " When God justifies a man," says 
Mr. Veneer, " it is by forgiving him his tres- 
passes, and accepting, esteeming, and rewarding 
him as a righteous person, although he is not 
realty and strictly such. To justify, in the com- 
moQ spiritual notion of it, is to absolve fi-om 
guili, to discharge from punishment." 

" The word justification, or juslity, when ap- 
pJieU to Christians, iu the New Testament, 
always refers to the prvsent lite, as in this pas- 
sage : — Being »ow justified by his blood, we 
akail ^ saved from wrath through him. Here 
justiticalion is spoken of as having already taken 
pUc«, but salvation is meutioued as btingr future. 
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that is, justification is in this world, salvation m 
the next. Justification is the remission of sins 
here on earth ; Salvation is the attainment of 
happiness in heaven. In this article, it is said, 
we are accounted righteous, and we are justified, 
which are synonymous expressions, both in the 
present tense, and referring to the present life. 
And the following article speaks of works which 
follow after justification, which still more clearly 
shows that justification refers to the present 
life." 

And in this position I might have left our 
argument, had it not been for the hostility to 
which it is exposed from a commentator on Scrip- 
ture, whose writings are deservedly held in high 
reputation. Perhaps it may be esteemed a work 
of supererogation to defend it, supported as it is 
against a single individual of whatever celebrity. 
But, in the discussion of a doctrine of funda- 
mental and vital importance, we cannot be too 
careful to include an exposure of the errors of all 
opposition which is maintained by any whose 
opiuions deserve generally a respectful attention, 
and more especially by one whose writings are 
recommended, by high authority, to the instruc- 
tors of the people. 
^L It was the design of Macknight to explain 
^B away the apparent signification of all those texts 
^H of Scripture which reveal the doctrine I now ad- 
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vocate. But before he or any other man can be 
warranted to deny the obvious sense of any pas- 
sage of Scripture considered abstractedly from 
other and remote parts of the volume, it must be 
superficially either discordant with some incon- 
trovertible doctrine, or probable or established 
truth, inconsistent with the context, incorrect in 
translation, or involving a latent signification, 
which comes out, on inquiry, the most pertinent 
and natural. But if we examine Macknight 
upon any of these principles, with reference to 
our dispute, we shall find him wanting. It does 
not consist with the character of this work to 
enter into any elaborate criticisms of the various 
texts, in connexion with our subject, which he 
has interpreted. (See most of those quoted 
above.) Suffice it to say, that he has altered the 
past and present tenses of verbs into futures, by 
virtue of a very few shadows of precedent and 
authority, without any adequate motive ; — and 
where the tenses of the verbs are too stubborn 
for commutation, he has tortured his invention 
for a forced construction on members of sentences 
without any necessity whatever, — unless the 
superficial signification of the passages contra- 
vened any incontrovertible truth, or highly ^ro- 
bable opinions, because no other objection can 
lie against the meaning which we attach to them. 
And it so happens that he has informed us, that 
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his sole motive for making these distortions of the 
texts, was the conviction, in his own mind, de- 
rived from previous and independent sources, 
that man is justified only at the day of judg- 
ment. And if we can make it appear that this 
motive for denying the truth of our doctrine was 
altogether an illusion, it will immediately follow 
that his criticisms on these texts are undeserving 
of attention ; for that, had he seen the fallacy of 
his own preconceived opinion with respect to the 
doctrine, he would not have perpetrated those 
enormities on the inspired sentences. Fortu- 
nately, he has recorded his reasons for prejudg- 
ing the falsehood of our doctrine, (see Essay 6,) 
pBnd they are such as proceed on grossly mistaken 
^Tiews of very material poiuts in the question. 
His arguments are four. I shall, for the sake 
tef brevity, reply to only those parts of them by 
l^hich the truth of our creed is most pointedly 
mtradicted. 

1. " The opinion that justification consists in 
the pardon of the sins committed previous to be- 
lieving, labours under this inconveniency, that 
by connecting the pardon of past sins with men's 
first faith in the gospel, we are led to think that 
some may be justified and pardoned with re- 
L«pect to all their past sins, on whom no change 
Htof dispositions hath passed, nor will pass." 
^^ Answer. It does not labour under this incoo- 
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veniency, because we intend by it (aa will be 
seen io the course of this work) tbat those are 
not justified by faith, od whom no change of dis- 
positions hall) passed. 

2. " My second argument, to prove that men 
are not justified in the present Ufe, shall be taken 
from experience, and it is this : — Since justifica- 
tion is an act of God's free grace, in wbich he 
pardonetli all our sins, and accepteth us as 
righteous, if believers are pardoned in this life, 
they nuist in this life be delivered from the 
punishment of sin, that is, from diseases and 
death, and every evil which at the fall was in- 
llicted on mankind, as the punishment of Adam's 
sin. The reason is, a pardon which leaves the 
sinner under any part of his punishment, is no 
pardon at all, at least it is not a full pardon. 
Farther, one's acceptance as righteous in the 
sight of God, consists in his being rewarded as 
Ji righteous person. If so, this part of justifica- 
tion doth not take place at present. Since, then, 
believers are neither delivered in this life froi 
difieases and death, nor put in possessioa 
the joys of Iieaven, it is evident, from ex] 
rience, that no believer is justified in the pres( 
life." 

Anstver. I begin by observing' that the vene- 
rable disputant has not described our idea of 
justification, if he meant by " all our sins,' 
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the fiftli line, any tbing more than all our sins 
committed previously to justification. Now, first, 
he objects that men cannot be justified in lliis 
life for their past sins, because they are not what 
he calls pardoned in full, as they are subject to 
diseases and death. I will here for a moment 
assume, for argument's sake, that they are not 
pardoned in full, according to his meaning of the 
phrase. There are, we know, temporal, as well 
as eternal, punishments for sins. Surely, in the 
first place, it may be affirmed that the temporal 
punishments of sickness and death are infinitely 
beneath consideration, when compared with those 
penalties that are eternal, and that the remission 
of these last may be regarded as a plenary justifica- 
tion. But, suppose that this is not a sufficient 
I reply to his argument, there is no positive ground 
for asserting that justification, in Scripture, ever 
■ does signify any thing but the remission of 
eternal punishments. It certainly is not neces- 
sarily true, that more than eternal punishments 
L should be remitted by justification, more espe- 
Icially as this remission is, beyond all comparison, 
f the chief absolution, and will be that only species 
I of justification which will have place — when the 
I final and most important judgment will issue from 
Wthe Almighty — when, in fact, justification will be 
»mplete. So, to affirm that it cannot be said 
Kihat a man may be justified, unless he is relieved 



30 



JU3TiriCATI0N IN THIS LIFE, 



while on earth from sicknesses and death, is to 
make an assertion on an arbitrary and unreason- 
able assumption of the meaning of the word "jus- 
tification" in Scripture. But this is not the only 
unwarrantable assumption of the learned objec- 
tor. He founds his objection to those whom we 
should pronounce justified being pardoned their 
past sins in full, on their being subject to the in- 
firmities of mortality. If it is natural to man to 
be liable to sicknesses and death, the value of 
this argument must, in great measure, depend on 
the probability of continual interruptions of the 
course of nature by miraculous interpositions of 
its Author. But such interpositions are not 
analogous to the mode of the divine government 
of the universe, and are therefore not to be ex- 
pected. Now, the justified by faith, while on 
earth, admitting there are such persons, will be 
guilty of sins afttr their justification. The in- 
firmities of the body, then, not only are natural, 
punitive, and probationary in the unjustified, 
but may be continued in the justified, not as a 
punishment of their former sins, but in main- 
tenance of a law of nature, or for the punishment 
of sins committed by the justified after justifica- 
tion, and for their edification. So that, supposing 
we affirmed that they were pardoned fully for 
their past sins, notwithstanding their infirmities, 
it is impossible to contradict our assertion merely 
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[ on the ground of those infirmities, because they 
can be accounted for easily on other hypotheses. 

Which of these answers may be the most 
proper to the argument of the objector, I am not 
concerned to decide. Any one of the three, ex- 
cept perhaps the first, and much more a general 
conclusion drawn from them all, is quite suffi- 
cient to show that the argument stands on no 
sure foundation. 

Respect for our antagonist must not dissemble 
that the argument from experience that God can- 
not have pardoned the believer on earth, because 
he is not put in possession of the joys of heaven, 
is too absurd for serious confutation. 

3. " A third argument," says the learned divine, 
' to show that believers are not justified in the 

present life, arises from those passages of Scrip- 
ture in which justification is represented as a 
thing future." 

Ans. I think, with Bishop Tomline, that "justi- 
fication" in Scripture always refers to the present 
life ; but conceding the negative of this opinion, 
the revelation of a justification in the future 
I world is very far from being necessarily incon- 
sistent with the existence of a partial justification 
in the present. 

4. " A fourth argument is, if believers on their 
first act of faith are justified, that is, judged in 
the present life, and acquitted of all the sins 
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they liave till then committed, they must be 
Judged twice, contrary to tlie declarations of 
Scripture, in which one judgment only of the 
righteous, ns well as of the wiclced, is spoken of, 
and that one judgment is foretold to happen at 
Christ's second coming." 

Am. Admitting that justification may be called 
ajudgraent, it is, in the 5r&t place, quite certain, 
or, at least, it appears that the objector admits, 
that puntshmcuts of sins are inflicted oq sinners 
during their lives, and are properly regarded as 
the execution of judgments in this world. So 
that the objection of our opponent would prove 
what appears not to be a matter of fact — or what 
he certainly elsewhere acknowledges to be false, 
viz. that there are no penal judgments for sin in 
the present state. But if there are penal judg- 
ments, why may there not be equally sentences 
of absolution? But further, it is unquestionable 
that one judgment only is spoken of as being 
about to take place at the consummation of all 
things ; but though we should maintain there 
were even many more judgments tlian one in thoi 
life of man, this would not be " contrary" to the 
declaration of Scripture respecting only one judg- 
ment in a future state. And to assert that there 
is to be only one justification, and that this will 
take place at the day of judgment, is to pre- 
determine the controversy. 



IN THIS LIFE. 



39 



Thus it appears, that Macknight had in reality 
no valid argument for violating the simplicity 
L<rf the language of Scripture in which our doc- 
I trine is revealed- His criticisms arose entirely 
from a persuasion, formed from distinct sources, 
which induced him to make such conjectures on ■ 
the sense of Scripture, as he, without that per- 
suasion, would not have dared or thought to have 
attempted : so much are they at variance with 
law and regularity. But as this persuasion of 
there being but one justification, and that in the 
world to come, is an unfounded prejudice, we 
may dismiss from our minds those of his com- 
I ments and paraphrases which are only to be tole- 
rated by himself, as well as by us, on the supposi- 
; tion of its being a true decision. 

And therefore tbe doctrine of sound criticism 
and of our church stands on as firm a basis as if 
I the misinterpretations of Macknight were not ex- 
[ tant. Indeed, he has rather added to its credibi- 
I lity : for the futility of the strongest arguments 
I of an ingenious and learned adveisary to a doc- 
k'trine, is one of the surest evidences of its truth. 
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CHAPTER II. 



!?%e Condition of Justification is a Faith in- 
cluding Works, and synonymoiis with Con- 



Belief in the doctrine, which I have supported 
in the foregoing chapter, appears to be imme- 
diately followed with great propriety, by an in- 
quiry into the terms on which justification is to 
be obtained. The simplest solution of this ques- 
tion is faith in Jesus Christ. That we are justi- 
fied by faith, is a doctrine so plainly inscribed on 
the page of Scripture, so unquestionably main- 
tained by our church, and so commonly admitted 
by believers in the Bible, that I think it suffi- 
cient to make the general statement as of an ac- 
knowledged and established fact. With reference 
to its details, there does not exist an equal una- 
nimity. It would divert me too far from my spe- 
cial purpose, were I to attempt to guard the doc- 
trine against all misapprehension. And my sti- 
pulation of referring to the orthodoxy of our 
church, on some points of the greatest mo- 
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ment, liberates me, I trust, from tlie complete ex- 
position of a doctrine which is the cardiaal pro- 
fession of every Christian. The immense im- 
portance, however, of the doctrine of justification 
by faith, renders me extremely reluctant to pro- 
ceed, without asserting; my conviction, that a dis- 
believer in the atonement does not belong to the 
church of Christ — that a belief in redemption ap- 
pears to be perfectly indispensable to a justify- 
ing reception of evangelical truth. But there is 
one particular in this faith which peculiarly be- 
longs to a work on the practice of piety, and 
which alone demands a minute attention in the 
actual stage of our argument. 

It may be said that man is justified without 
works, but this is a doctrinal sentence that is 
capable of serious misconstruction. If, by faith 
without works, is to be understood faith without 
any works preceding it, which are good and ac- 
ceptable in the sight of God, then to the pro- 
pounder of the doctrine of justification, under this 
concise form of expression, we may so far yield 
a perfect concurrence. Because we maintain, 
according to our 13th Article, that all works be- 
fore justification, " have the nature of sin." No 
good works are antecedently necessary to justifi- 
cation, because good works are antecedently im- 
practicable. Justifying faith is without previous, 
tnot without concomitant and subsequent, 
d2 
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works. It is this distinction which shows a per- 
fect consistency in the doctrines of Scripture m 
tliis point.* And it is for want of attending to, 
or, at least, proclaiming this distinctioD, that the 
vehement assertors of faith unconnected with 
works, have given much offence to their more 
cautions, if not more orthodox, opponents. 

If it were indispensable to prove that we couW 
not trust, without presumption, (o any faith, ss 
the means of justification, which was not at least 
succeeded, where there was opportunity, by some 
degree of moral obedience to the laws of the 
gospel, we might appeal to the examples of those 
whom we know to have believed, and to have 
been justified ; and to doctriues of Scripture, in 
such multitudes of citations, as would be more 
tedious than necessary. That portion of the 
New Testament which is entitled the Bpisties, 
was addressed, as is well known, to believers in 
Christ, whom the Scripture describes, in g:eneral, 
as having been justified by their faith. Now, if 
we examine into the lives of those believers, we 
shall find that they are represented as exhibiting 
a considerable degree of obedience. We may 
not be able to discover any very remarkable con- 
formity in the Hebrew and the Galatian Chris- 
tians to the laws of the gospel, because they 

* Rom. iii. 26; Gal. ii. 16 ; James ii. 24. 
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pear in great numbers, so unsettled in tbeir faith, 
as to be in imminent danger of total apostasy. 
But of the other churches, the representation is 
of a far different character. Of the Colossians, 
it is said, in their corporate capacity, that they 
lived some time, or formerly, in fornication, un- 
cleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, 
and covetousness, which implies that their habits 
of life were changed in these respects ; and, fur- 
thermore, the apostle declares, that they had, at 
the time of his addressing them, renounced se- 
veral other evil passions and practices, such as 
anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, and indecent 
conversation.* After enumerating several classes 
of sinners to the Corinthians, he adds, " Such 
were some of you, but ye are justified, but ye are 
sanctified ;" an expression strongly declaratory of 
their assumption of a new moral character.f A 
similar remark is applicable to the Roman church. 
Though St. Paul was fearful that they might 
judaize, yet he conveys to us a very exalted no- 
tion of their obedience wiiile they adhered to the 
true faith. " God be thanked," says he, " ye were 
the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the 
heart that form of doctrine which was delivered 
you. Being then made free," or freed, " from sin, 
ye became the servants of righteousness. As ye 
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liaix yielded your members servants to undean- 
ncss, and to iniquity unto iniquity, even so 
now yield your members senants to righteous- 
ness unto holiness." And in conUnuatiM, 
" Now being made free from sin, and bt- 
come servants to God, ye have your fruit unto 
holiness, and the end everlasting life." (Rom. «. 
17—19, 22.) 

The apostle, in the chapter whence these verses 
are extracted, is affirming this very doctrine, that 
Christians must not continue in sin. It is with 
especial reference to obedience and disobedience 
that the verses are professedly written. And no- 
thing can be more evident than that the Romans 
had been formerly immoral and wicked, but that 
they had, in some measure, kept the command- 
ments when they received his epistle. 

Our doctrine derives additional force from the 
example of the Ephesian church. " In time past," 
says St. Paul to them, " ye walked accord- 
ing to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that j 
now workcth in the children of disobedience : 
among whom also we all had our conversation in ' 
times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the ' 
desires of the flesh and of the mind ; and were by 
nature the children of wrath, even as others." 
This IS enough for our purpose. We see that ■ 
the Epliesians owe were such, which signifies ' 
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that they were not at the time St. Paul wrote to 

them. Theapostle, however, proceeds; "But God, 

I even when we were dead in sips, hath quickened 

I us, together with Christ, and hath raised us up 

I together, and made us sit together in heavenly 

places in Christ Jesus. For we are his workman- 

lip, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 

which God hath before ordained that we should 

walk in them."* The same might be advanced of 

the Thessalonian Christians ; nor ought it to be 

, omitted, that the epistle to the Christians of 

Philippi seems to characterise them as the most 

exemplary in this respect of all the primitive 

churches. In perfect harmony with the opinion 

that the justified believer was obedient to the 

laws of Christ, is the character which we have 

received of almost the only individual, an account 

of whose manner of life, after his conversion, is 

transmitted to our times : I mean St. Paul.'l" 

The doctrines also of the apostolic writings, and 

of St. Paul's epistles in particular, are most un- 

, answerable evidences of the same important 

truth.J 



» Eph.ii. 2— 6. 10. 

t Acts xxiT. 16 ; I Cor. ix. 27 ; Phil, Hi, 13, 14. 17 ; iv. 13 ; 
f 2 Tim. iv. 7. 

t 2 Cor. r. 17; Eph. ii. 10; iv. 21—24, kc. ; Tit. ii. 14; 
I lit. 8 ; 2 Pet. i. fi — 7 ; James i. 22. Also the denlb of Christ, 
I wliicli may be perverted into an entourugemciit to aiii, is ax- 
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That the religion of Christ produced holiaess 
and morality in the convert, we have the con- 
current testimony of writers whose language may 
be less liable to misinterpretation. An apologist 
for the primitive Christians describes them as fol- 
lowers of the eternal God through his Son. " We," 
eays he, " who were formerly addicted to carnal 
pleasures, now delight in the most immaculate 
purity. Those amongst us who practised magical 
impostures, have devoted themselves to the good 
and uncreated God. Those who constituted the 
chief happiness in the possession and the improve- 
ment of the gifts of fortune, now contribute their 
property to the common stock, and share it with 
the indigent. Those between whom existed a 
mutual hatred and deadly feuds — who excluded 
from their hearths the members of other tribes, 
on account of the diversity of their customs, now, 
since the appearance of Christ in the world, dwell 
together in amity, pray for their enemies, and en- 
deavour to persuade their uncharitable opponents 
to live conformably to the pure precepts of Christ 
— that they may enjoy the reasonable hope of at- 
taining from the Lord of the universe the same, 
eternal recompence as themselves."* 



preaaly declared in Scripture to be intended to produce h 
poaile effect. 2 Cor. v. 16 ; Gal. i. 4 ; 1 Thoss. v, 10 ; Tit. ii. 
14 ; 1 Pet. ii. 24, 

• Ju-ti. Mart, 1 Apol. xvii. 
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Odcc more. " What powerful influence the 
commandments of God, in consequence of their 
simplicity and truth, exert on the rainds of men, 
says a Christian writer of the fourth century, 
daily experience testifies. Show me a man that 
is passionate, abusive, and of an ungovernable 
temper : with a very few sentences from the word 
of God, I will make him as gentle as a lamb. 
Show me a covetous, avaricious, grasping man ; I 
will present him to you with a character for libe- 
rality and distributing his money in bountiful 
profusion. Give me one who dreads pain and 
death : he shall despise them in all their most 
formidable shapes. Bring me the libidinous, the 
adulterer, the debauchee : you shall see him at 
once sober, chaste, and continent. Present be- 
fore me the bloodthirsty and cruel man ; his fury 
shall be instantly converted into real clemency. 
Send me the fraudulent, the foolish, and the sinful : 
immediately shall he become just, and prudent, 
and blameless — for in the laver of regeneration 
shall his nature be renewed." * 

Thus, both according to uninspired and the 

scriptural writers, does the faith in Christ appear 

to have been so invariably succeeded by holiness 

of life; and so indispensably necessary is this 

^m holiness represented to divine approbation, that 



^ Lnalaiit. lib. iii- cup. xxvi. 
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he would be a bold candidate for the crown of 
righteousness, who should consider himself 
justified by a faith which had not effected a reft 
mation of his vicious manners. 



But I contend farther, that a justifying faith 
involves in it the sincere disposition to observe 
the practical precepts of piety, and that it pro- 
duces obedience as its immediate consequence. 

St, Paul had no sooner pronounced the doc- 
trine of justification by faith, than, as a learned 
and luminous writer observes, " he checks him- 
self, as it were, by subjoining this proviso : da 
we then make void the law through faith? God 
forbid ! yea, we establish the law. Whatever 
he meant by his assertion concerning faith, he 
takes care to let them know he did not mean this, 
'to make void the law,' or to dispense with 
obedience."* 

It certainly is not the intention of the doctrine 
to annul the obligations of the faithful to keep 
the commandments. I very much incline to be- 
lieve that the apostle in this passage signified 
even more; that the very doctrine of a justifying 
faith established the law, because, immediately on 
its reception, we are laid under the strongest ob- 
ligation to observe all the ordinances of the divine 
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legislator. Whether this was his design or not, 
it certainly seems agreeable to the reason of the 
thing, that we should be so urged to obedience. 
I argue in this manner : It is sin which renders 
man obnoxious to the divine displeasure, disturbs 
him with the fear of the judgment, and disqualifies 
him for heavenly enjoyments. As soon, then, as 
he is justified by faith for his past transgressions, 
supposing that he has been duly sensible of 
his previous forlorn and lost condition, it does 
appear, so to speak, a natural consequence, as 
well as his bounden duty, out of regard to the 
divine will, that he should be impelled by the 
deepest gratitude, to endeavour to please his 
almighty Benefactor, by performing his behests 
to the utmost of human, but divinely assisted, 
ability; and as he had been happily liberated 
from the thraldom of sin, that he would experience 
the greatest horror of its future tyranny, and 
would fly for refuge to the comforts of a dutiful 
observance of the divine laws. One scriptural 
argument strongly confirms this view of the pas- 
sage. The most infallible sign of loving God 
and the Saviour is obedience to their commands. 
" If ye love me," says Christ, " keep my command- 
ments ;" (John xiv. 15;) " and this is the love of 
God," says St. John, " that we keep his com- 
mandments." (1 John V. 3.) And besides this, 
our love of God arises from his love of us, " We 
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love Ilim because he first loved us." (1 John iv. 19.) 
I ask, tbeu, when can we be supposed to love 
him more than at a time that we have just re- 
ceived from him the most comfortable rest from 
the heavy burden of accumulated guilt? When, 
then, as obedience is tlie criterion of love, are we 
more likely to bear the moral fruits of righteous- 
ness ? 

But it is not only on reason, though connected 
with Scripture, that we ground the truth of our 
position, that obedience is the instantaneous pro- 
duce of a justifying faith. Scripture leads, by 
direct assertion, to the same conclusion. No 
argument need be adduced beyond the dogma of 
St. James, that faith without works is dead, being 
alone; and his appeal to the case of Abraham 
being justified by works, in illustration of his 
remark.* It may be presumed, I imagine, that 
DO man will be hardy enough to contend that a 
faith which the apostle calls dead, can be one 
which justifies. 1 conclude, then, that so far 
from a justifying faitli being without works alto- 
gether, it is, in fact, the germinating principle of 
all goodness, and righteousness, and truth ; that a 
man is justified only by faith, but it must be 
such a faith in Christ as prompts him instantly 
to a pious and moral performance of the divine 
laws. See also Rom. ii. 13. 

• James ii. 17, 20, to the end of the chajii 
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Whatever unsatisfactoriness may appear to at- 
tach to our arguments for the necessity of obe- 
dience, both immediately and continually after the 
profession of a true faith; it cannot, I think, be 
for a moment disputed, that the belief in such 
effects of faith would be a safe supposition. 

Now, it would be agreeable to my purpose of 
proposing a scheme of safety, and would increase 
the force of my main argument, were it admitted 
that a state of faith which justifies is properly 
identified with a state of conversion. No doubt 
of their identity exists in my own mind. But the 
proof of the coincidence would be extensive and 
intricate, and probably, to many minds, unsatis- 
factory; and we can establish a right to associate 
the ideas of conversion and justifying faith, upon 
a mucli more simple, and apparently more im- 
moveable principle- Though it were not demon- 
strable that conversion and justifying faith are 
convertible terms, yet it is unquestionably safe 
to consider that the justified are converted. For 
if conversion is not completed at the time that 
faith has attained the point to which justification 
is annexed by the divine mercy ; then conver- 
sion must either have taken place before justifi- 
cation, or will follow the faith in that annexation. 
Now were conversion to precede justification, we 
must necessarily suppose, for safety, that a man 
must be converted in order to be justified. But, 
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on the contrary, supposing that conversioo is a 
state of advanceraent upon justification, then, by 
combining the two conditions, and attributing to 
justification all the privileges and accidents of 
conversion, we only make it more comprehensive 
than is necessary, and therefore err — but on the 
side of safety. For these reasons, I shall in the 
following part of my work — not that any essen- 
tial argument indeed depends upon it — regard the 
state of conversion and justification as one 
the same. 



To prevent most important misconceptions, it 
will be useful to remark, that justification for sins 
committed after conversion is not to be obtained 
by obedience alone, but solely by that renewal of 
a lively faith in Christ as our propitiation which 
disposes us to fresh obedience. Justification is 
always by faith. Repentance and obedience make 
no compensation for our misdeeds. Our disobe- 
dience can be expiated only by Christ. This ex- 
piation is to be received through faith in his aton- 
ing merits. Also it must be understood, that 

imperfect holiness requires for acceptance a propi- 
tiatory influence with God of the same and ouly 
iWediator. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Inquiry into an amount of Obedience svffi.' 
dent, as Jar as Obedience goes, for a state of 
Justification or Conversion. 



Some obedience is inseparable from a converted 
state, I proceed in this and the following chap- 
ter, to ascertain that amount of it to which we 
may attach the idea of suiEciency. 

Nothing less, then, in the first place, than a 
renunciation of every known sin will satisfy the 
divine demands. We must keep all the laws of 
God with which we are acquainted. The proofs 
of this truth are various. St. James instructs us 
that '* whosoever shall keep the whole law, and 
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all."* It 
cannot be imagined, that he whose guilt is of 
such magnitude that he may be pronounced a 
violator of all the laws of God, can be one whose 
obedience is that which accompanies a state of 
justification. There is one place in the Old Tes- 
tament, where God has described repentance, 
which is a part at least of conversion, in terms so 
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plain, as far as regards obedience to the law, that 
it cannot be misunderstood. His object is ex- 
pressly to explain the nature of his dealings, in 
vindication of himself, against the murmuring of 
malcontents. And this is one of the principles 
which he declares that he acts upon. " If the 
wicked will turn from all his sins, that he hath 
committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that 
which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, 
he shall not die." * Now, it must be an error to 
imagine that any persons who would not turn 
from all their sins, and keep all God's statutes, 
were to be considered as penitents, because such 
a supposition would imply that God had not ex- 
plained the principles of his dispensations, which 
is contrary to the professed intention, and there- 
fore, as we must suppose, to the fact. Strongly 
corroborative of the same doctrine is the declara- 
tion of Christ, in his sermon on the Mount. 
" Whosoever shall break one of these least com- 
mandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be 
called the least in the kingdom of heaven." -j- 
Another confirmation of the truth occurs in the 
conversation of Christ and the rich young man, 
preserved in the gospels of Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke. He was deficient in only one duty. He 
wanted a disposition to surrender himself and his 
possessions to the will of his Saviour. He went 
♦ Ezek. xviii. 21. + Mi 
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away from Christ sorrowful, in consequence of his 
love of riches.* One thing was sufficient to part 
tLem. The language of the Psalmist seems to 
convey the same lesson : " So shall I not be 
confounded when I have respect unto all thy 
commandments." f In concurrence with these 
testimonies, it is extremely worthy of observation, 
that in certain passages, revealing the exclusion of 
sinners from the kingdom of heaven, they or their 
sins are named disjunctively .J A sin of one or 
of another kind, if they were unconverted from it, 
was enough to bar the gate of heaven against 
them. It is written, besides, that we cannot 
serve two masters j^ and, certainly, in establish- 
ing the doctrine which we at this moment defend, 
Scripture is supported by our reason. It is evi- 
dently absurd to imagine that we can be con- 
verted to Christ while there is one commandment 
which we tcill not keep. In this case wc are 
drawn in two contrary directions — in one, by the 
voice of God to obey him ; in the other, by the 
force of our own natural inclinations, to disobey. 
We follow whither our inclinations lead. We 
turn from God, not to him ; that is, we are not 
converted to him. 

have said, that in order to have a justifying 



• Mark x. 21,32. 

X 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10 ; Eph. i 
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faith, we must be renouncing all known sins, and 
practiKtng all known duties; tbiis admitting the 
compatibility of the omission of unknown duties 
with a slutc of justification. And I think, upon 
one condition, that this is strictly agreeable to 
Scripture. Though it is certainly evident, in the 
inspired writings, that the ignorance of duty 
docti not make the omission innocent, yet it ap- 
pears to render the offender extremely excusable 
in tlic divine judgment. But that which is deci- 
sive on this point, with one proviso, is the con- 
ftidoralion, that supposing a believer in Christ is 
uninformed of one or more duties, it is literally 
impossible that he should, for the time, discharge 
them as a man who is justly responsible. The 
proviso is tliis : we must suppose for safety, and 
tu duty to God, that the ignorance of the man is 
not wilful, nor arises from his own neglect, and 
Ihut he takes the most apparent means of extending 
\\\» information, and practises every new doty 
vfhii,'h comes to his knowledge. In a word, this 
muHt W HutHcient, for it is impossible that the 
iitun can do moro. 

In vstiiuatiit^ the degree of obedience which is 
X\> bf found iu the true aud enlightened convert tc 
Cbristitmity, very valuable is the testimony of the 
«)H>tiitle Johu. " We know that ' 
bom ot' CkhI $iaiK<h not ; but he tlut s I 
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of God kcepetb himself, and that wicked one 
toucheth him not."* " Whosoever," says he, 
"abideth in him, (i. e. in Christ,) sinneth not; 
whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither 
known him. Little children," he goes on, " let 
DO man deceive you : he that doeth righteousness 
is righteous, even as he is righteous. He that 
committeth sin is of the devil ; for the devil sin- 
neth from the beginning. Whosoever is bom of 
God doth not commit sin ; for his seed remaineth 
in him : and he cannot sin, because he is born of 
God."t 

These passages are all, in their obvious sense, 
so many corroborations of the doctrine that every 
known duty must be practised ; inasmuch as it is 
impossible that any man can be void of sin who 
violates one of the commands of his Saviour. 
But, received in their most apparent signification, 
they go farther than this. If they do not admit 
of some abatement of that appearance, we must 
believe that he who ever offends in one the least 
point, forfeits his title to membership in the 
christian community. And the idea of the per- 
fectibility of human nature is by no means self- 
evidently irrational. We cannot, strictly speak- 
ing, assert that it is impossible for man to keep 
the commandments of God perfectly, whatever 
we may think of the improbability of its having 
■ I Jobn V. 18. +1 John Hi. 6—9, 
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ever been done in time past, or of its future ac- 
cotnplisiimenl; because, knowing that our ability 
to perform llie will of God comes from God him- 
self, and tliat he is able to do exceeding abund- 
antly above all that we ask or tbiuk,* it would be 
presumption in us to make an assertion, which, in 
description, limits the power of the Almighty. 
It is capable of proof, however, that those pas- 
sages of St. John, which we have just cited, do 
not signify that the justified believer is perfectly 
obedient. And it will quadrate with our object 
to ascertain their precise signification. But those 
texts of Scripture which may appear to some per- 
sons to qualify tlieir superficial construction 
most powerfully, are, in effect, rather confirma- 
tory of the necessity of great obedience; and in 
order to arrive at the exact sense of Scripture oU 
this head, it is necessary to examine into these 
portions of it. To this examination I will next 
proceed. 

The most remarkable passage comprehended 
under this description, is the last nineteen verses 
of the seventh chapter of the Epistle to the Ro- 
mans. It is not, I believe, uncommonly assumed 
that St. Paul is here speaking of himself, and in 
his character of a convert to Christ. If these as- 
sumptions were true, the doctrine delivered would 
not interdict the christian fellowship to indefinite 
* Epii. iii. 20. 
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disobedience. This were, doubtless, a very com- 
fortable doctrine, if it could be maintained ; and 
if we listen to the voice of nature within us, we 
Bhall vehemently desire its truth. There are 
several reasons, however, which carry strong 
conviction, for asserting that St. Paul was not de- 
scribing his own circumstances. — We may begin 
by observing, that to suppose the contrary would 
be a manifest contradiction of numerous passages 
of Scripture, which portray the character of the 
convert, in a variety of expressions, of which tlie 
significalion, in its principal points, has been as- 
certained above all reasonable suspicion of error. 
There are, besides, affirmations contained in the 
passage which are false of St. Paul in parti- 
cular, are inconsistent with facts elsewhere re- 
corded of him in the holy volume, especially the 
sentence, " I was alive without the law once," 
and that conflict so difl'usely described between 
the spiritual and carnal natures, in which the 
victory seems almost invariably to declare in 
favour of the sinful antagonist. St. Paul was 
born and bred under the law, and lived in the 
most rigorous conformity to its ordinances. And 
the numerous and unquestionable declarations 
which St. Paul had previously published of his 
own conduct after his conversion, irresistibly 
repel every supposition of the applicability of 
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this description to himself.* But more than all 
this — such an interpretation would be contradic- 
tory of what St. Paul had just written in the sixth 
chapter, and of what follows in the eighth. This 
would go to establish the very doctrine which he 
is there, in close connexion, labouring to over- 
throw. It would be charging him, or rather the_ 
Scripture, with gross inconsistency of argumi 
That St. Paul is not describing the state of 
version appears, farther, from a passage in the 
Epistle to the Galatians.t He says there, "The 
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against the flesh ; and these are contrary the one 
to the other, so that ye cannot do the things that 
ye would." Here is a case exactly like that de- 
scribed in the seventh chapter of the Epistle to 
the Roman church. Nor, considering the insta- 
bility of the faith of the Galatians, do I see any 
difficulty in believing that they were, in consider- 
able numbers at least, in danger of obeying their 
carnal appetites, and indulging their natural pro- 
pensities. But St. Paul adds—" Walk m the 
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the 
flesh;— but if ye be led of the Spirit, ye ai 
not under the law." These words are the wi 
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immediate context. And it is evident from it, 
that if Christians walk in the Spirit, as they are 
required and expected to do, tbey will not fulfil 
the lust of the flesh, but be able to do the things 
which they would. And that, accordingly, St. 
Paul could not be adverting to a Christian walk- 
ing in the Spirit, when be says that he habitually 
acts contrary to his conscience. To which it 
may be added, that the use of the first personal 
pronoun creates no impediment to the admission 
of our view of the passage, it being perfectly 
agreeable to the manner of the apostle, more 
particularly in advancing doctrines that might 
not be well received.* The supposition of the 
apostle's intending himself individually, in the 
passage in question, is, furthermore, absurd, in- 
dependently of the considerations which have 
been already alluded to. The passage begins — 
" What shall we say then ? Is the law sin ? God 
forbid; I bad not known sin but by the law." 
Here we may very properly commence our in- 
quiry into the true meaning of it. And whether 
St. Paul contemplated either the law of Moses or 
of nature, or both the one and the other, I am of 
opinion that it would be almost ridiculous to sup- 
pose, that when he endited the sentence be wrote 

* I Cor. iv. 4. 6 ; vi. 12; x. 22, 23. 30 ; xiii. 2; Gal. ii. 
16—18; Eph. ii. 3; 1 Tliess. iv. 17 ; Rom- iii. 7. 
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absolutely of his own person. For what does it 
amount to in that case? He asks, Is the law 
sin ? His answer is, Certainly not, because I, 
Paul, could not have known what sin was, if it 

had not been for the goodness of the law. That 
no mere man can deserve more of our reverence 
than St. Paul, I readily allow ; but to suppose 
that the natural or revealed law of God, or both 
those laws, must be good, because only one man, 
however venerable, could not have known sin 
without them, is offering so trivial a fact for the 
proof of the goodness of so momentous a matter 
as any law of that infinite Being, that we must, 
as it appears to me, esteem it out of all propor- 
tion, and pronounce it palpably absurd ; and, 
therefore, conclude that this cannot be the apos- 
tle's signification. Not, then, to examine the 
passage farther on this principle, (it being unne- 
cessary to do so, as the same person appears to 
be intended throughout,) what strikes us as 
most reasonable ? Whom would it seem that the 
apostle is representing by the pronoun of the 
first person ? One of bis objects is clearly, in a 
large space wherein our passage stands, to show 
that the law of revealed or natural religion, or 
law in general, does not justify. It is quite evi- 
dent that he wants to prove that, by the law of 
which he is discoursing, is the knowledge of sin, 
unaccompanied by justification. Now, this we 
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know may be predicated of all the Jewish nation, 
as well as of St. Paul, if he intended the Mosaic 
dispensation, or of all mankind, if we are to un- 
derstand the law inscribed on the human heart. 
Any one, therefore, fully acquainted with the ar- 
guments, the substance of which we have just 
adduced, would naturally suspect instantly that 
St. Paul was speaking of himself, in his human 
capacity, or national character, or in both, ac- 
cording to circumstances. Considering that the 
goodness of the law must be, in great measure, 
estimated by its suitableness to the persons for 
whose use it was designed; this would be no 
trifling evidence of its goodness, that whatever 
man was made acquainted with it, immediately 
knew the nature of sin — that the goodness of the 
law evinced to men the evil of all that is opposed 
to it. Nor is there any thing forced or unnatural 
in this species of egotism. If what the apostle 
advanced might be said of all mankind, or of 
the whole Jewish nation, we cannot deny the 
strictest propriety and simplicity, in speaking of 
himself, either as a human creature, or as an 
Israelite, that which is applicable to all those 
persons who have received the law in contem- 
plation. And this construction will be further 
established, by observing that it elucidates the 
whole passage. It describes the state of the 
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world, or of a particular nation, from first to last. 
" I was alive without the law once." This is cer- 
tainly true of the Jew, and may be defended as 
applicable to man ; and under law, without grace, 
man, Jew or heathen, naturally struggles, and is 
overcome. And who is to deliver man from this 
slavery ? Can the law do it ? No ; only God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. This view of the 
passage also perfectly harmonizes with the other 
doctrines of the apostle, and falls in exactly with 
the main argument, which he is actually main- 
taining in the early part of the epistle, the object 
of which is to convince the Jews and the Jewish, 
if not the Heathen Christians, that they cannot 
be justified by their law, but only by faith in 
Jesus Christ. By little more than references to 
well-known arguments, and in the concisest form, 
1 have devoted considerable space to this expo- 
sition ; but not more, I conceive, than the im- 
portance of the passage under examination de- 
mands. Every favourable opportunity ought, in- 
deed, to be taken to expose the fallacy of their 
opinions, who suppose it applicable to the Chris- 
tian Paul ; if, as is most probable, a persuasion 
of that kind is not unlikely to encourage them to 
continue in freer indulgence of the natural pas- 
sions, than is consistent with good hope of sal- 
vation. And it ought now to be observed, that 
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the passage under review is one tbat argues the 
necessity of obedience. For, if true Christians 
are delivered from the body of this death, if they 
are delivered by Christ from doing that which 
they would not, and from being brought into cap- 
tivity to the law of sin, which is in their mem- 
bers, it follows, in fact, to use St. Paul's reason- 
ing in his own words, that they serve in the new- 
ness of the Spirit, and not in the oldness of the 
letter. And, again, if we who, at least, call our- 
selves Christians, discover a resemblance between 
the character of the unconverted Jew or heathen, 
and ourselves ; if we do that which we allow not, 
if we do not that which we would, but do what we 
hate ; for to will is present with us, but how to 
perform that which is good we find not, but the 
evil which we would not that we do ; if we de- 
light in the law of God after the inward man, 
but we see another law iu our members, not 
barely warring against the law in our minds, 
but bringing them into captivity to the law of sin 

• which is in our members, what is the conse- 
quence ? That we are not delivered from the 
body of that death through Jesus Christ — in 
plain terras, that we are not Christians ; or, to 
^^ continue St. Paul's reasoning, by employing 
^fe words immediately following in the Epistles we 
^H are not those for whom there is now no condemoa- 
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lion — those who are in Christ Jesus, walking not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.* 

The passage, then, to which these observations 
refer, so far from qualifying the apparent signifi- 
cation of those texts quoted in this chapter which 
seem to require sinless obedience in the Christian, 
at least leaves their force undiminished. 

The conduct of the apostle of the circumcision 
exhibits an instance of disobedience which may 
be easily drawn into an argument fur the com- 
patibleness of great laxity of morals with spiritual 
comnninioD : his wicked denial of the Lord, in- 
volving three of the most sinful abuses of the 
tongue, lying, swearing, and imprecation. f What 
man addicted to these violations of the laws of 
God, might not encourage himself to trust in such 
practices, and others equally heinous, being con- 
sistent with a state of divine favour, if he regards 
St. Peter, at the time, as a converted Christian ? 
But this would be a perversion of the example. 
I contend that he was unconverted to Christ pre- 

» " I rnyaelf," ver- 2fi. The improbability of St. Pauls in- 
tending to apeak in bis own person, bas induced commentators 
to seeli a different construction in tbis place. More than one 
iulerprelation Uas been hazarded, eaiTying tbe appearance of 
irulb, I tbink it sufficient to make tbis remark without in- 
cuixing a disquisition of ibe necessary length, 
wbich is to be preferred. 

t Matt, awi. 74. 
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viously to tbese transgressions, I rest not my 
opinion entirely on that expression of our Lord, 
" When thou art converted, strengthen thy bre- 
thren;"* nor on the more general admonition, 
** Except ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven/'t Nor am I unconscious that there are 
apparent evidences to the contrary, especially in 
St. John's Gospel. But I request the intelligent 
;Teader of the New Testament to qualify those 
passages as much as the context and other cir- 
cumstances require — to take into the account the 
various revelations aifecting the question, and of 
opposite tendencies — to determine the superiority 
of weight in the preponderating scale— to con- 
sider particularly the nature of some of the bless- 
ings, which, it is generally believed, were be- 
stowed on the apostles by the elTiision of the 
Holy Spirit of God after Christ's ascension — to 
compare the intelligence and opinions of St. Peter 
before the great day of Pentecost, with his faith 
and spirituality as they appear in the pages of 
the Acts and of his own Epistles — to reflect 
whether he could be contemplated as a true be- 
liever till after the illumination which, it seems, 
he received on that memorable festival. I pre- 
sume that no one who inquires minutely into 
the facts and circumstances connected with his 
* Luke xxii. 32. f MnU. xviii. 3. 
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case, will pronounce for his spiritual conversion 
at an earlier date ; and that therefore his profane- 
Dess before his Master's death is no argument for 
its consistency with a state of acceptance. 

There are several records in holy writ to the 
evident disadvantage of those who had undoubt- 
edly been converted, which may appear to dis- 
countenance, or even to dispense with the ne- 
cessity of strict adherence to the discharge of 
practical duties. We find this to be true of those 
churches which the apostles had planted, and had 
pronounced in general to consist of true disciples 
of their heavenly Master. Now, if the sinful 
persons here alluded to were regarded by the 
apostles as Christians, under the effects of their 
transgressions, then it must be possible and ne- 
cessary to mitigate considerably the severity of 
St. John's declarations in particular. But if they 
were repudiated by them from the christian 
fellowship, then their cases come only in further 
confirmation of the doctrine of the necessity of 
rigid obedience in inverse proportion to their 
enormities. And, judging by the apostolic cen- 
sures on the most irregular of them, we certainly 
might infer from their cases alone, that the 
christian religion grants no large dispensation 
from the moral law. 

Tn none of the early churches, which were not 
in danger of relapsing into infidelity, or aposti 
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tizing to Judaism, was there more ungodliness 
and disobedience than in the church of Corinth. 
Corinth, it is well known, had been a city dis- 
graced by excessive immorality and licentious- 
ness, in its heathen state. After Christ had been 
preached and believed on tliere, the citizens gave 
too manifest proofs of the force of their pristine 
habits. The most important fact of this nature, 
that meets us, in St. Paul's first Epistle to the 
Corinthians, is an instance of fornication in the 
community, with his comments upon it. " It is 
reported commonly," says he, " that there is for- 
nication among you, and such fornication as is 
not so much as named among the Gentiles, that 
one should have his father's wife. And ye are 
puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he 
that hath done this deed might be taken away 
from among you."" " I wrote unto you, not to 
company with fornicators, yet not altogether with 
the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous 
or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then ye 
must needs go out of the world. But now I 
have written unto you not to keep company : if 
any man that is called a brother, be a fornicator, 
or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a 
drunkard, or an extortioner, with such an one, no 
not to eat. Therefore put away from yourselves 
that wicked person."! Now, whether we regard 
• lCnr.v.1.2. y I Cor. v. 9— II. 13. 
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tliia decree as expressing: an exclusion from com- 
mon society, or from the communion of the church, 
does not make much difference. Received accord- 
ing to the former interpretation, it may mean a treat- 
ment intended to bring him to shame for his miscon- 
duct; but then, it proves, at the same time, that 
the man was really disqualified for the christian 
profession : for if he were to be debarred associa- 
tion with his acquaintance, it appears reasonable 
to imagine that he was much more unworthy of 
the symbolic participation of Clirist, in common 
with the faithful. But if, as it is generally be- 
lieved, it signifies that he was unfit, in the judg- 
ment of the apostle, to be admitted to church 
communion, then it immediately follows, that he 
was chargeable with spiritual defection ; for who- 
ever is unprepared to hold fellowship with the 
worshipper of Christ, must be destitute of that 
preparation which is required for society with the 
beatified. It does appear to me certain, and it is, 
I believe, the opinion of the most respectable 
commentators on Scripture, that the apostle in- 
tends excommunication from the eucharisl. In- 
deed, the sentence of condemnation, written by 
St. Paul in the same chapter with the other re- 
ference to the case, seems alone a convincing 
proof that the man had unchristian! zed himself. 
It is this : " In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
when ye are gathered together, and my spirit. 
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with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, I have 
determined to deliver such an one unto Satan for 
the destruction of the flesh, that the soul may he 
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus."* It is ob- 
servable here that the intention of the punishment 
of the apostle evidently is, that the soul might be 
saved; and this is equivalent to the assertion, 
that unless some change were wrought in the 
transgressor, his soul would not be saved ; an<l 
that therefore his soul was not in a justified and 
acceptable condition. The truth of this inference 
is evidenced still more strongly by 1 Cor. xi. 32, 

[ which unquestionably relates to the same punish- 

f ment. 

I now turn to another infallible evidence of 

' very enormous wickedness, supposed, at least, to 
have been committed by a considerable portion 
of the Corinthian church. (2 Cor. xii. 20.) It is 
at the same time a solid ground of conviction that 
those members of it, on the truth of tlie supposi- 
tion, were tares among the visible society of. pro- 
fessing Christians. " I fear," says he, " lest, when 
I come I shall not find you such as I would— lest 
there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, back- 
bitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults. And 
lest, when I come again, I shall bewail many 
which have sinned already, and have not repented 
of the uncleanness and fornication and lascivious- 
• 1 Cor. V. 4,5. 
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ness whicU they have committed." (2 Cor. xii. 
20, 21.) It may be asked, were these people to 
be bewailed because of their dishonour to Christ, 
or of the peril in which they had involved their 
souls ? I think it is certain that it was partly on 
their own account, as being themselves under 
divine condemnation. It is indisputable from the 
passage, that the apostle apprehended that the 
offenders had not repented of their wickedness, 
and that he considered the circumstance of im- 
penitence as a cause of lamentation j and we can- 
not doubt that if they were impenitent, they 
were not prepared for judgment, nor in a state of 
justification. Another argument that the apostle 
meant to bewail them, as not being actually justi- 
fied by faith, is deducible from the severity of 
his animadversions, his suspicions, and particu- 
larly his purpose, if liis warnings were unavailing, 
of using towards tliem the power which was con- 
ferred upon him, "for edification, and not for de- 
struction." It is indubitable that this was the 
identical power mentioned in the latter case, of 
delivering them over to Satan for the destruction 
of the flesh, that the soul might be saved in the 
day of the Lord Jesus. I think it is impossible, 
on reading these e.-cpressions of the apostle, to 
imagine that, in the divine judgment, or at least 
in his opinion, which ought to determine our own, 
these supposed offenders had not forfeited ac- 
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ceptance. The apostle might not know Ihe extent 
of their wickedness, nor the violence of their 
obstinacy. Perhaps he speaks (this is immaterial 
to our question) Lypothetically on these points. 
I But supposing that liis conjectures of their sin- 
I fulness were well founded, could he have rebuked 
' them with so much sharpness — have expressed 
his apprehension of their reprobation — have me- 
naced them with the application of his ultimate 
remedy, if he thought such sinners, as he con- 
sidered them to be, had continued in a justified 
condition ? It is then to be inferred, from two 
arguments contained in the extract, that the com- 
mission of the sins named, as in tlie apostle's 
contemplation, must have constituted an aliena* 
tion from the christian commonwealth. 

In 1 Cor. iii. 1,2,3, the same persons are 
called "carnal," and "babes in Christ;" and it 

imay appear from a cursory perusal of the pas- 
sage, that Christians may habitually indulge in 
strife and envy without apostasy. But, 1, not 
only is it impossible to understand "carnal" here 
in its worse sense ; but, 2, " babe in Christ" most 
probably is synonymous with " babe" iu Heb. v. 12 
— -14 ; one not possessing more than a very slender 
knowledge of Christianity : 3, these two terms 

1" carnal," and " babes in Christ," are a descrip- 
tion of the Corinthians at a period prior to the 
date of the Epistle, viz. when St. Paul preached 
i 
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at Corinth ; and, 4, whatever " babes in Christ" 

may signify, he certainly does not expressly en- 
title them to that appellation at the time of his 
writing the Epistle, and when he instructs us 
that they were polluted with envious and conten- 
tious passions. His opinion of their actual state 
may be easily collected. He is not certain that 
he ought not to visit them with severity or punish- 
ment. (I Cor. iv. 21.) Probably his doubts arose 
from his imperfect information concerning them, 
and his imputing their religious disputes to ig- 
norance of their sinfulness. He hoped, perhaps, 
that a gentle insinuation of displeasure might 
avail to their reformation. In the second Epistle, 
however, where, from chap, ix, almost to the 
end, the same schismatic spirit is the fundamental 
topic, he assumes a severer tone. (x. 6, 8 ; xi. 3 ; 
xii. 20, 21; xiii. 2, 10.) His language is ex- 
asperated, probably, becaiiKe he had discovered 
the strength of their prejudices and passions, by 
the inefEcacy of his former remonstrances, and 
because they had now no excuse from ignorance. 
Amongst his condemnations is that which has 
already engaged so much of our attention, the 
denunciation of judgment for edification and not 
for destruction. We perceive, then, what was 
the probable condition of the persons addressed, 
and what is a prudent inference for ourselves 
our present inquiry. 
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Other passag'es containing allusions fo tbe 
I sinfulness of professors of tlie Christian faith 
I exclude them, during the prevalence of sin, from 
the stale of justification, I think the following 
text refers to believers : — " Many walk, of whom 
I have told you often, and now tell you even 
weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross 
\ of Christ: whose god is their belly; who glory 
their shame ; who mind earthly things." 
(Phil, iii, 18.) It is almost too plain to admit 
of explanation as to the temporary reprobation 
of the persons so impressively deplored. 

A passage unquestionably capable of this re- 
ference occurs in 2 Thess. iii. 14 ; "If any man 
»«bey not our word by this epistle, note that man, 
and have no company with him, that he may be 
ashamed ; and yet count him not as an enemy, 
but admonish him as a brother." This proscrip- 

Ition from daily intercourse appears to warrant 
the supposition of his inadmissibility to the com- 
pany of the faithful in the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. It cannot be supposed, I conceive, that 
any person who was thought worthy to commu- 
nicate with the true disciple sliould be expelled 
from his conversation. In another place it is 
written, (the passage may allude to an apostasy 
from which it is not almost or quite impossible to 
recover,) " Follow peace with all men, and holi- 
\ ness, without which no man shall see the Lord : 
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looking diligently lest any man fell of tlie grace 
of God ; Itst there be any fornicator, or profane 
person, as Ksau, who for one morsel of meat sold 
his birthright. For ye know how that afterward, 
when he would have inherited the blessing, he 
was rejected : for he found no place of repentance, 
thongh he sought it carefully with tears." * And 
in a fourth, St. Peter writes, with respect to pro- 
fessors of the faith, that if, after they have escaped 
the pollutions of the world through the knowledge 
of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they arc 
again entangled therein and overcome, the latter 
end is worse with them than the beginning. "I" 

To which, I think, may be added those pas- 
sages of St. James v. 15, 16, and 1 St, John v. 16 : 
"The prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the 
Lord shall raise him up ; and if he have com- 
mitted sins, they shall be forgiven him,"&'c. And 
" If any man see his brother sin a sin which is 
not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give 
him life for them that sin not unto death." 

The sicknesses here described as visited upon 
these transgressors appear to be that delivery unto 
Satan which was the destruction of the flesh for 
the salvation of the soul, aud which the magni- 
tude or the multitude of their sins seems to have 
required. 

These are the principal texts of Scripture 
• Ileh. xii. 14—16. f 2 Pet. ii. 20. 
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which reveal the sins of those who had not re- 
nounced the profession of Christianity. I do not 
think it necessary to enter into any examination 
of more of them. It is not in any of these cases 
of wickedness, nor in these doctrinal passages, 
that we can find the qualifications to be desired 
of those portions of Scripture which wc have 
quoted, and which appear to exact the most ex- 
treme punctiliousness of obedience. Nothing 
could induce us to believe, after reading the doc- 
trines introduced into the former part of this 
chapter, that the apostles did, or could, regard 
those wicked believers as members of Christ, 
whose sins were of the nature and number here 
described, but some positive assertion or probable 
inference, that they did assign them that honour. 
Had at least any intimation to this eifect been 
made, but only on this supposition, it might have 
been credited. Even supposing they had con- 
cealed their opinions of these cases — had said 
nothing of the safety or the danger of the ac- 
cused, and nothing from which we could have 
conjectured their real sentiments, we must then 
have inferred from the rigid doctrines of the 
apostles, delivered, as we have seen elsewhere, 
that they were unfaithful and disobedient chil- 
dren, upon whom abode the divine displeasure. 
But if all they declared appears in condemnation 
of them, as if they had, for a time, no part nor 
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, then -i 



l«t in the christian matter, then we must imme- 
diately conclude that their relation to their Judge 
will bear no construction discordant with the 
most rigorous exactions of other passages. It is 
certain that the condemnation in all the quota- 
lions just adduced is not equally unambiguous, 
yet it may, I think, be affirmed, that there is 
probably no circumstance expressed, or implied, 
in the whole number, which contradicts or invali- 
dates the simple and apparent signification of the 
strictest doctrines, except perhaps the little profi- 
ciency of the Corinthians recorded in 1 Cor. iii, 1, 
St. Paul's original disposition to view their 
schisms with more lenity than in his second 
Epistle, and that we perceive from them that 
it is possible for a convert to fall from grace and 
to need restoration ; and that, therefore, with 
these exceptions, the doctrines in question re- 
main in full force as far as our inquiry has at 
present proceeded. Farther allowances, if any, 
must be sought and discovered from other 
sources. To these we will now direct our at- 
tention. 

That St. John's words are not to be understood 
with unmitig'ated seventy, may be demonstrated 
in the first place from himself, He has, in the 
same Epistle, whence our extracts have been 
taken, used such expressions as evidently declare 
that he did not intend the texts alluded to, to be 
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f first chapter I 
i no sin, we c 



[ received without restriction or limitation. In the 

i writes, " If we say that we have 

; deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

I io ns." * In another place of this same Epistle, 

he says, " Whosoever hath this hope in him puri- 

fieth himself even as he is pure."f Not hath 

purified, but purifieth himself; as if he said that 

■ the work of purification was still in progress — was 
I Dot complete. In a third place, also, of the same 
I Epistle, he declares — " These things write I 
I unto you, that ye sin not; but if any man 
I (does) sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
I Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is the propi- 
I tiation for our sins." X -And in a fourth, " If any 

man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto 

l.^eath,"§ &c. &c. So that he plainly implies, 

■whatever he meant by " those who are born of 

God do not and cannot sin," and sentences of a 

like purport, that he certainly did not intend that 

I they were entirely free from all sin of every kind 

I— were perfectly pure — or could not fall into sio 

fat all, for he here asserts, or supposes, the direct 

I contrary. Nor does this qualification of the 

■ sense of the apostle's expressions cast any impu- 
Itation of irregularity upon the language he has 
vadopted. There are texts of Scripture which are 
lequally strong, and yet plainly requiring qualifi- 
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cation. Our Saviour says, " A good tree cannot 
bring forth evil fruit."* Now, no man of any 
observation wants to be informed that some of 
the produce of a good tree may be bad. The 
words may be overstrained. We may easily un- 
derstand from them more than was intended. No- 
body can have read the Scriptures very skilfully, 
without perceiving innumerable examples of a 
Bimilar laxity of expression. For instance : "Ye 
are clean through the word which I have spoken 
unto you." (John xv. 3.) Neither this man nor his 
parents have sinned. (John ix. 3.) "Take no 
thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what 
ye shall drink ; nor yet for your body, what ye 
shall put on." (Matt. vi. 25.) "And call no man 
your father upon the earth." (Matt, xxiii. 9.) 
So, again, St. Paul addresses the members of en- 
tire churches as sanctified ; and yet he afterwards 
discloses the fact, that amongst them were to be 
found some that were unholy. 

But the imperfection of the believer, his liabi- 
lity to transgress, and his actual commission of 
sin, are deducible not only from these qualifica- 
tions of the apostle himself. Numerous are the 
proofs that might be given of one or other of 
the same facts. All those passages which in 
words or effect direct the converts to proceed in 
purification of spirit, and which are dispersed in 
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considerable numbers and variety over the Scrip- 
tures,* are so many intimations of their imperfec- 
tion ; for if tiiey were perfect there could be no 
place for these admonitions. They appear like- 
wise to be more appropriate to imperfections in 
goodness, than to actual disobedience. They 
also prove that christian obedience is progressive. 
Allied to these passages is a portion of the para- 
ble of the vine and its branches. " Every branch 
(in me) that beareth fruit, my Father purgeth it, 
that it m:iy bring forth more fruit." (John xv. 2.) 
And though we must, I think, allow that certain 
passages which we have examined do not con- 
template the positive violation of the command- 
ments of Christ in the convert, without bis tem- 
porarily losing the Christian character, yet I am 
of opinion that there are at least a few others of 
which this is the proper signification. The most 
remarkable instance of this kind is probably the 
text already cited, — " If any man sin we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righte- 
ous, and he is the propitiation for our sins." But I 
think that Galatians vi. 1, 1 Cor. xi. 31, with the 
'context, and 1 John i. 9, may be ranked in the same 
ilaBS. " If a man be overtaken in a fault, ye 

* Matt. V. 6 ; Jolin iii, 34;2Cor.ix. 10 ; EpLcs. iv. 16. 
18; Pha. i. 9, io. 13; Col. ii. 19; 1 Thess. iii. 12, iv. 1, 
, V. 23 ; 1 Pet.iii. 15 ; 2 Pet. iii. 18 ; 1 John iii. 3.^ 
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wliich arc spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit 
of meekness ; considering thyself, lest thou also 
he tempted." " If we would judge ourselves, we 
should not he judged," &c. And, " If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 
It will he for us now to demonstrate that these 
passages, notwithstanding their paucity, are suffi- 
cient to establish the fact we have asserted, that 
the convert may commit sins without forfeiting 
his title to that appellation. 

And, first, of llie sentence which we have ex- 
tracted from 1 Cor. xi. 31, and of the contest. 
It is unquestionable, that the writer is alluding 
in this passage to that power conferred on the 
apostles, of inflicting bodily diseases on the sin- 
ful Christians, as a punishment of their sins, and 
to reclaim their hearts^ which is noticed in several 
places of Scripture, and is denominated a delivery 
unto Satan. It is plainly described that this 
punishment was intended to be a means of saving 
the souls of these offenders. And I have, there- 
fore, argued, in a preceding part of this chapter, 
that the necessity, or the expedience, of it im- 
plies a deviation in the transgressors from the 
narrow way to life. It was a punishment, like- 
wise, superadded to excommunication, so that 
those who were thus afflicted were excommuni- 

J 
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I cated, though all the excommunicated were not 
I visited with these judgments.* Now, to come to 
I the point to which 1 would particularly invite at- 



rtention. It ? 



, I think, 



' fair 



t appears, 

^htcenth and four following verses of 
the iUh chap. 1 Cor. compared with verses 30, 
31, 33, 34, that the apostle was addressing some 
I members of the church who had been guilty of 
Pthat profanation of the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, for which others had been anathematized 
to bodily sufferings, but who had themselves not 
yet undergone this ordeal, because they might 
I protect themselves by self-correction from the 
[ condemnation, and because they could not be ad- 
' missible to the holy table, had they lain under 
this, which was a prohibitory punishment. From 
I which facts we collect, that it is possible for con- 
[ Terted Christians to commit such sins as some- 
I times call for God's severest temporal judgments, 
I without tbat frequency or perseverance, or those 
I circumstances of aggravation, which require the 
[ interposition of the divine wrath to preserve them 
I from perdition, or, in other words, that the 
Christians may commit such sins only to such an 
extent, that, by exercising some species of self- 
correction, they should not be judged in this 
^L manner by the Lord. But the injunctions and 
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caution expressed in verses 33, 34, inform us 
that tlie objects of the apostle's address were not 
even excommunicated from the church. There-iJ 
fore it follows, that converted Christians mayij 
commit some sins, and of no trivial kind, with-rj 
out incurring cither of those apostolic censures'! 
which the apostles appear to have passed, whenir 
necessary, on offenders, and of which one, atfl 
least, is inseparable from actual reprobation. 

The texts which I have just quoted from St 
John and St. Paul co-operate with this passage 
in establishing the same truth. " If any man sin 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the rij^hteous, who is the propitiation for 
our sins — and if a man be overtaken in a fault, 
ye which are spiritual restore such an one in the 
spirit of meekness," But it is necessary that I 
should give my reasons for thinking these texts 
to be applicable to the faithful, and imposing on 
another, which apparently somewhat resembles 
them, " If any man obey not our word by this 
epistle, note that man, and have no company with 
him, that he may be ashamed," a different con- 
struction. (2 Thess. iii. 14.) 

I observe, then, that there is a wide difference 
between this text and the two former. In the 
first place, the disobedience alluded to in 2 Thess. 
iii. 14, is accompanied with very severe censure. 
The other two cases are not. On the contrary, the 
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delinquent, in one of them, is to be restored by 
the spiritual in the spirit of meekness, and iu 



I the other it : 



for 



thin 



read 



. appears, 
; contrary, that the sinner is supposed to be so 
jhtly impressed, so inclined to faithfulness, that 
his peace may be made with God by the in- 
tercession of his Saviour. And I venture to affirm, 
that the difi'erence in the sinfulness of the cases is 
as remarkable as of the apostles' reflections upon 
them. In Gal. vi, 1, the supposition implies, even 
according to the English translation, an infre- 
quency in the lapses of the offender ; but in the 
original language the same implication is still 
more apparent. The " if any man sin," of St, 
I John, in our language leaves the number of the 
[offences perfectly indefinite; yet the words of 
I the original signify the same infrequency as that 
I observed in the passage from Gal. vi. 1 — " If 
1 any man does once, or at any time, sin ;"• so 
that there appears to be a perfect agreement be- 
tween them in these respects ; whereas, the dis- 
obedience supposed in 2 Thess. iii. 14, was, ac- 
cording to the nature of the case, of common oc- 
currence, or rather of uninterrupted continuance. 
This contrast in the reflections of the apostles, 
and in the number or duration of the offences, 
^L draws, I apprehend, that broad line of distinction 
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' See note (A) at the end of tliia volume. 
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struction tliey bear in tliese pages. 

It must, I tliink, be confessed that the same 
kind of amendment is enjoined in the case of tie 
carnal offender, supposed in Gal. vi. 1, as in that 
of the Corinthians, who appear to have indulged 
to great excess in the most abominable vices; for 
the desire of perfection, subsequently addressed by 
the apostle to the Corinthian apostates, ought, as 
it appears to me, in correctness, to have been 
translated a desire of their restoration. This 
restoration seems to signify the reparation of the 
character and conduct, till they resume their 
state, antecedent to the delinquency. Unques- 
tionably, it was desirable that the offenders in 
both cases should return to that course of obe- 
dience from which they digressed. But the 
rarity and the continuation of the offences in 
these cases respectively, the apparent facility and 
difficulty of the two restorations, and particularly 
the mildness and severity with which the sinful 
parties are viewed in the mind of the apostle, 
appear to indicate that the imaginary Galatian 
had to be restored from a much less deplorable 
miscarriage, than the Corinthian multitude, and, 
indeed, I think, justify the opinion that one was 
still in a state of grace, while the others were 
either reprobate or in danger of reprobation. 
The fourth text I cited in proof that all ! 
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are not inconsistent with ^race, was 1 John i. 9 ; 
" If we confess our sins, lie is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
rishteousness." This is addressed to Christians. 
The remarkable parts of the passage to our pur- 
pose may he comprised in this sentence, — that on 
a proper confession of some sins, which we, as 
Christians, commit, we are pardoned by God's 
fiiithfulness. There is a total absence, in the 
apostle's words, of divine condemnation. There 
appears only a readiness, on the part of the Deity, 
to continue his mercies. 

Now, to all the scriptural arguments advanced 
for and against the consistency of sin, and a state 
of reconciliation to God, (and 1 believe they are 
all that Scripture contains of any moment,) ex- 
cept the four examined in favour of it, this ge- 
neral observation will apply — that the Christians, 
whose transgressions they reveal, received from 
God, by his apostles, such censures or uch 
punishments, and for such purposes, as warrant 
us to believe that they were in an unsafe condi- 
tion ; whereas, in the other four cases, the Chris- 
tians who sinned received not, according to Scrip- 
ture, any censure whatever, (they were only in- 
formed of their error,) appear to be regarded with 
pity and mercy by God, and not to have lost the 
divine favour. 
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From any one of the four texts just examined, 
of St. Paul, St. Jobn, and St. James, and much 
more from them all together, I think it is suffi- 
ciently evident that a state of conversion is not 
incompatible with the commission of sin, and 
from numerous others alluded to, (p. 74, 75,) there 
is satisfactory evidence of the imperfections of the 
converted. 

We have seen then, I trust, enough to convince 
us, that in those passages of St, John's Epistle, 
which appear to require perfect obedience in the 
converted as indispensable, this could not be his 
meaning. Some persons have inferred, particu- 
larly from the apostle's own qualifying sentences, 
that he must intend that the Christian does not 
sin habitually. And, doubtless, such an inter- 
pretation, as far as it goes, is very defensible. 
But, in the first place, unless the term " habit" 
is defined, this con struction cannot of course 
satisfy inquiry. And, in the next, if we could 
always determine iu all cases whether we sin so 
often as to be habitual transgressors, or not to 
fall under that condemnation, it is too much to 
conclude, that because this may be, that there- 
fore it must be, or is, the true interpretation. 
For .these reasons, a more satisfactory solution 
appears to be requisite, to which 1 trust we are 
certain of approaching. 

We make, I think, no supposition, but merely 
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tate a matter of fact, when we divide sins of all 
plinds into two classes — sins of imperfect obe- 
dience, and sins of commission ; meaning, by the 
■6t class, all kinds of deficiencies and errors in 
the actual discliarge of duty, and intendino; by 
the second, all positive acts of transgression. 
This division is conceived to comprehend what 
are called sins of omission, inasmuch as there can 
be but two kinds of omission — the omission of a 
duty entirely, and the omission of it occasionally. 
The total omission of any one duty is, it appears 
to me, a sin of commission — a breach of a com- 
mandment, and comes under the second class. 
The occasional omission of a positive duty be- 
longs of course to the imperfections of obedience, 
lod therefore is included in the first. But let 
this, at all events, be received as an arbitrary 
division which is allowable, because it is used 
^^Only for classification. The progressive improve- 
^■^eot revealed as the principal feature of the 
^Hbristian life, under those doctrines which incul- 
^^■ate growth in grace, certainly supports the 
^H^inion, that the sins of imperfect obedience in 
^*8ome degree are compatible with a justified con- 
dition. The passages of St, John and St. Paul 
warrant the belief that positive transgressions are 
to a certain extent consistent with the same state. 
The number of these ofiences is left undetermined 
[by the passages from I Cor. xi. 31, and I John i.9. 
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But from those texts in 1 John ii. 1, and Gal. 
vi. 1, there appears to be an infrequency in Chris- 
tians of sins of this description. Hence, if we, as 
Christians, infrequently transgress, and are con- 
tinually imperfect in our obedience, there would 
not appear any disagreement between our own 
performances and those requisitions of the sacred 
text, literally understood, which we have exa- 
mined, provided we make progress, or, in other 
words, a renunciation of every known sin, the 
practice of every known duty, an infrequency of 
transgression and continual imperfection ; and this 
an improving condition, together with the exten- 
sion of the knowledge of our obligations, appear 
to be (the degree of it only considered) the sum 
and substance of a safe and acceptable obedience 
in regard to justification, as far as it can be col- 
lected from all that has at present passed under 
our review. Thus far, in fact, the letter of Scrip- 
ture. Of course we exclude, by the renunciation 
of all known sin and the practice of all known 
duties, the total omission of any one known duty 
from the character of the convert. 



I subjoin here a corollary to our arguments 
which will be subsequently useful. I observe, 
that perfect obedience, in any one point of the 
law, is not necessary for justification and accept- 
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For the 



I 



fied and accepted Christiana 
break some of the laws of God in some degree- 
But they are said, notwithstanding, to have re- 
nounced all known sins. So that it follows, that 
they in some degree and manner commit some of 
the sins which they have renounced, and there- 
fore to renounce a sin does not sij^nify to forsake it 
utterly; and so again, they are said to keep all 
the known commandments — still they may, we 
'have seen, break some of them occasionally, and 
lay be otherwise imperfect in the performance 
of them to an indefinite extent : thus they may be 
said to keep some commandments, to perform 
some duties, in the observance of which they are 
vimperfect ; and, therefore, to keep any command- 
isent, or to perform any duty, does not signify 
perfection in respect to that commandment or 
duty in particular. 



^B There occur in this place two questions of serious 
^Htoportaoce : whether the occasional experience of 
^■^il passion in the Christian is, properly speak- 
ing, to be included among the lapses and transgres- 
sions which ought to be infrequent, or among 
continual imperfections — whether every emotion, 
rfbr example, of anger which is sinful, of lust, of 
ride, of covetousness, is a positive violation of a 
^Commandment, or an instance of imperfect obe- 
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dience. And if any distinction is admissible 
when it is to be made. I think it is evident that 
the sentiments of evil are, under certain circum- 
stances, only marks of that imperfection which is 
not entirely, in all human expectation, to be over- 
come ;■ — that feelings of anger, of lust, of pride, 
of covetousness, may be only imperfections in our 
patience, our chastity, our humility, our content- 
ment. It appears certainly that the growth in 
grace, or the general idea of imperfect obedience, 
and of spiritual improvement, by whatever terms 
conveyed, relates to the passions of the heart 
rather than to externals, words and actions. It 
is easy to conceive that a Christian shall abstain 
from the grosser acts of disobedience altogether. 
This he may do without difficulty. But it is infi- 
nitely difficult to imagine that the purification of 
his heart is not progressive, and that to purify it 
wholly from all its defilements will not be an ardu- 
ous, or, if not, an interminable undertaking. 
Take, for instance, the sin of theft. Many per- 
sons, doubtless, never stole : so that we cannot 
say their outward abstinence from theft was gra- 
dually attained, or that their grace, in that re- 
spect, increased. But if we look to the passion 
of covetousness, which is the root of that par- 
ticular iniquity — though they may not generally 
nor vehemently desire more than they possess, so 
as, in spirit, to infringe the last commandment of 
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tlie Decalogue — yet that the corrupt passion may, 
and does, occasionally arise in some degree within 
their hearts, perhaps no intelligent Christian 
amongst them will deny ; and here, if the passion 
be less frequently or less violently experienced, 
from religious principles, we can understand the 
applicability of the doctrine of continual improve- 
ment, though it does not obtain with respect to 
the outward action. Add to this, the idea of 
spiritual improvement, which implies imperfec- 
tion, must, in the nature of things, concern the 
affections, (whether it does or does not include the 
external act,) because there can be no increase of 
grace, unless the heart, which is the source of all 
action, of all good and evil, be improved. Be- 
sides which, if there be no corruption of evil pas- 
sion in our nature, then our good sentiments 
would have no imperfections. To confine our- 
selves to our example of covetousness — if we ex- 
j perienced no desire whatever at any time of an 
' increase of possessions, then our contentment 
would not be imperfect ; but as it is not necessary 
for justification that our contentment should be 
perfect, and as we admit it to be imperfect, 
there must be an adulteration in some degree of 
covetousness to constitute its imperfection. 
. Therefore I conclude that some affections of 
covetousness are to be classed under the head of 
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mi))erft:ct abetincDce from tliat passioD, or of i 
perfect coiitentment, 



Tlie point which follows for coiiiiideration is 
wlien the emotion belongs to the class of imperfec- 
tions, and when it is a positive violation of a pre- 
cept. This it is difficult for one person fully to 
decide for another. The distinction, however, 
may be stated broadly with conciseness, and every 
enlightened conscience must upon that principle 
answer the question for itself by strict internal 
scrutiny. Suppose (to continue our example) the 
disciple of Christ has been so impressed with his 
(loctrinrs, and so influenced by his Spirit, that he 
8liall be feelingly convinced that a man may be 
well content even in any circumstances of desti- 
tution which it may please tlie Almighty to in- 
Jlict upon him, provided he enjoys the present 
iiikI future approbation of his God. Suppose 
this tthull be his general conviction, but that at 
times, under perhaps the pressure of want, or 
in the pangs of distress, he covets more than he 
poHM'KDct), it) snrh a manner as to be discontented ; 
Riipptmp thtit he sincerely labours to expel the 
tiiDtMioit iVuii) his heart, or to subdue it, by reli- 
Ulmm nicdllHllonst nud exercises; — then, I con- 
i^VP, ihw votitliol would involve nothing more 

\*l%# hi lun rnvt'i^tancc with Cod than imper- 
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fection in obedience ; more particularly if the 
man succeeded in his endeavours. But if he 
suffered the passion to be predominant over his 
contentment by giving it indulgence, then 1 
hold he would have been guilty of an act of 
transgression. The presence of evil passions to 
the soul may often, I believe, from Scripture 
and reason, be regarded in the light of temptations 
to sin ; and our guilt consists in the weakness or 
the absence of resistance. 

Similar remarks will apply to other evil pas- 
I sions and their opposite virtues. 

This doctrine enforces, amongst other things, 

• injuDctious which we hitherto may have too 

' lightly regarded ; — that we must examine and 

prove our own selves, keep our hearts with all 

diligence, aud set our affection on things above. 

This is an evidence of its truth. 



This appears not an improper place for a few 
observations on our " secret faults." It ought, 
in the first instance, to be our desire and endea- 
vour to discover as many of our faults of that 
nature as possible ; but admitting that some 
ill still remain inscrutable, it must be our con- 
stant prayer that God will cleanse us from them 
our hearty wish to feel a due contrition on 
iccouut of them — and our disposition to trust in 
hrist for their forgiveness. It is our lia[>piness to 




90 INQUIRY INTO 

believe that a particular and individual repentance 
for sins which we cannot specify, is not required 
— not only because the thing is impossible, but 
because conversion can take place without it. It 
must be our care to err rather by too much than 
too little self-condemnation, when the amount of 
sinfulness is not to be ascertained. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
The subject continued. 



The conclusion we arrived at in the last chapter 
is chargeable with indeterminateaess, and par- 
ticularly as to the infrequency of transgression 
imputed to the convert. The term " infrequency" 
is indefinite. We require greater precision. It 
is easy to exclaim that any very small number of 
sins committed in a long duration of time, must 
be an instance of infrequency ; but independently 
of the vagueness of this explanation, and of the 
painfulness of the yoke which the over-scrupulous 

I neophyte might impose upon himself, by ad- 
mitting so imperfect a definition, it appears to me 
that no paucity of offences can of itself resolve 
this part of our inquiry. This is an erroneous 
and ready answer, to be guarded against. If few 
violations of any one point of the law cannot con- 
stitute a habit, they at least may signify such 
transgression in one particular, as would be pro- 
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nounced by St. James a guiltiness of tte whole 
code. It appears from Scripture that the convert 
is exposed to tomptatioD. Suppose that a con- 
vert has offended in one point as often as he has 
been tempted, tlien, I conceive, that though this 
offence occurred only once in a year, or once in 
his life, yet, if we carry not our view beyond the 
rarity of his transgressions, it is impossible to 
say that he has not offended God in that one 
point, in such a manner as would realize that 
apostle's conception. It is, if I mistake not, a 
truth which addresses itself to every well-in- 
structed conscience, that any man who has always 
ceded to temptation to any one sin — be it ever so 
seldom — when he hashadopportunity, lias been, on 
that account, if there are no other circumstances 
of his life to be taken into consideration, an ab- 
solute offender against God, with regard to that 
particular law which he has thus violated. But if 
it is not self-evident, it admits, I apprehend, of 
an easy demonstration. 

There is one kind of person who may be pro- 
nounced to obey God, when he is under no temp- 
tation to disobey him — the man who has over-« 
come temptation by previous habits of devotion* 
but, with this exception, I think there can be i 
obedience to God where there is no temptatiooj 
It is manifest that we cannot disobey God wit! 
out temptation, but not so certain that we cannoi 
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obey him, if not tempted to disobey. Still I see 
not how it can be possible, except on the suppo- 
sition of habitual spirituality. For, to try our 
supposed theorem on a simple and extreme case, 
imagine a man to have only one opportunity to 
SID, and not to sin at that time, because he expe- 
rienced no inclination to transgress ; and tliat that 
want of inclination did not arise from his having 
defied the force of temptation by his religious 
habits: could we suppose that he was obeying 
God when he thus omitted to sin, merely because 
be was not tempted ? I maintain the negative of 
this question. It was not his previous obedience 
to God (this is a part of our case) that destroyed 
the force of the temptation — nor was it hia obe- 
dience at the time; because, on our supposition 
that he does not sin merely because he was in- 
sensible to temptation, the idea of obeying God 
was not present to his mind ; and how we can 
obey God without either an acquired habit of 
obedience, or an actual intention to obey, it is 
impossible to imagine. When, therefore, there is 
no temptation for such a man, there can be no 
obedience. Then consider how this affects our 
argument — how it applies to the man who has 
been converted, and who, to make the lowest 
possible supposition, has been tempted only once 
since in his life, (the improbability of the suppo- 
sition weakens not the argument,) but that at a 
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convenient time for indulgence, and fell under 
Hucli temptation — if we can discover no other cri- 
terions of liis reprobation than the number of bis 
offences and temptations subsequent to his con- 
vernion. He can obey and disobey, we appre- 
liend, only when be is tempted ; therefore he has 
disobeyed as much as Ite could in his situation, and, 
with rcKpcut to that particular sin, has done no- 
tliing but disobey. This must surely, then, 
amount to St. James's idea of offending in one 
point; so that, how much soever we may be dis- 
poned to believe that one or two transgressions in 
80 long a course of time, suppose, as one year, 
eould not exceed the sura of guilt which the 
Christian might, through frailty, commit without 
ihui^er to his soul ; yet this could not be received 
ii» u fund settlement of this part of our question; 
iiiir even any supposition of greater strictness nu- 
iiinrit'iilly ex|>reBsed; because no mere paucity of 
yth'tici-it, even in any one point, independently of 
miy othor considcrution, could be a satisfactory 
MitirliiMion of ttii inquiry into the number com- 
piilililv with justilicalioii. Happily, however, clues 
Mfn nlhinli'ii u» to a solution sufficiently deter-^ 

Rll iintloiiblcd truth that there must 1 
iro niid (lesigu in the Christian to petl 
Mtittttir's will. Even that iiidehnitf 
HHlieuce which we have hitherto i 
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signed to the believer implies aucli an ambition 
and resolution. It could not have been accom- 
plished without them. But it is equally unques- 
tionable that the convert is commanded in Scrip- 
ture to labour after a perfect performance of the 
divine laws. And it cannot be supposed that he 
discbarges his obligations to the Supreme Being, 
unless, at least, he makes it his object to attain 
this extreme obedience, which signifies that it 
must be his desire. Now this desire and design, 
(each, I suppose, having the honour of God in 
view) must be sincere. And if we understand 
by sincerity a pure and unqualified disposition to 
perform the duties of our religion, there can be 
no doubt that a sincerity of such a description 
would be acceptable to our Judge. But a ques- 
tion arises, and does occur to persons of tender 
consciences, as to the certainty of our sincerity in 
this respect. They perceive in themselves, most 
probably, not an undivided attention, nor an in- 
variable disposition to spiritual matters. Their 
minds are too much distracted and too much en- 
gaged by the affairs of the world, and their hearts 
too often admonish them that they are not wholly 
devoted to him who deserves the monarchy of 
their affections. How, then, can they believe 
^L themselves to be sincere in their wishes and iuten- 
^H tions to do his will ? Most assuredly not, if sin- 
^H cerity signifies only an unmixed appetition of 
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righteousness. But these observations on their 
internal nature do not necessarily prove more 
than that their sincerity is not complete: and I 
answer, further, that they maybe sincere notwith- 
standing the imperfections of which they are thus 
painfully sensible, and as sincere as is required 
of them for security. It is, I conceive, agreeable 
to Scripture, tbat there is a state of disposition) 
short of perfect sincerity, which is rightly deno- 
minated sincere, and that it is not required by 
God that we should be perfectly sincere before 
we can be serving: him with acceptance. And 
this view of the case can, I venture to affirm, be 
substantiated only by the application of our 
corollary in the last chapter. We there saw it 
was not necessary for man to be perfect in any 
one duty, in order to be a Christian. Therefore, 
as sincerity is a duty, perfection is not indis- 
pensable in sincerity. But though I believe our 
conclusion stands on this foundation with an im- 
moveable firmness, yet it receives additional 
strength from the consideration that the apostolic 
Christians, who so obeyed the gospel as to enjoy 
the approbation of the in.'^pired writers, and there- 
fore of God himself, experienced the same kinds 
of imperfect sincerity of which modern Christians 
complain, who are most mistrustful of their own 
justification. The constant description of the 
christian life, under various forms of expression, 
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as a conflict between nature and grace, — the occa- 
sional lapses and continual imperfections of the 
test amongst the primitive Christians fully bear 
out the persuasion, that all of them must have 
felt divided inclinations. And in avast plurality 
of instances these exemplary men were faithful 
and accepted servants of tlieir Iieavenly Master. 
Therefore there is no imaginable ground for the 
opinion that professing Christians must be unac- 
ceptably sincere solely because they are conscious 
of some deficiencies in their sincerity. These 
arguments, though concise and few, yet appear to 
carry such weight, that I cannot but conclude 
that imperfect sincerity of disposition to perform 
the will of God, (and it is to be observed, that 
this is the only kind of sincerity intended in this 
chapter,) is all that is absolutely required of that 
virtue in the true believer. And if we can form 
any conception of real sincerity, though imper- 
fect, it will coincide with that qualification so 
termed, which the Scriptures have rendered ne- 
cessary. 

Now, I conceive it is not difficult to under- 
stand and to describe, with sufficient accuracy, 
the nature of a sincere disposition. We have, I 
apprehend, only to imagine that a man proposes 
to himself the attainment of some object on which 
he has fixed his affections, and to consider the 
manner in which he pursues the end he has in 
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view, in order to judge of Iiis singleness and de- 
TOtedness of purpose. It matters not what the 
object may be ; let it be the accumulation of 
wealth. The natural course of proceeding is, 
that he is determined, if possible, to gain bis 
I purpose. He sets his heart upon its attainment- 
He employs his ingenuity in devising the means 
most conducive to the end. He frequently medi- 
tates on the subject. He contrives schemes that 
promise most favourably, in his opinion, for its 
accomplishment ; and he acts continually in the 
way which he deems most likely to terminate in 
success. I do not say that he puts in execution 
every design which his judgment has approved. 
He omits sometimes to turn his opportunities to 
the best account. He is not, perhaps, always 
equally attentive, prudent, vigilant, or energetic. 
He may have occasionally, through indifference 
or indolence, neglected what he knew it better to 
have performed. He may, too, have committed 
errors which impeded his progress, and may at 
times have done that which he knew to be a re- 
tardation of his schemes, if he derived from it 
any particular pleasure of another kind. But if 
he were displeased with those parts of his con- 
duct which interrupted his course, and determined 
to shun the same impedimenta in future, as far as 
possible, consistently with urgent emergencies ; 
and those impediments, more particularly, and 



AMOUNT OF OBEDIENCE. 



99 



^B with less reservation, which most materially 

H^ Acted to his (lisadvantag;e, and gave proofs of his 

resolutions by their practical effects, I apprehend 

DO one would deny that such a man was sincere 

»ia his desires, and designs, and exertions. It is 
more to the purpose that a man should be able 
to determine his own sincerity; nor is it, I con- 
ceive, at all imaginary, unnatural, or uncommon, 
that there should be in man such a prevalence 
in intensity and earnestness of desire, in resolu- 
tioD and act, over opposite dispositions and pre- 
judicial inertness, as I have attempted, however 
imperfectly, to describe, from the consciousness 
of which, he shall conlidenlly and truly declare 
that he is devoted to the execution of bis design. 
Now, if a similar conduct marked the career of 

»the followers of Christ, who believed it their 
duty and interest to obey his will to the utter- 
most ; if they experienced the same degree of 
eagerness, and adopted the same vigour and pro- 
priety of resolution as we have supposed in the 
Totary of secular pursuits, and followed similar 
practices — similar, that is, as to the end for 
which they are intended— though they betrayed 
OD occasions a corresponding laxity of purpose, 
yet, I apprehend, no reasonable doubt could be 
reflected upon their sincerity. Their sincerity 
would certainly be the less questionable the more 

tthey contravened their professed princi- 
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pies ; but the general tenour, the strongly pre- 
vailing character of their disposition and conduct, 
would indicate the spring which sets their ener- 
gies in motion, even though they possessed no 
other criterion of its activity. 

Let this idea, imperfect and indefinite as it 
may be, be considered as our lowest standard of 
the sincerity of the desire of perfect obedience in 
converts. I speak dow with especial reference to 
those Christians, whose sanctification is affirmed 
on the authority of the apostles. Though they 
were assured by their inspired instructors of 
their justification and acceptance, it is not to be 
doubted, as their sincerity was not perfect, thj 
this must be its general description. 

This is one test of acceptance; — there is 
other, which is a calculation of our obedience, 
and of its advancement, observable in a reduction 
of the number of our transgressions, and in a ge- 
nerally increased discharge of duty. This is a 
calculation which, as to the advancement more 
especially, it is not easy for all persons at any 
time, nor for any person at all times, to effect. 
Yet it is one which it will contribute much to 
the elucidation of our subject to make with 
such accuracy as each individual may be able. 
A decrease in imperfection may be seldom imper- 
ceptible in true converts at distant intervals of 
probation. It will be difficult, in some 
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discern an increase of positive obedience. A 
perfectly exact calculation is indeed, as it appears 
to me, impossible. This increase, if we examine 
into it with severity, cannot be ascertained with- 
out observing in the first place a decreasing pro- 
porlioii of transgressions to temptations; an in- 
vestigation sufficiently practicable, in case at least 
of any besetting sins. Such a register could be 
I kept by the cultivator of his nature, of teiupta- 
ttions, their victories and defeats, as might ex- 
I libit to his satisfaction the progress to be desired. 
[ But this is, in my opinion, an unnecessary and un- 
I intended record, except as far as it can be supplied 
f by an attentive observation and a faithful me- 
mory. A satisfactory conviction of performing 
the obedience of a convert can be generally ob- 
tained without any more formal instruments — But 
there are other and more insuperable difficulties 
^_ in the way of an exact computation. It appears 
^■frora Scripture and reason tliat some sins are 
^■greater than others in the sight of God, and that 
^B'jhere is a difference also in the strength of 
^Blemptations : in any accurate estimate, therefore, 
of the progress of obedience, it would be neces- 
sary to take into consideration the coJtiparalivc 
magnitude oi offences, and the force of temptation, 
lesides the number of transgressions, and its 
j: proportion to the number of temptations ; as the 
f-more heinous the sins infrequently committed, 
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and the weaker the temptations before which the 
inquirer into his conversion fell, the greater must 
be his sinfulness, and the less probable bis ac- 
ceptance. But it may be asked, in the words of an 
apostle, "Who is sufficient for these things ?" If 
accuracy in all or any of these matters were neces- 
sary to self-examination, I am afraid it were vain 
to hope that the convert could form a true judg- 
ment of his condition. A presumptive proof is 
all that this part of the case appears to me to 
admit of. Such a one can, I think, be obtained, 
though considerable difficulties will doubtless at- 
tend the process in some instances, as well on 
account of the indolence and carelessness of the 
investigators, as of the intricacy of the circum- 
stances to be investigated. 

It will be recollected to what point this process 
was conducted at the conclusion of the last 
chapter. Now it may be observed farther, that 
it is not necessary, even for safety, that a man 
should be at all times improving in every point 
of the law. There is nothing in the letter of 
Scripture to invalidate the supposition, that it 
will be sufficient for him to improve upon the 
whole. It is indeed certain, that in regard to 
actual transgression, sometimes improvement is 
impossible ; as, in case of any positive sin — 
drunkenness, for example — a man may not have 
been guilty of it in any period of his self-cxami- 
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nation. It is certain, besides, that if a convert 
who has generally abstained, on religious princi- 
ples, from some sinful act of a particular kind, to 
which he is liable, should happen to commit only 
one offence of the sort in any of such successive 
periods, he would retrograde in that point rather 
than advance. Yet this single commission could 
not fail to be, according to Scripture, compatible 
with conversion, because conversion and infre- 
quency of transgression are thereby represented 
as consistent. Add to which, any act of sin must 
be a retrogression, under whatever circumstances 
committed. It cannot, therefore, be meant that 
advancement is always necessary in every duty, 
though the fewer our retrogressions, doubtless 
the more certain and the more perceptible will be 
our general improvement. 

This point being conceded, I would describe 
the man, whose obedience, considered separately 
from its ends and motives, is agreeable to that 
which, with faith, constitutes conversion, under 
the following delineation of character : — one who 
with the renunciation of every known sin, and 
the practice of every known virtue, and the pur- 
suit of knowledge in these branches of duty, 
unites a strong and growing aversion and abhor- 
rence of all that is wicked, and an ardent and 
increasing affection for whatever is godly — makes 
a nearer approximation to perfection in the number 
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anil mode of his acta of piety, and effects a suc- 
cessful resistance of temptation to every kind, 
though not every instance, of positive sin whicli 
besets him — his actual transgressions being rea- 
sonably denominated few, and continuing to be- 
come, on most points, fewer, (I say, on most 
points, as progressiveness is not necessary on all,) 
where a diminution of number is possible. 

There are strong grounds of satisfaction to such 
a person, in the first place, that he has not of- 
fended in one point so as to be guilty of all ; for 
instance, it is reasonable to believe that he has 
soared above much temptation, in his spiritual 
dread of wickedness, and that therefore he has 
been obeying God even when insensible to the 
force of the seductive principle. This renders it 
unnecessary, indeed, that he should observe any 
inward and effectual strife with temptation. We 
have, however, supposed, besides, for greater 
safety, that he has successfully resisted some 
temptation to every sin to which he has been 
tempted. But the observer of those symptoms in 
his heart and conduct which we have described, 
possesses a powerful evidence of his obedience 
being adequate for conversion. For his horror of 
every species of wickedness, and his co-extensive 
love of duty, coupled with the knowledge of the 
laws of God, which we ascribed to him, may be 
reasonably supposed to supersede the necessity 
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I of inquiring into the relative magnitude of his 
offences, as it will probably follow that he will 

' abhor and avoid those sius the most which he 
considers the most criminal, and that he will not 

I be guilty, in outward act, of any of the most 

I heinous transgressions.* The same sentiments, 
ilso, render it probable, by their increase more 
especially, that he is and will be overcome only 
by his strongest temptations. Hence he is ex- 
empted from the task of calculating the force of 
his temptations in general. — Tiiis inference, and 
the probability that by his devotional sentiments 

I he has risen above many temptations ; and, be- 
cause they improve, does continually rise superior 
to others, dispense in great measure with the 
obligation of considering the proportion of sins to 
the temptations in point of number, since tempta- 
tions prevented may be regarded, probably, as 
temptations overcome. The exemption from this 
obligation is in all probability completed by the 
consideration, that as his devotional feelings in- 
crease in strength, they overcome temptations 
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• It is very poa.^ible that, in estimating the comparative sin- 
fiilness of different parb of liumati conduct, we may fall into 
consideraljle eiTors. But as ignorance of duty ia a reason, in 
tlic divine judguienls, fur excusing the sinner, a mistal>eii but 
sincere conviction of the auiollncss of an offence may be reason- 
ably presumed to be an extenuation of our sin ill commit- 
ting it. 
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more and more frequently — unless the temptations 
are so powerful as to cause him to sin. But this 
exception is not probable, as God makes a way 
to escape, that men may be able to bear their 
trials of this kind. (1 Cor. x. 13.) Also, in fur- 
ther attestation of his improvement, if he fall 
under only more powerful temptations, as we 
have supposed, his sins are, it may be presumed, 
the less. On all these accounts, therefore, as he 
probably falls before only the strongest tempta- 
tions — as he refrains from the greater sins — and 
as tlie proportion of sins to temptations decreases, 
(since he overcomes more numerous temptations, 
and his transgressions decrease in number,) he is 
in reason entitled to be\ieve,Ji}'st, that he gradu- 
ally improves in his positive obedience. And, 
inasmuch as he improves also in point of imper- 
fection, and as improvement in these two kinds, 
with infrequent acts of delinquency, is what 
Scripture literally requires of the converts to 
Christianity, all that is requisite in regard to ac- 
tual obedience is centered in his own person. 



Now, as to the perception of the spirituality' 
and the obedience which we have attributed to 
the character of the convert, where they exist. 
If the human character does bear these marks of 
grace and proficiency, they are, in most cases, I 
presume, with due attention, sufficiently discerni- 
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ble. It is almost as possible and as common for 
man, I apprehend, to be convinced of an improve- 
ment in heavenly -niindtdmss as of the existence 
of his sincerity; nor, where there is any con- 
siderable foundation for the impression, is a just 
conviction of a less impci'fect obedience attended 
with greater difficulties. The observation of the 
fewness and the diminishing number of our posi- 
tive transgressions, where the number does di- 
minish, is obviously never impossible. The con- 
viction, however, of our progress, by this triple 
test, is of a higher order than all men can easily 
attain ; not only on account of the variety of 
human talents and dispositions, bnt because, par- 
ticularly, the number of positive sins committed 
by the self-examiner may possibly be so reduced, 
that he can hardly fail to recede, at intervals, in 
that respect, unless he refrains from actual trans- 
gressions altogether — not, however, that an in- 
creased number of sins is a proof of retrogression, 
as their smallness and the strength of temptations 
may more than countervail such increase. But 
the difficulties in this case arise only when the 
conduct of the individual so borders on perfection 
with regard to the absolute violation of the com- 
mandments, that either all advances may be 
Ismail, and scarcely perceptible, or a very few 
and slight deviations may have a retrogressive 
appearance ; that is, the difficulties belong to a 



I 



108 INQUIIir INTO 

state, wbicb, of course, renders them of little sig- 
niBcance. 

Christians, however, of various degrees of im- 
perfection, may not be able to satisfy themselves 
of the existence, in their own persons, of all those 
traits of character wkich we have ascribed to the 
converted. It is desirable to judge correctly of 
this matter. Let them, at all events, be rationally 
conscious, from inspection into their nature and 
habits, that it is not violently probable that they 
do not answer the description we have given. 
This inferior conviction will suffice. 

We have seen, then, in this and the preceding 
chapter, these two things : that there enter into 
the character of the convert a certain degree of 
sincerity in his endeavours and intentions to per- 
form tlie divine will, and a certain obedience in 
feeling and action. Here let us associate these 
two characteristics. Let the obedience of the 
convert be the consequence of the sincerity of his 
efforts to obey; and however unsatisfactory our 
description of sincerity, and our calculation of 
obedience, may be in themselves individually, 
taken in that vital combiuation by which sin- 
cerity and obedience always subsist in nature, 
they produce a result which, on our particular 
subject, is the completion of every rational desire. 

Descending to the believer of modern 
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who receives no direct and express assurances of 
I his acceptance from Heaven ; and presuming; that 
[.be is made acquainted with the various sins of 
' nature and the duties of his station, let us first 
suppose him to observe that his obedience pro- 
bably resembles our portraiture. This obedience 
and his sincerity, conjointly, enable him to deter- 
tmine, inasmuch as these are concerned, his own 
[ acceptability to God. If, on examination of him- 
self, he discovers that he is in no worse condition 
as to his obedience than we have supposed, and 
witnesses in his heart the imperfect sincerity 
which we contemplate — that sincerity which ap- 
pears calculated to produce sufficient obedience, 
is a strong assurance to his mind that the per- 
fection which he has attained, and which, sepa- 
I rately considered, looks agreeable to the requi- 
! sitions of Scripture, may properly be believed to 
I be competent to constitute, as far as obedience 
can constitute, a state of justification or conver- 
sion. And, on the other hand, the degree and 
progress of his obedience confirm his views of his 
sincerity. They co-operate, and mutually corro- 
borate each other. 

But now take the less certain conviction of his 

sufficiency of obedience. Then the union of his 

^L sincerity, and of such conviction as we have ima- 

^1 gined, in that case, to allow him reasonable hope 

^B of a competent obedience, is sufficient to gua- 
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rantce his safety. There is certainly nothin: 
the opinion he has formed of his own obedience, 
to shake his confidence in the sincerity of 
efforts to obey, if it corresponds with our descr^ 
tion. There is, on the contrary, some corrobo- 
ration of that confidence — the fewness of his 
transgressions and the hope which he entertains 
of his general advancement. And that sincerity 
is a convincing argument, on the assurance of 
Scripture, that his obedience being of a nature 
which admits so favourable a construction, is 
equal to the necessity of the case. For the in- 
dividual whose spiritual condition we are scruti- 
nizing, must, doubtless, be morally certain that 
he, at least, is really desirous of religious ex- 
cellence, and that he zealously and diligently 
endeavours to attain a practical knowledge of the 
Divine Being. If then a person with this con- 
sciousness is assured that he shall succeed in his 
endeavours, he can require no further encourage- 
ment to believe that his apparent sufficiency may 
be relied upon as real. And he is assured of it 
in such affirmations and promises of Scripture as 
these — That they who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness shall be filled — that they who seek 
shall find, and that they who come to God must be- 
lieve that he is, and is a rewarder of all those who 
diligently seek him. (Mat. v. 6, vii, 7 ; Heb. xi. 6.) 
This application of sincerity would strengthen 
the first conclusion. 
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Both our conclusions apply with extraordinary 
effect on the conversion of a sinner from one or 
more habits of wickedness to a renunciation of all 
sin and the pursuit of unlimited holiness, [f, 
when he contrasts his character, in reference to 
his favourite indulgences, immediately previous 
and subsequent to his adoption of religious prin- 
ciples, he finds the number of his transgressions 
reduced comparatively to iosignificance, he has, 
with the separate evidence of his sincerity, valid 

' grounds of belief in the sufliciency of his obe- 
dience for the obedience of justification. Also 

I the stronger of the two conclusions, that which 
partly derivable from a separate convic- 
tion of the necessary progress in obedience, is 

I more satisfactory in some cases than in others, 

[ and of continually increasing future application. 
Jf the disciple perceives his positive transgres- 

li sions have decreased, and do decrease in number, 

I at considerable intervals of time, as well as his 
imperfections in degree, he has an accession of 
evidence to his sincerity ; for this is the effect 
which sincerity would have produced. This 

1 joint test is, in fact, applicable to every indi- 
vidual who is converted, except the incipient be- 
liever, in the earliest stage of life — applicable to 
all believers exclusively of an extreme case, 
where, from the rareness of the occurrence, or 
the innocence of the subject, it cannot be said to 




INQUIRY INTO 

be required. In this extremity, however, the 
weaker test is applicable. These observations 
show the universality of the application of 
one or other of our criterions, and the increas- 
ing satisfactoriiiess of the results of one of 
them. 

Several auxiliary considerations might be here 
introduced. Doubtless, the more speedily the 
disciple overcomes his infirmities and frailties, 
and the less frequently he transgresses, the more 
certain assurance he enjoys of the truth of his 
worship and the acceptableness of his service. 
It also casts more doubt over his condition to sin 
with premeditation than by surprise ; and if he re- 
frains from positive sins entirely, it is evident his 
state would be still more unquestionable : nor can 
I determine that the apostle John, in his Kpistle>' 
does not intend that the best Christians Kave^^ 
generally speaking, obtained that mastery ovet" 
their nature. But on the whole, if a believer in 
Christ is sincere, according to our statement, in 
his endeavours to keep all his known command- 
ments of perfection, and if immediately after his 
determination to religion his positive transgres- 
sions have comparatively vanished in number or 
are absolutely few — and if they continue, from 
time to time, under the influence of his sincerity 
and of his love of righteousness, to grow fewer 
and fewer, together with the diminution, as it 
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has been described, of his imperfections — or if he 
cannot ascertain these points to his satisfaction — 
if he even fears he may retrograde, reflecting only 
upon his obedience, provided his transgressions 
are few, and his dread of sin and love of obe- 
dience intense, his sincerity of itself assures him 
of such a proficiency, as its result, that there is 
nothing in Scripture which creates a reasonable 
suspicion that such a man, respect had only to 
his obedience, is not living conformably to the 
habits of those Christians who rendered to God, 
according to Scripture, an acceptable service. 
The condition of both appears the same. 

In conclusion, whetiier the degree of sufli- 

^ciency may not be marked lower on the scale 
of obedience, for the present I neither assert 
uor deny. I observe here only, that this is an 
attainable condition, and that when we perceive 
that we have attained any obedience which 
amounts to the sum exhibited by true converts, 
we may be assured that that obedience is such 

»&s is consistent with conversion — may, in fact, 
being acquainted with the doctrines of divine 
mercy, know, with all the assurance of faith, that 
■we are, as to obedience, converted to hira who 
justifies and saves. If we, as believers in Christ, 
are conscious, on sound principles, that there is 
no more imperfection in ourselves than what 
I Scripture admits in those who are really converted 
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to Christ, how can it be that the Spirit shall not 
in that case witness with our spirit that we are the 
children of God ? That is, as Bishop Bull ex- 
plains the question, 1st, by those gracious fruits 
and effects which he hath wrought in us, which 
when we discern and perceive, we do, or may 
from thence conclude that we are the sons of 
God — these fruits and effects being the sure 
badge and livery of his children ; 2ndly, by en- 
lightening our understandings, and assisting the 
faculties of our souls, as need requires, to discern 
those gracious fruits and effects which he hath 
wrought in us.* 

♦ Discourse on Testimony of the Spirit. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Of Conversion. 



It may naturally be imagined, as we have given 
to the commencemeDt of a saving faith the name 
of conversion, and as all religious men must of 
necessity begin religion, that therefore every in- 
dividual amongst them must undergo, at one 
period or other of his life, the same change — that 
change which, in some writers, conversion signi- 
But this is an erroneous idea, which has 
engendered extravagant conceptions and vehe- 
ment disputations. The word " conversion " does, 
it is well known, in strict propriety of speech, 
signify the transition from a state of irreligion to 
one of devotion. And in this sense it is generally 
used, I believe, by those who have written on the 
subject. But as there must be some combina- 
tion of faith and practice existing in a man who 
may be declared a convert to his Saviour, which, 
if ascertained, might be termed the state of the 
converted, in the prosecution of this work I in- 
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variably understand by conversion, not a change 
but a state, the state in which the convert is 
after conversion has been completed. I think 
this application of the term will conduce to a 
right understanding of the nature of conversion, 
both in its progress and accomplishment. 

In the two preceding chapters, we endeavoured 
to define the amount of obedience performed by 
the faith in Christ and by the Spirit of God, 
which would be sufficient to constitute conver- 
sion. I did this, by inquiring into the obedience 
which Scripture teaches us is exhibited by the 
true believer. It most undoubtedly does not 
follow that nothing less than the amount of obe- 
dience observable in Christians who were living 
agreeably to the gospel can be sufficient for con- 
version. Because, as the christian life is pro- 
gressive, the believer, after his conversion, is be- 
come a better man than when he first entered 
that condition ; by making the attainments of any 
true and faithful Christians, whose characters are 
described to us, the standard of conversion, we 
perhaps require a higher degree of excellence 
than is necessary Be it so : on this supposition 
we effect our double object of security and true 
devotion ; and there can be no objection to its 
being considered the obedience to be obtained. 

If, then, it is a^ked what may be safely re- 
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garded as a state of conversion, I answer in few 
words, such a belief in tlie immortality of the 
soul — in the responsibility of man for liis 
thoughts, words, and actions,' to God — in the 
awful and tremendous revelations of a future 
state — in the terrors, and mercies, and other at- 
tributes of the Almighty, — such a conviction of 
our own sinfulness — such a faith in Christ as the 
Redeemer and Saviour of mankind, and the only 
atonement and propitiation for all sin, and in the 
Holy Ghost as our Sanctifier — in short, such a 
true faith in our Lord and Saviour and in his 
doctrines, as produces, by God's grace, the obe- 
dience which I have described — obedience which 
must not arise from any worldly motives, and 
must be performed to God and Christ, in direct 
nd immediate reference to the will of heaven. 
Now, that this is a state to which, at the very 
lowest, it is desirable that every one to whom the 
gospel is announced should have attained, cannot 
be questioned. But to affirm, as some appear to 
do, that every man living, at any particular point 
of time, has the same changes to undergo in 
order to arrive at it, or has, in fact, to experience 
an entire revolution of his opinions and renova- 
tion of his nature, is evidently irrational and con- 
trary to fact. In the first place, there are, it is 
to be hoped and believed, many persons in the 
world, in whom no alteration is necessary for con- 
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version — who have already reached the state 
which we have described. And there are, and 
have been, many, who can hardly be said ever to 
have been in a worse condition from the earliest 
period of their natural lives. Children, bap- 
tized in infancy, and brought up in christian 
nurture from the age first capable of its recep- 
tion, in proportion to their ability to receive it, 
and following the light which they imbibe in sin- 
cerity, though they must for a considerable num- 
ber of years be very imperfectly informed, yet as 
this imperfection does not prevent their sincere 
obedience, agreeably to their knowledge, may, 
considering that they are continually increasing 
in wisdom as well as stature, be held to be in a 
state of conversion, according to our theory, in 
each succeeding stage of life. And of those who 
are unhappily living, and have always lived, in 
impenitence, if we consider the variety of facts 
to be believed by the convert, and the state of 
his feelings, and the degree and multiplicity of 
hig obedience, no one can have an entire change 
to experience before he becomes a member of 
Christ, unless he is totally ignorant of all his 
duties; or, perhaps it might be said without ex- 
aggeration, unless his ideas were on all these 
points the very reverse of truth. If there are any 
such men as this in christian countries, (the 
fact I neither affirm nor deny,) then, doubtless, 
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they must be wholly transformed before they can 
enter on a converted state ; but no others. And 
equally indefensible would be a general assertion 
that all unconverted men, living at any moment 
of time, require the same change. It is not to 
be imagined, for an instant, that among the un- 
converted there is not almost an endless diversity 
in spiritual attainments. Their knowledge of re- 
ligious truth, their convictions and impressions, 
their habits of reflection, their regard to the 
Deity in their lives, may each range through an 
infinite number of degrees of imperfection. If 
we form any idea of the various and necessary 
constituents of conversion, it is evident that 
the changes which different unconverted persons 
have, of necessity, to undergo before they attain 
a converted state, must be as multitudinous as 
the deficiencies in kind and degree amongst those 
persons of those constituents. The superior or 
inferior knowledge which they possess — the more 
or less lively impressions of awful and attractive 
truth made upon their hearts — the higher or 
lower degree of obedience which characterizes 
their lives, pursued into all their ramifications 
and combinations, mark so many varieties of 
change to be passed through before their arrival 
at what, we trust, we can confide in as a point of 
safety. 

And not less absurd is it to imagine that con- 
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version is a state which is attained by sudden 
transitions. On the contrary, this is the case of 
au assertion, the extreme reverse of which would 
perhaps be more agreeable to reality. It is 
highly probable, that in all instances, it is more 
or less gradually attained, certainly in all which 
are not miraculous. 1 allow that I see no diffi- 
culty in supposing that a man in the ordinary 
course of things may, by study, and attention, 
and reflection, with regard to topics of religion, 
be prepared to determine his mind instantaneously 
to a course of piety, as he may suddenly adopt a 
resolution in any other business. But that iden- 
tical person, and indeed any other unconverted 
man, may be, and probably is, months or years 
advancing on a state of justification, according to 
the degree of instruction he receives, the visita- 
tions of Providence with which he is favoured, 
the attention he bestows on religious matters, the 
aptitude of his nature for the reception of impres- 
sion. And I believe conversions are generally 
progressively completed in adults, owing, in part, 
to the variety of knowledge necessary to have 
been acquired. The apparently sudden conver- 
sions recorded in Scripture were, I apprehend, 
all of a miraculous nature — effected, I mean, 
partly under the influence of a miracle, and are, 
therefore, not to be construed into examples for 
ourselves. But even in the generality of them, 
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it would be infinitely move easy to maintain than 
to disprove, that the minds and hearts of the sub- 
jects of them had been, in different modes and 
degrees, prepared for the impression of the mira- 
cle by their previous knowledge and reflections. 

Some persons, again, have conceived that it 
makes no difference what kind of life a man leads 
before conversion. In one sense, as to forgive- 
ness of former sins, and provided conversion does 
actually take place, this opinion is incontroverti- 
ble. But it is, I think, demonstrable from Scrip- 
ture, and reason, and experience, that it is un- 
warrantably presumptuous and absurd in other 
respects. The more rebellious and profane 
(taking into consideration his talents) the course 
of life led by the unconverted, the greater will 
be, generally speaking, his danger of reprobation ; 
but if the sinner do repent, and turn to his Sa- 
viour, his antecedent sinfulness, the greater it is, 
may, we suppose, produce this eflect — the more 
measureless will be his gratitude and obedience, 
inasmuch as he will have considered the mercies 
■which he has received the more inestimable. 

There are, however, not only the errors of en- 
thusiasm and presumption, but also of despon- 
dency, respecting conversion. One of these at 
least deserves notice : it concerns the motives 
whence it originates. The nervous and timid 
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hare disquieted tbemselTes much with apprehen- 
sions of the illegality of the fear of eternal dam- 
nation as a motive to conversion — the fear arising 
froiQ the sense of the danger into which sin has 
inveigled its victims. Doubtless, this is a selBsh, 
and so far, not a godly principle. If there be 
one source of conversion purer than another, it is, 
in my judgment, a godly sorrow which worketh 
repentance — which springs from the contempla- 
tion of God's perfections, and more particularly 
his stupendous mercy in Christ ; from the most 
humiliating sense of our own unworthiness, and 
from a shame at offending by our provocations 
one who deserves from us nothing but honour 
and obedience of the highest order. But whe- 
ther this sorrow be an ingredient in the con- 
version of many hearts, it Is vain to inquire. 
I am much more certain that fear is the principal 
one. I believe that all men who begin life in 
impiety are converted, if at all, much under the 
impression of fear. And I am still more certain 
that this is an allowable origin in the eyes of 
God — that he has planted the passion of fear in 
our hearts, to be sanctified like other passions to bis 
glory and our own salvation, and that he addresses 
our fears as a means of etfecting the change 
which is qualified for justification. The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Knowing 
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the terror of the Lord, the apostle persuaded 
men, and doubtless properly enough, by the fear 
of the Lord men depart from evil.* 

If, then, any man, on examination of himself, 
discovers those symptoms of conversion which 
we have described, it matters not how the effect 
may have been produced ; nor that he cannot 
vouch for the hour when tie reached the turning 
point, he may safely confide that he has been 
converted and justified. If he is deficient in these 
appearances, then he is, according to our ideas of 
safety, so far short of conversion. He perceives 
what remains to be done before its attainment. 
I repeat, that I do not deny the possibility of any 
lower degree of obedience being coincident with 
conversion. Allowances may be made, among 
other things, for ignorance. We may hope less 
is necessary : we cannot trust It, I think, without 
presumption. And a sure confidence has been 
one of our main objects. 



It is not an unimportant remark, that as the 
convert has been justified by his faith, he need 
not, if he were quite certain of his conversion, 
pray for the pardon of his sins committed pre- 
viously to that revolution in his character, be- 
cause he receives it, and should not mistrust its 
reception, as a fulfilment of God's promise. He 
• Ptov. ix. 10; Paulm cxi. 10; 2 Cor. v. 11 ; Prov. x»i. 6, 
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can properly pray for this pardon, only as far as 
he is doubtful of his conversion ; and even then, 
I think, his more rational course would be to im- 
plore those gifts and graces, which would com- 
plete his converted state. 

It ought to be well understood that conversion 
is not the cause, but the condition of pardon. 



APPENDIX TO PART I. 



On the danger of delaying Conversion. 



" It is never too late to repent," is a proverb of 
ambiguous signification and miscliievous ten- 
dency. I fear it has encouraged many a sinner 
to persist in his rebellious course until Le has 
been irrecoverably lost. If by it is meant merely, 
that repentance or conversion is never too lono- 
deferred, should it take place at all, the saying 
is true. But if the vi'ords are intended to signify, 
what is, in fact, their simple and literal significa- 
tion, that men may attempt to repent at any pe- 
riod of their lives, however advanced, and be 
almost certain or reasonably expectant of success, 
then I hold the sentence to be false. It must be 
understood that I speak with reference to those 

L persons exclusively who have deferred conversion 
against a knowledge of its necessity and of their 
own duty. I found my opinion of the fallacy of the 
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adage literally interpreted, on the following 
arguments. 

The Scripture copiously reveals to us the im- 
portant truth, which corresponds with the con- 
clusions of our reason, that the most unpardon- 
able of sinners, in the judgment of God, are 
those, who, in a similitude of other circum- 
stances, sin with a consciousness of their oifen- 
sivenesB to him.* The knowledge of the fact, 
that we do offend, infinitely aggravates our of- 
fences, and increases our danger of divine 
vengeance. And unless the word of God gives 
encouragement to the belief that conscious of- 
fenders may not generally continue to resist the 
impulses of grace so long, that they shall become 
hardened and irreclaimable, I suppose no defence 
will be set up of the opinion. Now, there can 
be no argument of this nature derivable from the 
Scripture, but such as is afforded either by fre- 
quent examples of late repentance, after obstinate 
and wilful, or at least conscious rebellion, or by 
revelations of God's intentions towards men, im- 
porting that instances of the kind may be nu- 
merous. I venture to assert that Scripture is 
void of such evidence, and favours the opposite 
doctrine. The case of St. Paul has, I believe, 

• Lulte xli. 47 ; Jftines iv. 17 ; John xv. 22. 24 ; John ix. 
41 ; 1 Tim. i. 16, compared with 1 Tim. i. 13 ; Luke 
a4 ; Acts xvii, 30 ; Lefk. iv. and Numbers xv. ^usjii 
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been sometimes cited as an example, in conse- 
quence of the enormity with which, in the deep- 
ness of his contrition, he invested his persecutions 
of the church, after his conversion. But this is 
evidently alien to our argument, for he did not 
resist his conscience." The story of the labourers 
who entered the vineyard at the eleventh hour, 
is likewise quoted in proof of the truth of our 
proverb. But it is demonstrably certain, from 
the connexion of the parable with the context, 
and from its internal details, that it is perfectly 
irrelevant. The parable has no reference to the 
ages of individuals. It is principally designed 
to refer to the preposterous order of the reception 
of Christ by Jew and Gentile. But admitting, 
for argument's sake, that it is capable of indivi- 
dual application, it then would not encourage the 
hope of safety in deferred conversion, (I say de- 
ferred conversion simply, because the idea of 
delay appears to imply a wilfulness or conscious- 
ness,) for these labourers were unemployed from 
ignorance of the duties which they had to fulfil."!" 
The incident of the penitent and accepted thief, 
the associate in crucifixion of our blessed Lord, is 
generally adduced as the strongest argument for 
the probability of delaying conversion with im- 

Lpumty.:f 1 cannot but incline to think, as Bishop 
• Acts xsvi. 9—11 ; 1 Tim. i. 13. + Matt.xx. 1—16. 
X Matt, xxvii. 38. 44 ; Mark xv. 27; Luke xxiii. 39—43. 
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Sherlock appears to have thought, notwithstand- 
iQg all the arguments for a contrary opiniou, that 
there is a preponderance in favour of the sup- 
position that the conversion of this malefactor 
was one of the speediest upon record. But at 
any rate, before his case can be regarded as an 
example of delayed conversion, (and the same 
remark is applicable to the labourers,) it is ne- 
cessary to show that he did defer his conversion 
against his better knowledge. Now, we know, 
authentically, nothing more of him than is nar- 
rated in Scripture; and such information is un- 
attainable. Indeed, this appears to be the re- 
verse of truth in the parable of the labourers, 
and the wilful impenitence of the thief could not 
have extended beyond about three years of his 
life, because that was the term of our Saviour1| 
ministry. These are all the cases of note. 

Turn we now to the doctrines which bear i 
our subject, and we shall observe that they fefl 
fully proclaim the perils of delay. The cod8< 
quences of refusing to be couverted have, indeed, 
been already perceived in some measure, from 
those texts which teach that ignorance is an * 
cuse in the divine counsel for transgressioni 
But they are constantly obtruded upon our attei 
tion. Not one of the least remarkable passages of 
this import, is contained in the first chapter of 
the Book of Proverbs. God is there reprcsi 
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as rejecting the prayers of those who have lonjf 
refused to seek or to reijard llim. in mmtuI 
places we are instructed that tht* knowintily im- 
penitent are to expect that they will he sudchnly 
summoned to judgment on account •►f thrir nh- 
stinate and wilful resistance to th»' divim* will. 
(See particularly Matt. xxiv. 4^— ol : Hrv. iii. 
3; Matt. xxv. 1, &c. ; Luke xxi. .'U ; 1 Tlir-.-^. 
V. 3.) These passages are not all ccpially ]u r- 
tinent to the matter in (juestion, but thry >Iniw 
the principle of God's visitatiou^i in tlii^^ n •*]»«•«•!. 
It is not revealed, that the pcrsnn> ovit wImhii flu* 
danger is here described as inijMMidinir, win- all 
rebeWious against iWir conscicnci «i. Hut it i«* 
to be assumed that suc\i was x\ie iw^v : uv \\ it i^i 
here implied, that those who mu llirnuuh ijn"- 
rance are threatened with sudden ilrMru«tii»i ; 
as the conscious sinners are. all otlu r ciriiiiii- 
stances equal, the more punishabh*, lii.w niu '.i 
more liable must thev be to the sanu* iud jinciit- ! 
That there must be srreat dantrer in f!« 1 iv, i- 
a2'ain very forciblv inculcated bv thi.>f :ir'iii..iii- 
tions of Solomon — "Humble thvself Ih r.m ili.j 
be sick, and in the time of sins sliou n'|M !i!.in« . 
Let nothing hinder thee to pay thy vow in c! -.• 
lime, and defer not until death to be jti^i!:= !. 
Concerning propitiation, be not wiiho'it i. i • . 
add sin unto sin. Sav not God's men\ i- . i. :». ^ 

«Eccks.zTuL21,22. ^ ^ 
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and he will be pacified for the multitude of ray 
sins, for mercy and wrath come from liim, and 
his indignation resletb upon atuners. Malce no 
tarrying^ to turn to the Lord, and put not off from 
day to day ; for suddenly shall the wrath of the 
Lord come forth, and in thy security thou shalt 
be destroyed, and perish in the day of vengeance.* 
In perfect accordance with these doctrines are 
the actual dispensations of God to his rebellious 
creatures. This is abundantly instanced in his 
dealings with the heathen. Even as they did 
not lite to retain God in their knowledge, God 
gnve them over to a reprobate mind.j" It is no 
less evident in the case of the antediluvian world. 
God granted them the space of one hundred and 
twenty years for repentance; in which period 
Noah was doubtless a preacher to them of righte- 
ousness. Were it, indeed, contended that they 
were ignorantly disobedient, then I should reply 
to the same effect as before, that if the waters of 
the deluge swept unconscious transgression from 
the earth, this judgment of the Almighty an- 
nounces the most dreadful warnings to those 
whose guilt is enhanced by knowledge. But it 
appears that the people were not wholly insensible 
of the eloquence of Noah, for the Spirit of God was 
striving within thera. They, however, procrasti- 
nated, and not one of thera was saved but the 
• Eccles. T. a— 7. t Rii. 
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preacher's family ; God came upon them as a 
thief in the night. (See Matt. xxiv. 39-) What 
is now deserving of remark is, that this is an event 
which concerns Christians intimately. " God 
spared not the old woHd, but saved Noah, the 
eighth person, a preacher of righleousness, bring- 
ing; in the flood upon the world of the ungodly, 
and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha 
into ashes, condemned them with an overthrow, 
making them an ensample unto those that after 
should live ungodly." (2 Pet. ii. 5, 6.) 

Another example equally to the purpose occurs 
in the judgments of God upon the Jews in the wil- 
derness. I believe that there are evident traces in 
their history of their being conscious of disobe- 
dience. We are instructed likewise to regard it as 
a warning to ourselves. (1 Cor. x. II.) The grand 
point is, that only two of the adults liberated from 
Egypt were suffered to enter the land of promise. 

In addition to these facts and doctrines, it 
might be argued that it must be, in great mea- 
sure, contrary to the designs of Providence that 
men should be saved after long and wilful unre- 
pentance. One of the purposes of Christ's ad- 
vent, for instance, was to destroy the works of 
the devil; (1 John iii. 8 ;) one of which works is 
the commission of sin by mankind. But if it be 
agreeable to the will of God that wilful impeni- 
tents, however inveterate, should be able to re- 
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pent and be forgiven, this would be an encou- 
ragemeut for men to continue in subjection to tlie 
tempter, and to maintain in the world practices 
and habits of siu which we know it is the design 
of Christ to abolisli. And, secondly, it is evi- 
dently designed by God that the whole life of 
every man to whom the tidings of salvation are 
delivered, and more certainly of those wbo be- 
lieve in their truth, should be passed in ob- 
servance of the christian laws. And we must 
suppose that the souls of believers in the divinity 
of the word will be saved generally, only as it is 
gcmrally intended that their salvation should be 
effected. 

Now, if all these facts and doctrines, and other 
arguments, be duly computed and estimated — 
though, I think, many souls will be saved at the 
day of account, yet I apprehend there is little or 
no hope of salvation for a wilfully or consciously 
impenitent man, who delays his repentance 
through life to its termination, His case appears 
to be one of terror. If he depended only upon 
time for repentance, when he was in the enjoy- 
ment of heallh, he wants, in his extremity, that 
which was his sole dependanee. He is naturally 
terrified, and the horrible description in Pro- 
verbs i. seems directly suitable to his situation. 
But, in short, considering that conscious impeni- 
tence is one of the most sinful S|i(xiLS of wicked- 
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ness, if such a man is not included among the 
BODS of perdition, I know not whose names we 
can imagine will be inserted in that vast cata- 
logue, except of those comparatively few, who 
add to their aversion to repent, the defiance of 
the Almighty. 

But continued impenitence is at all times 
dreadful. Procraatinators of repentance are cer- 
tainly taking one of the methods of proceeding, 
step by step, to that crisis which is most hope- 
less. Their course is exactly the same as that 
which has brought others to the most fearful 
end. Nor does it appear probable that they will 
repent, if we take into consideration the nature of 
habit, which is discoverable from Scripture as 
well as from reason and experience. The pro- 
phet asks, " Can the Ethiopian change his skin 
and the leopard his spots ? then may ye learn to 
do good who are accustomed to do evil." (Jer. 
xiii. 23.) And, indeed, if such persons are con- 
verted from their wickedness, who are conscious 
of their obligations to repent, it must be by some 
increase of knowledge, or of conviction, which 
men do not ordinarily possess. Afflictions are 
sometimes mercifully sent by God to turn the 
sinful from wickedness, and to bring their thoughts 

I and hearts to him. (Heb. xii. 10.) But there is 
no reason for believing that the more a man 
provokes God by his sin, to abandon him to his 
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own imaginations, God will not in time be the 
less disposed to grant him repentance or the 
means of its acquirement. And, supposing that 
God does afflict his rebellious creature with 
bodily disease, which brings him to the gate of 
death, where he promises and vows continual 
obedience to him, if his life were spared, it too 
frequently happens that, when the fear of im- 
mediate judgment is removed, by restoration to 
health, that it is followed by a relapse into the 
previous course of wickedness. Besides, it ought 
to be considered that the conscious offender is 
always liable to the execution of that menace of 
the Almighty, of calling him to judgment sud- 
denly, unprepared, on account of his rebellions. 
Nor can we reasonably be void of the most lively 
fear that any wilful and inveterate sinner, who is 
arrested by the hand of death in the midst of his 
career, receives a summons to condemnation. 

I wish to be understood to maintain that the 
danger of final impenitence to the conscious sinner 
is proportionately dependent on the degree of his 
consciousness, and of the wilfulness and continu- 
ance of the delay. 
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OF PERSEVERANCE, OR THE CONTINUATION OF 
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE AFTER CONVERSION. 



That such a continuation is required, though I 
have supposed it past dispute, yet see, with 
many others, the texts following: 1 Thess. iv. 1 ; 
Phil. i. 9, 10 ; Luke viii. 15 ; James i. 25 ; John 
viii. 31; Rom. xi. 22; Lukeix. G2; Col. i. 23; 
Rom. ii. 7 ; Luke ix. 23 ; Eph. vi. 18 ; Gal. vi. 9 ; 
TiL iii. 8. Also, if we continue not to obey, we 
become, of course, the disobedient, and are sub- 
ject to their condemnation. 



The triumph of conversion and perseveraft^ 
over death and ihe Judgment. 



There are, it is well known, those believers in 
Christ, who maintain as scriptural the doctrine 
of an infallible assurance of men's personal 
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salvation. It appears that they regard them- 
selves as absolutely certain of the rewards of the 
righteous, and that they believe this impression 
to be received from the immediate agency, the 
palpable influence of the divine Spirit. It is the 
firm conviction of the most rational Christians, 
that Scripture does not support such opinions. 
But, while I cannot but agree with those who 
esteem them totally void of foundation in the 
word of God, extravagant and enthusiastic, there 
are solid grounds for affirming that the believer 
may and ought to possess such knowledge of the 
Scriptures, and be living in such a manner that 
he shall have uninterruptedly a reasonable and 
comfortable trust, from comparing his life with 
the evangelical precepts, that he is a member of 
the true church, and that whether he is sum- 
moned from the world by God at the present 
moment, or, if he perseveres, at any future time, 
that when the hour of his departure, appointed by 
divine decree, arrives, he will not be destined to 
an exclusion from the heavenly mansions. With- 
out attempting any refutation of the erroneous 
views to which I have just adverted, I deem it 
sufficient to show that Scripture does actually 
maintain the degree of assurance which has been 
described; more particularly, as I shall have em- 
ployed, in the course of the discussion, most of 
those texts on which the alleged extravagai 
has been so fondly erected. 
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I do not assent to the 
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think that St. Paul's case is not applicable in 
this respect to true believers in remote genera- 
tions. I am disposed to maintain that the life 
of St. Paul alone furnishes sufficient arguments 
for the establishment of our point. Even the 
famous passage in 2 Tim. iv. 6 — 8, " For I am 
now ready to be offered, and the time of ray 
departure is at hand. I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith; henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness," appears in great mea- 
sure suitable to ordinary Christians. With re- 
spect to the intimation of the time of his decease, 
if we understand by it a positive assertion, then 
it must, by a necessary consequence, signify, that 
he had been miraculously informed of its proxi- 
mity. But if the signification of the expressions 
be only the forebodings of the apostle, arising 
from circumstances, then he may have written 
without any certain information concerning it — 
have merely given utterance to the anticipations 
so excited. There are some reasons for thinking 
this. But a very few years before he wrote to 
Timothy the second time, he acknowledges that 
" he knew not what was about to befal him in 
Jerusalem, except only that the Holy Ghost wit- 
uesseth in every city, sayiag that bonds and afflic- 
tions abide me.'' It seems that lie had then only 
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a general idea of his persecutions imparted to Iiim. 
Indeed, only three years before his -death, he 
Kpeaks iti doubt of his having to suffer martyrdom. 
He says, " Jf \ be offered upon the sacrifice and 
service of your faith." As far as our positive 
testimony, therefore, goes, and it is to a late 
period of his life, he had no information of the 
precise nature of his death, nor, at a not much 
earlier period, of its time, and place, and other 
circumstances. And certainly there was no need 
of any extraordinary discovery to induce binn to 
use expressions to Timothy respecting the near- 
ness of his end. Considering the situation in 
which he was placed, nothing was more natural 
and easy than to entertain apprehensions of it. 
He was a prisoner, in ail probability, under close 
confinement, at Rome. He had been summoned 
to make his defence before the magistrate ; and 
we may conceive what turn things had taken 
against him, as his friends, like his Master's, all 
forsook him and fled, at that particular juncture. 
Nothing seems more reasonable than that they 
foresaw the probability of their fate, if they ad- 
hered to him. Their conduct can be accounted 
for without St. Paul's having communicated to 
them any supernatural intelligence. And in such 
an extremity as this may appear to be, without a 
miracle, it is obvious and unforced, for an old 
man in particular, to write to his friend as if I 
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considered the time of his departure was at hand. 
He saw the storm gathering, in a very unsettled 
season, and he expected it to burst There was 
no need of any thing oracular to enable hira thus 
to express himself; nor is there, I conceive, any 
irreverence in imat^ining that the Spirit of God 
should direct hira thus to declare his apprehen- 
sions. But whether he had received foreknow- 
ledge of his violent end is not material to our 
question. The point for our consideration is, 
rather, the assurance communicated to us of his 
obtaining a crown of righteousness. Now, it is 
very certain that both Scripture and reason (see 
Introd. Art. III.) support the opinion, that it is 
possible for common believers to be spiritually 
and rationally persuaded that they are members 
of Christ, and that if they continue in their obe- 
dience, they will not be eventually condemned. 
Nor is it difficult to believe, for aught here written 
to the contrary, that St. Paul's assurance of sal- 
vation went no farther than the confidence for 
which I contend. The connexion of the sentence 
seems clear with that construction. " 1 have 
fought a good fight, I have finished ray course, I 
have kept the faith, (and therefore,) henceforth 
there is laid up for me," &c. &-c. As if he had 
said, I have endeavoured to do my duty towards 
God, and I have fought the fight, though I have 
not always come oft' conqueror; and I will en- 
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deavour to continue the warfare whether in life 
or death. And I do not fear, Buch is his mercy 
and truth, that he will reward me according to 
the promises which he has made to all who love 
him ; the prospect of which reward will sustain 
me undtr all my most painful and distressing 
trials. I see no difficulty iu believing, the Scrip- 
ture separately considered, that tliis attestation of 
the apostle to his own state might arise simply 
from the Spirit bearing witness, as in other 
Christians, with his spirit, that he had been a 
child of God, and that it does not bear a more 
exalted construction. But supposing that the 
contrary is not improbable, there are other pas- 
sages in the life and history of St. Paul which 
are sufficient for our purpose; admit of little 
or no doubt, and tend to substantiate our inter- 
pretation of his words to Timothy. But before 
I come to them, I would observe, that whatever 
assurances St. Paul might enjoy of his salvation, 
extraordinary as were many of the gifts with 
which he was endowed, and highly distinguished 
as he was by many marks of divine favour, which 
may induce the belief that he stands at an im- 
measurable distance from ordinary men in all 
matters of discipline and obedience ; yet, in the 
first place, a few considerations will perhaps 
bring him, in point of obedience, nearer, in our 
imagination, to a level with common Christians 
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than some persons conjecture. He liad, I admit, 
several revelations made to him not to be expected 
by the Christians of later ages. In about the 
twentieth year before his death, he was caught 
up into the third heaven, and heard unspeakable 
words which it is not lawful for man to utter ; yet 
we are assured that he did not receive then any 
communication about the certainty of his own 
salvation, because we 6nd him several times 
afterwards speaking of it as uncertain. Nor if 
we observe bim ever so confident of salvation, is 
it the extraordinary gifts of tongues, of a pro- 
phetic spirit, or of miracles that need deter us in 
the least from comparing him in moral obedience 
to the faithful even in modern times, though most 
probably there are few, if any, that are not, in all 
comparable points, greatly his inferiors. How 
little these extraordinary endowments alone can 
be any ground of confidence in God for salvation, 
nothing can more forcibly declare than his own 
words in another place : — " Though I speak," 
says he, " with the tongues of men and of angels, 
and have not charity, I am become as sounding 
brass or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have 
the gift of prophecy, and understand all myste- 
ries and all knowledge, and though I have all 
faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have 
not charity, I am nothing."* And that it is not 
• 1 Cor. xiii,l,2. 
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the working of miracles which could give him 
the comfort of a holy hope, another passage per- 
haps more satisfactorily evinces. " Many will 
say to me in that day," (these are the words of 
Christ,) " Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in 
thy name, and in thy name have cast out devils, 
and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew 
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity."* 
The ordinary fruits of the Spirit are the tests of 
all men's acceptableness. 

With these strictures proceed we now to exa- 
mine into the life of St. Paul, as to his assurance 
of his salvation and the means by which it was 
acquired. He says of himself at least, if not, as 
is most probable, of all true Christians, that we 
groan while we are in the world, earnestly de- 
siring to be clothed upon with our house which is 
from heaven. That he who hath wrought us for 
the self-same thing is God, who also hath given 
unto us the earnest of the Spirit. Therefore we 
are always confident, knowing that whilst we are 
at home in the body, we are absent from the 
Lord ; for we walk by faith and not by sight. 
We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be 
absent from the body, and to be present with the 
Lord."!" Here we see him rejoicing in the hope, 
it might rather be said, the expectation of glory. 
I ■' * Matt. vii. 22,23. +2 C < 
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Yet lie had received no iafallible assuraace of his 
blissful inheritance, because we find him after- 
wards in uncertainty as to its attaiomtint. And 
the passage just quoted indicates, in more places 
than one, that his confidence arose from ordinary 
convictions. He had received the earnest of the 
Spirit; that pledge of the contract between God 
aod man ; that presumption that we shall here- 
afler receive in full all that we have covenanted ; 
that token of salvation — which does not appear to 
have been intended to be restricted to the apostles 
in the primitive times, nor to those ages. More- 
over, the completion of this proof of his accept- 
ance with God, to himself, was, he declares, that 
he walked by faith and not by sight — so that his 
earnest of the Spirit were those fruits of it, by 
which the good man is distinguished from the 
evil, and known unto himself. It was the con- 
scientious use which he made of his talents, and 
his earnest endeavours after keeping a conscience 
void of offence — in fact, the common discharge of 
religious duties, that spoke the best things to his 
soul. 

Again, in his Epistle to the Philippians, he 
admits the uncertainty of bis salvation. He ex- 
presses himself iu such a way that we are imme- 
diately convinced that he had neither been in- 
structed by his Saviour that he should suffer 
death in his cause, nor tliut he should after 
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death, witliont any possibility of disappointment, 
or without any relation to the life he might lead, 
be received into the kingdom of heaven. It was 
in that letter he said, " If l he oft'ered," &c. &'c., 
and that he likewise speaks of labouring, if by 
any means he might attain unto the resurrection 
of the dead ; not as though he had already at- 
tained, or were already perfect, but that he 
followed after, that he might apprehend that for 
which also he was apprehended of Christ Jesus. 
•' Brethren," says he, besides, " I count not my- 
Belf to have apprehended, but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those which are before, I 
press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus/' Here, I say, 
when he wrote these passages, he evidently was 
without any revelation of the mode of his death, 
or of the certainty of his salvation ; and yet how 
does he write, in the same letter, with respect to 
the fear of death and damnation ? " To me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain. I am in a 
strait betwixt two." I know not which of two 
alternatives I would choose — " having a desire to 
depart this life, and to be with Christ, which is 
far better" than lingering in this world of trouble ; 
" but to abide in the flesh is more needful for 
you ; and having this coufidence, I know that I 
shall abide and continue with you all, for your 



AND I'EH3EVEnANCF.. 1 i'J 

furtberance and joy of faitb." Now we arCj I 
say, assured, that when he declared his desire 
and readiness to die, it had not been revealed to 
him that his salvation was secure, independent of 
bis subsequent conduct; nor that be was des- 
tined to termioate his life as a martyr. Because, 
after the declaration of his willingness to die, as 
being gain, lie professes that he labours for sal- 
vation, and convinces us that he bad bad no ex- 
traordinary assurance of it. This proves that he 
was equally destitute of any special revelation 
when he expressed his desire of death. Nor is 
there any ground for imagining but that bis 
happiness was the effect of his religious practices, 
his forgetting those things which were behind, 
and reaching forth unto those which were before, 
the common source of all truly Christian confi- 
dence in the present time. And there are asser- 
tions which, taken in connexion with these con- 
siderations, carry the matter almost as far as 
words can go — at least confirm the opinion which 
we have formed, that St. Paul bad received no 
assurances but what are common to religious 
men. Certainly bis duty was to work out his 
own salvation, like others — to keep under his 
body, to bring it into subjection,* and, for aught 
written to the contrary, by common spiritual aids ; 
and as certainly he refers to common evidences of 
* 1 Cor. is. 27. 
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the propriety of his conduct in other instances 
than those now adduced. For example, he says, 
*' Our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our con- 
science, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, 
not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of 
God, we have had our conversation in the world."* 
Here is no appeal made to revelations and extra- 
ordinary lights and intelligence. If he had had 
any special communications from God of his 
having performed his apostolic duties, I conceive 
his rejoicing would have been professedly in them. 
He would have said, then, I imagine, our re- 
joicing is this, that God has assured me that I 
have done the work of an evangelist. But no, 
his rejoicing was in the testimony of his con- 
science ; and it was his conscience, too, bearing 
him witness to these very points, that in sim- 
plicity and godly sincerity he had lived in the 
world. In another place, we find him thanking 
God, whom he had served with pure conscience.'!' 
In a third, exercising himself to have a conscience 
void of offence.J So that, on the whole, I as- 
sume, that St. Paul was similarly circumstanced 
to ordinary Christians, in matters relating to 
personal holiness, except as far as his faith in 
Christ must have been more assured than ours, 
as he had been both the object and the instru- 
ment of miraculous agency. But how little ad- 

* 2 Cor. i. 12. t 2 Tim. i. 3. J Acts xxiv. 16. 
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tilis gave him over later disciples, let 
that saying of our Saviour's testify: " Tliomas, 
because thou hast seen me thou hast believed; 
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have 
believed." (John xx. 29.) 

I will now pass from the example of St. Paul 
to the general doctrines of Scripture. St. Paul, 
in bis Epistle to the Romans, has these words : 
" As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the sons of God. For ye have not received 
the spirit of bondage again to fear, but ye have 
received the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, 
Abba, Father ; and the Spirit beareth witness 
with our spirit, that we are the children of God." 
This is spoken of all true Christians. And what 
must be their views of death and judgment, while 
they are justly convinced that they are the 
children of obedience, may be easily imagined. 
But the apostle has not even here left it to our 
conceptions. He soon after speaks out : " Our- 
selves, wbich have the first-fruits, or earnest of 
the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within our- 
selves, waiting for the adoption, namely, tlie re- 
demption of our body."" That is, as a com- 
mentator has expounded the passage, we long 
with great earnestness for the evidence and com- 
pletion of our sonship — the admission of our 
'bodies into the eternal inheritance — The apostle 
• Rom. viii. 14— in, 23. 
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writes in tlie same strain to the Epbesians : 
that after tliey believed, they were " sealed with 
that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest 
of our inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession, unto the praise of bis 
glory."* Many are the passages in Scripture 
that fully sustain the coniidence which appears 
perfectly incompatible with the anticipation of 
damnation, provided the Christian pursues a 
steady course. "We desire that every one of 
you do show the same diligence, to the full as- 
surance of hope unto the end/'i" "Hereby we 
know that we are of tlie truth, and shall assure 
our hearts before him."J; "Whose house are we, 
if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing 
of the hope firm unto the end." And "we are 
made partakers of Christ, if we hold the be- 
ginning of our confidence stedfast unto tbe 
end."§ Add to which all those texts from St. 
John's Epistle, quoted and alluded to in the 
Introduction to this work, declaratory of a well- 
founded consciousness of union with Christ, must 
exclude the possibility of any actual foretaste of 
condemnation, on condition of perseverance. In- 
deed, that a rational and sound confidence in the 
mercy of God is attainable by Christians ir 
present life, and may, by due diligence, be r 

* Epb. i. 13, 14. t Ileb. vi. 11. 

I 1 Joliii iii. 19. § Ueh. iii. t!, 14. 
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tained, is a fact so acknowledged by those divint'S 
whom we regard as the best interpreters of 
Scripture, that I shall not think it necessary to dis- 
cuss the question with that care which might have 
been required on a more disputable point. I will 
rather relieve myself and my readers from any 
severity of criticism, by simply advancing a few 
of the many other texts on which it is founded ; 
not so much with a view of proving its truth, as 
of presenting a collection of quotations on a most 
interesting topic, which can hardly be too numer- 
ous. The Scriptures, then, speak of it as possible 
and desirable that we should all have boldness, 
or courage and confidence, in the day of judg- 
ment,' and that we should all love Christ's ap- 
pearing, to reward every man according to his 
works."!" -And then, I ask, how could we have 
confidence amidst all the splendour aud terrors of 
that day, with the sentence of approval or con- 
demnation, the irrevocable decree of our ever- 
lasting destiny, ready to be instantaneously passed, 
if we had not had hope and confidence in the 
time of our probation ; or, I might argue, in 
humble imitation of Christ himself and his 
apostles on other occasions, if we can have 
confidence in that day itself, how much more may 
we have it before the day arrives ! Again, it 
may be said that St. Peter informs us that his 
" 1 John iv. 17. f 2 Tim. iv. 8, 
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disciples having believed in Christ, rejoiced with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory ;• from which it 
miglit he asked, iiow could they have that joy, 
if they were apprehensive of eternal condem- 
uatioii ? It may be added, that one of the de- 
signs of the christian religion is to give peace, 
and comfort, and joy, to its true professors — that 
one of the offices of the Hnly Ghost in particular, 
in that of Comforter; and that we should be of 
all men most miserable, instead of the most 
happy, if our souls were to be harrowed by the 
terrors of datunation, and to believe, like the 
devils, so as to tremble at retribution. 

It is, in fact, an incontrovertible and established 
truth, both from Scripture and reason, that good 
Christians may be conscious in this life that they 
are the children of God, and joint-heirs with 
Christ — may be comfortably and truly convinced 
that they are walking in the way which leadeth 
unto life — that if they seek they shall find — that 
them that come unto Christ, he will in no wise 
cast out, but that he will {jive them rest ; and 
provided tliey persevere, it is very possible and 
desirable for tliem, in the hope, and with the in- 
tention of persevering-, to rejoice with unutterable 
joy, merely on account of a well-founded con- 
sciousness of conforming' to the will of God by 
obedience and faith. 

f 1 Put. i, 8. 
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But I go further than asserting that it is 
agreeable to Scripture that the enlightened and 
faithful follower of his Saviour should experience 
this joy. I maintain that it is equally agreeable 
to that authority, that while he perseveres in 
obedience, his joy should be uninterrupted. I 
mean not equable, but undestroyed. 

We sometimes observe those whom we believe 
to be sincere Christians, afflicted with despon- 
dency, with melancholy, and even despair; and 
the religion of Jesus has been falsely accused as 
the author of these miseries. I have no hesita- 
tion whatever in affirming that the depressions of 
spirit alluded to, have in all cases arisen from 
one or more of these causes — from the commission 
of sin, or from erroneous or defective views of 
Scripture, or from the nervousness of bodily dis- 
ease — except as far as there may be temporary 
obscurations of the rays of divine comfort, for the 
purposes of spiritual amendment. 



We must next consider what kind of perse- 
verance will avail. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Of the nature of Perseverance^ particularly as 
to the current amount of the obedience which 
will through Christ be effectual. 



It cannot be disputed, with any appearance of 
plausibility, that it is the duty of the believer in 
Christ to direct his continual and most strenuous 
exertions to the performance of the will of God 
with rigorous exactness. Perfect obedience is, 
in strict reality, the goal of our religious race. 
The obligation to attain that limit of excellence, 
results not only from the express precepts of 
God, but from the honour due to his holy and 
perfect nature ; and its practical acknowledgment 
is also, in some sort, as a return for the immensity 
of the blessings which he has conferred upon his 
rational creatures. Perfection is the object of 
every true and enlightened convert's pursuit. 
And, for a reason before assigned, it is impossible 
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to deny that it is an attainable object. But 
though we cannot, perhaps, positively affirm from 
Scripture that it never has been attained, yet we 
can assert, without hesitation, on that high au- 
thority, that it is generally attained, (if attained 
at all, which is extremely doubtful,) not by the 
rapidity of assault, but the slower process of 
progressive advances. It is this gradation to the 
summit of virtue, which constitutes, in its true 
Lcharactcr, Christian perseverance. This truth is 
I founded on that multitude of texts, of which some 
were cited In a former part of this work, and 
which teach that the Christian is changed from 
glory to glory into the image of the glory of his 
llx)rd. And the description of the mode of life 
Imay be, in great measure, collected from what 
■ has been advanced in Part I. chaps, iii. and iv. ; 
Ifor, in attempting to define a sufficiency of obe- 
' dience for the obedience of conversion, we took at 
least a low stage of practical perseverance. And 
we have only to imagine a continual improve- 
ment from the point so determined, in order to 
form a conception of the nature of that continu- 
ance in a christian course. — In running the race 
thus set before us, not only will our infrequent 
lapses, and our continual deficiencies, require 
pardon, but our holiest actions, most probably 
tainted with human corruption, will need ex- 
■ trinsic merit to procure their acceptance to the 
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divine Arbiter of our destiny. We must " do all 
things in the name of the Lord Jesus, (even) 
giving thanks to God and the Father by him," 
(Col. iii. 17.) And we " offer up spiritual sacri- 
fices, acceptable to God (only) by Jesus Christ." 
(1 Pet, ii. 5.) God must be propitiated for our 
holy things, and much more for those which are 
absolutely unholy. Christ alone can render us 
acceptable to God, even in our course of peni- 
, tence. And as our first justification is not of 
[ Works, so in our continual contest for the prize 
of our calling, it is not without depending on 
him, through faith in his merits alone, for accept- 
ance and reward, that we can rightly hope to be 
justified in our lives and glorified at his tribunal. — 
If it be asked how we are to judge of our state in 
this case — the mode of ascertaining the truth of 
bur condition appears naturally to be self-exami- 
nation at stated intervals. If we observe that in 
the habit of sincerity we continually improve, 
from time to time, and exercise this faith in 
Christ, we may confidently trust that, in practice, 
we persevere. The quicker our progress, the 
less questionable our state. 

Now, in any stage of this progress, suppose 
that it pleases God to require the soul of man, 
there is satisfactory ground for his confiding in 
God for salvation, notwithstanding bis imper- 
fections. 
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In proof of this position, it may first lie re- 
marked, that perfection is not necessary to insure 
salvation. The truth of this observation, the case 
of St. Paul, in ray opinion, is alone sufficient to 
establish. Whatever slight shades of discord- 
ance among interpreters may obscure the sense 
of that passage of this apostle to the Philippiaus, 
iii, 8 — 13, there can be no doubt that St. Fan! 
was not, at the time of writing it, perfectly obe- 
dient to the will of God. This appears from the 
words themselves, as well as from the considera- 
tion, that as the christian course is progressive, 
and as St. Paul survived the occasion of his ad- 
dressing the Philippians several years, and did 
undoubtedly continue his spiritual improvement, 
that he was therefore capable of improvement, or, 
in other terms, was imperfect at the date of the 
Epistle. Yet what is there observable in that 
very composition, and (not tliat perhaps this is 
of any considerable importance) in a former part 
of it? No less an assertion than that he ie in a 
strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart and 
to be with Christ, which is far better, and that 
he believes he sliall continue in the world only 
because of his usefulness in the ministry. If he 
had not been convinced that perfection is not a 
necessary condition of salvation, he could not 
have made this confident avowal. The other 
passage formerly adduced from 2 Cor. v. 1 — 8, 
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is stron;^ly expressive of his actual confideDce in 
God for salvation. But on the principle of pro- 
gress! veness in obedience, as the Epistle, in 
which it appears, was written some years before 
that to the Philippiaiis, he must be even at a 
further distance from the goal of perfection than 
when he gloried in the hope of salvation to the 
church at Philippi. So that this instance is a 
stronger proof that perfection is not indispensable. 
Nothing would be lost to our argument by cou- 
cedingin this place, which we however do not con- 
cede, that St. Paul's is not an ordinary case — for if 
it be once admitted, as I think it cannot he de- 
nied, that his sanctiBcation was progressive, and 
that the subjection of his nature to the Spirit was 
by measures of the gift as in uninspired disciples 
of Christ, then the greater we assume his advan- 
tages to be over Christians of these days in other 
respects, the more they strengthen our cause, on 
the ground that to whom less is given, from them 
will less be required. 

But we are far from reposing wholly on the 
case of St. Paul as an evidence of the dispensa- 
bleness of perfection. There are revelations of 
the sinfulness of man which certainly appear to 
signify that no human being ever lived without 
the sins of imperfection. Solomon declared, that 
there is no man that sinneth not, and that there 
is not a just man upon earth that doeth good and 
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sinnetli not.* And though these declarations 
proceeded from God under the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion, before the more general effusion of his Spirit 
upon his rational creatures, yet there were probably 
as holy men in the Jewish as the christian churcli ; 
and certainly whatsoever things were written 
aforetime, were written for our learning, that we, 
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, 
might have hope.f 

Similar notices occur in the New Testament. 
" In many things," says St. James, "we offend all;";]: 
(i. e.) we all offend. Again, St. John writes, 
" If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us."§ A most 
powerful sentence from one who has used such 
expressions as seera even to vindicate to men 

I perfect innocence and impeccability. Now, if 
only these texts from the Old and New Testa- 
ments are received in their full and literal inter- 
pretation, they will certainly support the belief 
that no man does ever attain perfection ; for they 
appear to contain language intended for all 
Christians to apply to themselves at any period 
of their lives. And how this apparent sense can 
be legitimately qualified, I am at a loss to con- 

' jecture. There can be no question tbat it must 
be at least generally applicable to Christians, and 
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tbat tliereforc salvation 
fections, 

A tliird argument is, that it is evident, past all 
dispute, from numerous attestations of Scripture, 
that converts proceediny^ towards perfection, and 
therefore imperfect, and, as we must believe, in 
various stag;es of imperfection, are all in the en- 
joyment of divine favour and love. Though they 
commit sins, yet such is their disposition, their 
faith, and their penitence, that they are repre- 
sented as forgiven them by God on account of 
Christ. It was to persons of this character to 
whom such assurances were addressed as are 
conveyed in the tests following : — " If we confess 
our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness." And again, " If any man sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous, and he is the propitiation for our sins, 
and not of ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world. And there is now no condemna- 
tion to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit."" 

But there is at least a fourth argument to the 
game effect — evidences are discoverable in Scrip- 
ture both of degrees of goodness in true be- 
lievers,t and of the inequality of rewards 
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future life.* So that on the two separate suppo- 
sitions, that every man will be rewarded accord- 
ing to his works, and that some will receive less 
rewards than others, it follows immediately, that 
there must have been inferiority and superiority-^ 
or a disparity in the attainments of those who are 
rewarded witli happiness — which implies that 
there must have been imperfections among a por- 
tion of them at least; from whence it follows 
again, that imperfections are not impediments 
to final acceptanee. 

From all these arguments, then, perfection not 
being necessary, the convert being forgiven his 
lapses and infirmities, and various degrees of im- 
^rfection being not inconsistent with present as- 
surance, it may be inferred, that at any point of 
perseverance, when it may please God to sum- 
mon the soul from its trials to judgment, there is 
satisfactory ground for trust that it will be ad- 
mitted into rest. For as God wishes men to be 
"saved, it is at variance both with reason and 
Scripture, to suppose, that having come to Christ, 
and continued with him, they will be cast out 
into the outer darkness, which is represented as 
of indescribable horror, and appears to be as- 
signed to men of most reprobate character ; in 
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fact, at variance with them to suppose that when 
he calls them hence, they will not receive at 
least one or other of the inferior rewards of the 
faithful. 



CHAPTER III. 



Of the difficulties and the means of Perseverance. 



There is uot, it is to be feared, a more common 
opinion among persons not indifferent to the 
duties of religion, tban that the attainment of 
salvation is Bo easy a task as not to require 
much pains or carefulness. The adherence of 
the convert to the faith is, in Scripture, repre- 
sented, if not as a labour of immense difficulty, 
yet as one which does not admit of remissness 
and inattention. This assertion is sustained by 
the description of the christian life, under the 
metaphors of a warfare and a race. It is cor- 
roborated by the consideration of the weakness 
and corruption of human nature, and of the 
power and activity of those adversaries to spi- 
rituality with which it is confederate — the world 
and the devil. It is further attested by those 
directions, to take unto ourselves the whole 
armour of God, and to work out our salvation 
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with fear and trembling, lest we should so far 
fail in our duty as to provoke God to withdraw 
bis assistance ; and by other urgent and nunn 
rous concurrent injunctions. 

It is unquestionably true, that our coadjutor 
mightier than the opponent host, but still his co- 
operation is not to be increased nor retained ex- 
cept as we use those exertions which are neces- 
sary towards investing ourselves with the divine 
panoply. Those means of grace appear to be the 
studious perusal, or at least the attentive audience, 
of the word of God with meekness and docility. 
The participation of the Eucharist, the frequent 
practice of devout supplication for spiritual suc- 
cours, and that spirit of prayer which is equivalent 
to incessant invocation — self-examination, correc- 
tion, and dedication, repeatedly performed — with- 
out the last of which continual obedience cannot be 
attempted — and, to crown the whole, care 
vigilance, which are afterwards constantly net 
sary for its accomplishment. 

The most encouraging truth remains, th; 
Scripture conveys undoubted assurances of el 
cient assistance to those who seek it in the 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Of Apostasies. 



V 



TOoDGH we have prescribed a course of dutj^^y 
the undeviating maintenance of which, men may 
confide in arriving at their blissful destination, 
yet no allowances, as yet, appear to have been 
made for excesses of transgression, above what is 
compatible with the reasonable assurance of 
safety. Scripture, however, does not leave us 
thus comfortless. It certainly contains a few ex- 
tremely terrific sentences to some kinds of wan- 
derers from the right direction, but they apply only 
to apostates from ihe faith. I allude particularly to 
the judgment pronounced on the sin against the 
Holy Ghost, and to two passages in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews. The sin in question appears to 
he the perverse rejection of Christ, in reference 
to that last and sufficient testimony to his truth 
and Messiahship afforded by the effusion of the 
Holy Spirit on the day of pentecost. Hardly less 
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dreadful tlian the unpardonableocSB of this blas- 
phemy ifi the iDfonnatioD, that " it is impossible 
for those who were once enlightoKd, aod have 
tasted of the heavenly gif^ and were made par- 
takcpi of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the 
good word of God and the powers of the world 
to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them 
again unto repentance: seeing they crucify to 
tliemselvcs the Son of God afresh, and put him to 
an open shame."* And agaui, that " if we sin wil- 
fully after that we have received the knowledge 
of till: truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for 
sins, but a certain fearful looking-for of judgment 
and fiery indignation, which shall devour the ad- 
versaries." f But it is generally believed, on the 
best authority, and might be demonstrated more 
clearly, perhaps, than it has hitherto been evinced, 
that the utin signified in each passage is the same, 
and is a renunciation of our faith in Christ as the 
Saviour, after liaving been his disciples. If a 
convert rejects Christ, declares his faith false and 
absurd, then indeed it may be almost, if not quite, 
impossible to renew such a man unto repentance. 
This does not afl'ect persons who sin extravagantly 
but still retain their belief. The Scripture holds 
open to multitudes of the/ji the door of mercy. 
If they sin they may receive atonement. They 
may lapse and even retrograde to a certain ex- 
• HDb. vi. 4— 6. t Ibid. X. 26,27. 
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tent, in some points, for a while, and yet not be 
excluded from the true church ; or, if they do 
suffer spiritual excommunication on account of 
more unbounded transgression, they may, in such 
case, fall only under the description of those per- 
sons mentioned in part i. chap. 3, vvho are ex- 
communicable for the time, but are capable of 
restitution to grace by penitence. It must not, 
however, be unobserved, that it is possible for 
them to wallow so grossly in the mire of corrup- 
tion, that it had been better for them if they had 
never known the way of righteousness, and to sin 
so grievously as to expel their spiritual guest 
from his fleshly tabernacles. 
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Thus have I endeavoured to describe^ in general 
terms, that line of duty which is the direct avenue 
to a present and a future state of felicity j that 
course of godliness which is profitable unto all 
things, having the promise of the life which now 
is, and of that which is to come. 

There are two principal divisions in the Chris- 
tian life : the reception of that faith in Christ 
by which the believer is justified from his former 
sins, and the continuance of the same faith in 
which he works out his salvation in conjunction 
with a superior agent. It is incumbent on every 
man to examine into his own opinions and prac- 
tices, to discover, first, whether he has actually 
entertained a justifying faith ; and, secondly, 
whether he has kept that faith in a course of 
obedience to the Christian religion. In the fore- 
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going pages, the intelligent conformist to the 
Church of England, acquainted with the nature 
of particular doctrines and duties, is furnished, 
I trust, with the means of ascertaining his own 
spiritual relation to God in both these points of 
view, of being confirmed in his hope, if he had 
reason to think that he was united to his Saviour 
by compliance with his will, and of correcting 
his errors, if he unhappily discovers that he lies 
under misconceptions, or in a state of condemna- 
tion. The commencement and the continuation 
of vital religion are both described to him in 
such a maimer as admits of a comparison with 
his own character. (Part i, cb. 2, 3, 4, 5 ; part ii. 
ch. 2-) In addition to which are pointed out to 
hira the chief of the present advantages and com- 
forts enjoyed by the faithful follower of Christ, 
(Part i. ch. 1 ; part ii. ch. 1.) If be has not pre- 
served, or shall fail in preserving, an unbroken 
course of obedience by the use of the appointed 
means of grace, (part ii. ch. 3,) he may see what 
grounds he possesses of hoping for a return to 
allegiance and to favour. (Part ii. ch. 4.) And 
should be, on examination of himself by our doc- 
trines, be obliged to confess tliat he is uncon- 
verted to his Saviour, and be not willing to em- 
brace salvation by conversion, for the salte of his 
own happiness, or from a sense of his obligations, 
there are not wanting motives to rouse from his 
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apathy, to enforce fais attention to any internal 
ndmonition with which he may be inspired, 
(Appendix to part i.,) aiid, after conversion, 
nr\atter to suggest to him topics of consolation, 
(part i. ch. 5,) when it remains for him only to 
persevere in order to obtain bis heavenly inhe- 
ritance. 

I need scarcely admonish the reader that sal- 
vation is not of works, that obedience is not the 
meritorious cause of acceptance with God. Were 
it maintained, indeed, that any merit did attach 
to good works, that merit could not be pro- 
nounced our own. We might adapt the interro- 
gatory of the apostle to ourselves — " What have 
we that we did not receive?" &c. (1 Cor. iv. 7.) 
Good works can alone be performed by the free- 
dom of the will, and by the use of spiritual 
talents which God bestows. Both these efficients 
of obedience, and our ability to exercise them 
aright, being from God, to him, whatever is our 
goodness, must be given the praise and the glory. 
But — and these are ail the points 1 argue — obe- 
dience is an inseparable ingredient in the true faith. 
It is the fruit and evidence of it. It is a condition 
of acceptance. It is pleasing to God through Christ. 
It is honouring and serving him. It does not, 
however, deserve the happiness of the blessed. 
It is infinitely disproportionate to such a retribu^ 
tion. We may, in consequence of it, 
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true fiiith, trust in Christ for the rewards of the 
believer, but it is only by virtue of the spontane- 
ous promise of God's ineffable benevolence, that 
if we have been faithful over few things, he will 
make us rulers over many things, (Matt, xxv. 
21, 23.) Our sufficiency also is not of ourselves. 
Eternal life, like justification, is thus the free git^ 
of God. We are saved first and last by grace, 

I omit any farther applicatiou of our doctrines 
to children, as they are dependent for instruc- 
tion Id religion upon their parents or tutors. 



To assert that the criterions which I have 

suggested, of the actual acceptableness of the 

believer, are always in themselves completely 

satisfactory, would be, doubtless, to exceed the 

truth. The comparison of our external conduct 

and internal nature, with the rules and requisi* 

tious of Scripture, can never, I imagine, be so 

^L rigidly instituted as to exclude every degree of 

H uncertainty, because the thorough character of 

^1 the two objects of comparison, cannot be, pro- 

^M bably, exactly ascertained. All that can be ex- 

H pected or desired is, that approximation to 

^M certainty which, while it requires continual 

^M aspirations and endeavours after higher at- 

^1 tainments in holiness, encourages that exercise 

^M of faith which consists in a dependence on the 

H divine attribute of mercy in Christ for salvation. 



172 ItECAlMTULATION AND CONCLUSION. 

These effects the scheme attempted to be de- 
fined in these pages does, I trust, as far as my 
limits allow, abundantly secure. The man who 
may believe that he conforms to the course pre- 
scribed, cannot, I imagine, unless he is unhap- 
pily perplexed with unnecessary doubts fail to con- 
fide io God for " mercy," as St. Paul writes, " on 
that day." And one argument, which gives much 
confirmation to this view of the matter, is derived 
from the consideration, that it appears impossible 
from Scripture to show that more matured moral 
and pious excellence is required of man for t^i 
ends of his being. 



That no lower proficiency in godliness will be 
available to salvation, I do not venture to affirm 
or to insinuate. I cannot but disapprove, for my 
part, the censures of those wiio pronounce the 
sentence of everlasting condemnation with unhe- 
sitating confidence on all who have not attained 
a certain degree or semblance of godliness. I 
am afraid that this reflection applies to a large 
proportion of a body of seceders from the churf.h, 
for whom one can hardly have, on many accounts, 
too great affection and esteem — I mean the Me- 
thodists. They are too apt —many of the least 
instructed amongst them, certainly, if I may 
judge by ray own experience —to exclude all 
salvation who do not depart this world, ripe, 
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they think, for the sickle of the heavenly Husband- 
man. My knowledge of the Scriptures has in- 
formed me, that there is /lope for various degrees 
of imperfection below such as I have described. 
Though I cannot but be convinced that it is de- 
sirable that man could be thoroujjhly furnished 
to all good thoughts, and words, and works ; 
yet it is not in my power to deny that God's 
mercy is such that lie will accept very inferior 
attainments. I can believe that the unlettered 
idolater may be saved from destruction, for aught 
1 read in the same document of the divine will. 
And it is not for us to say, that he who makes 
ignorance one of the excuses for transgression, 
and who can perceive how much the errors of 
men may be attributable to their ignorance, and 
how little that ignorance to themselves, shall not 
concede such allowances as man would in his 
cruelty, his rigour, or his jealousy for the honour 
of God, refuse. All I have intended is to define 
that duty of man to his Creator and Saviour, 
which it ought to be the wish of every individual 
to pursue, and which is desirable to every in- 
telligent disciple of Christianity. For though we 
need not despair of salvation for professing 
Christians less advanced in the pursuit of holi- 
nesfi; yet, no reasonable man can desire, for him- 
self or for others, that they should give no hopes 
of their final acceptance, but of its possibility. 
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r can it be too strongly urged upoQ the uncon- 
verted, that if they are conscious of their duty 
to God, that there does appear a certainty of 
their actual condemnation. They must not trust 
that God*9 mercy is such, that they are in an ac- 
cepted state. They must not say, " His mercy is 
great," and " he will be pacified for the multitude of 
my sins;" but remember that " mercy and wrath" 
are with him, and as his mercy is great, so is bis 
correction also. * They must learn to be sen- 
sible tliat God's mercy is chiefly manifested in 
offering salvation to man through his Son, which 
would be infinitely merciful on any tenns. 
Neither must they be devoid of the most alarm- 
ing fear, that they may sin so grievously as to 
become reprobate, not suffering themselves to be 
deceived by self-love, for God is no respecter of 
persons. His laws and decrees are made for all, 
though bearing in various ways on various de- 
scriptions of men. To the ignorant and uncon- 
verted, or unpersevering, not holding out a sys- 
tem of desperation— to the wilfully Impenitent, 
thundering in a voice of terror — to the converted 
and persevering, whispering the accents of peace, 
and waking songs of joy. 



We may here introduce another, and an ex- 
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tremely convincing evidence of the danger of 
delaying conversion to the close of life. 

It is an idea lamentably common, as far as 
my experience has enabled me to form an opi- 
nion among the unconverted of this country, 
that all tliey need desire, and that what they may, 
snch is the divine mercy, reasonably expect at 
the day of judgment, is forgiveness of their sins. 
But sin does not appear to be about to be forgiven 
then. There will be, then, I conceive, only obe- 
dience to be rewarded, and sin to be punished. 
I can believe, that a man to whom the gospel 
is truly submitted, for the first time, in his ex- 
piring moments, may receive it effectually, and 
be rewarded with the kingdom of heaven; but 
unless the man to whom it is preached, leads, 
at least the latter part of his life in obedience, 
so as to obtain reward, he would, I believe, 
stand before Christ only to be condemned 
Men who hear the gospel must labour for ap- 
probation. They must strive to receive that sa- 
lutation — " Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant," or I apprehend they will be inevitably 
lost In this view of the matter, delay to the 
last must be fatal. 



It was observed in the Introduction, (Art. II.) 
that it was reasonable to presume that a revela- 
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lion, intended to instruct men in the method of 
salvation, would furnish them with information 
of the degree of obedience sufficient, as to obe- 
dience, to secure that stupendous object. Now, 
if it be admitted that the account which we have 
given of this degree of obedience, is according 
to the true sense of Scripture — considering the 
confusion of matter, if I may be allowed the ex- 
pression, from which it has been extracted — it is 
remarkable that it affords one of the strongest 
evidences of the inspiration of the sacred volume, 
as well as exhibits, in one point of view, its 
reasonableness; for it will not he supposed, I 
conceive, that any individual man, or any body 
of men, did compose or compile the Scriptures, 
so as designedly to leave those conclusions de- 
ducible from them, which we have drawn ; nor 
that their construction, in this respect, was the 
result of chance ; but that, therefore, they be- 
speak in their composition an overruling mind of 
superior to human ability. 



NOTE (A.) Page 79. 



I ASSUME that this distinctioii, amongst others, obtains 
I between the imperative, subjunctive, optative, and in- 
finitive of the aorist, and the same moods of the present ; 
that the former express a single action, and the latter 
one performed repeatedly. It is, according to the Ger- 
man grammarian, observable in classical authors- 

" Der Aorist wird in den Modis, ausser dem Indi- 
cativ und Particip, gewbhnlich in Lateinischen und 
Deutschen durch das Prasens ausgedrlickt. Allein in 
Griechischen scheint zwischen dem Imperat. Opt. Conj. 
Infinit. dcs Aorists und donselben modis des Prasens 
der unterschied statt zu finden, dass der Aorist eine 
vorljber gehende und an und fiir sich in ihrer vollen- 
dung betrachtete, das Prasens aber eine fort daurende 
bfters wiederholte handlnng oder eine solche bey welcher 
' man bloss den Anfang beriicksichtigt, bezeichnet," — 
, Griechiache Gram, von Jug. MatthicB, 501 . 
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Instances are common in the New Testament. 

(1.) First. I will first adduce examples of the prea 
tense, wiiich express habit or frequency, I think, by 
considering the probable signification of these passages, 
without regard to the alleged force of the tenses, it ap- 
pears that the writers contemplated habitual repetition, 
or the continuance of actions, rather than solitary acts. — 
James iii. 14; John xiii. 35; Matt. v. 30; Luke vi. 
32, 33, 34; viii. 18; Gal. v. 15; 2 Thess. iii. 14; 

1 Cor. xy. 12 ; Col. i. 23 ; James i. 23, 26 ; James ii. 
16. vtdpjfojiri. 

(2.) Secondly. I next adduce examples of the aorist, 
in which I think it is evident only a single act is con- 
templated. — James ii. 2,3; John xix. 12; Luke svi. 
30,31; Luke xvii. 3,4; Matt. v. 31; Mark x. 12; 

2 Tim. ii. 21. 

(3.) Thirdly. Quotations of io" and eiira/ — for though 
iiSiut and ttcar are not used, yet, as the present tenses of 
other verbs might have been substituted for them, I 
think I am entitled to regard i^f and ^"tui as second 
aorists in their proper signification. — 1 John v. 16; 
James ii. 16. 

(4.) Fourthly. Examples of both kinds in one sen-, 
tence.— 1 Thess, v, 25, 26; James ii. 16, S^rt and 2'"-^, 
compared with vxapxi^a-t and Xetird/ievoi Arc. 

There are likewise, no doubt, exceptions, though I 
can at the present moment produce only the following : — 
Matt. V, 46 ; and the use of fcfbi in John 
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NOTE. 179 

But exceptions to rules occur in the most elegant 
writers, and whatever peculiarities characterize the 
style of Scripture, it may, with strict propriety, be 
concluded that it is probably correct, and certainly 
safe to interpret, as we have done the tenses of verbs in 
the texts connected with our inquiry. 



THE END. 
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